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TADE IN: ' '

SPACE

A sea of stars is broken by the vast blue surface of the planet,

UTAPAU. Five smzll moons slowly drift into view from the far
side of the planet. The main titles are followed by a roll-up:

Until the recent GREAT REBELLION, the JEDI
BENDU were the most feared warriors in the
universe., For one hundred thousand years,
generations of JEDI perfected their art as
the personal bodyguards of the emperor.

—— They werc~tHe chief architects of the invin-
cible IMPERIAL SPACE FORCE which expanded
the EMPIRE across the galaxy, from the
celestial equator to the farthest reaches
of the GREAT RIFT.

Now these legendary warriors are all but
extinct. One by one they have been hunted
down and destroyed as enemies of the NEW
EMPIRE by a ferocious and sinister rival
‘warrior sect, THE KNIGHTS OF SITH,

A small silver spacecraft emerges from behind one of the Utapau
moons. The deadly little fightercraft speeds past several of the
moons, until it finally goes into orbit around the FOURTI MOON,

WASTELAND -~ FOURTH MOON -~ UTAPAU

A harsh gale blows across the bleak grey surface of the Fourth
Moon. The leaden sky presses down on a' lone figure, ANNIKIN
STARKILLER, a tall, heavy-set boy of eighteen. He slowly makes
his way across the canyon floor. The heavy winds whip at him
and make the going extremely difficult. His face is covered by
a breath mask and goggles. He stops for a second to adjust the
shoulder strap on his chrome multiplelazer rifle. Something in
the sky catches his eye, and he instictively grabs a pair of ~
electrobinoculars from his belt. He stands transfixed for a
few moments, studying the heavens, then turns and rushes back in
the direction from which he came.

SUPPLY HUT - FOURTH MOON = UTAPAU
A spacecraft, half buried in the dust, rests next to the remains

of an abandoned supply shack. Annikin makes his way across the
colorless landscape and rushes into the crumbling building. The

-interior of the-hut is shabby, but manages to abate the howling

winds. Seated in front of a thermoheater are Annikin's father,
KANE, and his young brother, DEAK. Kane is a large, burly man,.

CONTINUE
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wearing the distinctive robes of a JEDI, Deak is ten years olad,
with dusty blond hair and a large scratch on his cheek. Annikin

riet slams the door and removes his gear. l1is ruggedly handsome
,Eﬁ face is caked with many layers of dust,
ANNIKIN
Dad! Dadl... They've found us!
Deak loocks up from a small cube he has been studying. His father
whacks him across the shoulder with a braided wire connector.
KANE
Continue with the problem. Your concentration
is worse than your brother's. (to Annikin)
How many?
ANNIKIN
Only one this time. A Banta Four,
KANE
Good. We may not have to repair this old bucket
after all. Prepare yourself. -
( DEAK
o Me too!
KANE
Do you have the answer?
DEAK
- I think it's the Corbet dictum: "What is, is
Without-“ -
Rane smiles. This is the correct answer. Annikin is strapping
on a utility belt with chrome lazerpistols and lazersword. Kane
rises.and starts for his equipment.
DEAK (Cont.)
Ahhh, Pop...
KANE
Deak, do you feel you're ready?
. DERK

Yes, Sir, I've outmarked Annikin in twelve disci-
plines. I'm as good...

CONTINUED

K NOBITALLICE. CON




EANE |
S All right, son, get your gear,

-t peak jumps up with the enthusiasm available only to a ten-
vear old and grabs his gear. His father frowns and shakes

his head.

4, WASTCLAND BLUFF - FOURTII MOON - UTAPAU

‘Kane Starkiller and his two sons carefully make their way up
a rock bluff overlooling the parled silver SITI spacecraft.
Kane inspects the craft with his electrobinoculars.

¢ -

KANE

No tracks. Bi-lock hasn't been opened ..Intericr
systems are still on....

R | ANHIKIN
"Are we going to wait for him to come. out?

KANE

lTe's not in there.... He's baiting us. I'm surprised
they only sent one this time. We must be wearing

. L them down, or they must think this knight is something
R special.... Stay on guard, and keep hidden. I'm

' - going to work my way across the ridge and call his

L A ‘ . bluff. Better we meet . in open combat than wait for

' "*ffﬁfﬁf"“"*“ him to ambush us.... Keep your guard!

S Kane leaves his two sons and moves off along the obscured
.=+ .. .. ridge., Annikin and Deak watch him intently. Annikin throws
"+ down his multiplelazer rifle in disgust.

o ANNIKIN
‘ i;; ;:1i__5: . He should have let me go with him.... He's -
Ty T T getting too old to make an open challenge.
T DCAR

B T S e T -

He's not too old to realize yvou'd just get in the

. way.
Iﬁﬁ: *"Annikin ignores'his little brother's remark and sneaks a look
%L~ -over the ridge- at the -SITH spacecraft. Xane moves out of the
s - -rocks some distance away and starts toward the starship. Deak

X moves to the ridge next to his brother, his chrome lazerrifle
o sparkling in the reflected light of Utapau.

CONTINTGED
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‘ DEAK
o
He's making his move....
| ANNIKIN

e e Watch your guard... and cover that veapon.

RN It shines like a beacon.

S . Deak reluctantly moves away and watches the other direction.
Kane has almost reached the SITH spacecrait and still there is
no sign of its occupant.

DEAR
What's happening?
ANMIXIN

i SR Mothing. I don't like it.

nfiﬁagg&fgﬁaneiCAfefully moves to the main hatch of the starship. UHe

Cn - 7. kicks a valve and the hatch drops open with a loud clank and

S . rushing gas. 2annikin becomes more tense as his father care-

e fully moves inside the spacecraft. Uverything is still.

R Even the continual winds seem to have died down. Moments
- .~ pass with no sign of activity inside the enemy starship.
' Annikin watches the craft with his electrobinoculars., The
- waiting becomes unbearable,
S ANNIKIN

ST . Something's happened! He's been in there too

el o en long.

R DE2K

3 ‘Let me look! Stand my guard. e -

@il i peak’ takes the electrobinoculars from his brother and studies

it - the silent spacecraft. Annikin impatiently scans the opposite

N "~ horizon. '

R DEMAK

T;i'. . I think the power just went off. We'd better

ST wait here until someone comes out.

I '

P S S ANHIKIN

e ' ~ What if he needs help?

TR _ DEAX

?;;"' The power went back on again....

SRR CONTINUED
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With the aid of the electrobinoculars, Deak watches the running
lights of the starship flash on and ofi. Suddenly, something

huge moves in front of his field of view. Before either of the
two young boys can react, a large, sinister SITH warrior in black
robes and a face mask, looms over them. Ile carries a long lazer-
sword which cuts young Deak down before he or his brother are able
to raise their weapons, The startled Annikin backs away in horror,
then settles down and ignites his lazersword, which creates an
eerie red glow. He stumbles over rocks as he attempts to avoid
the charging SITH knight, The evil warrior swings his mighty
lazersword, but Annikin manages to deflect the intended death-
blow.

e ——

Finallv, Annikin is able to assume a defensive stance, and the

two warriors stand, sizing up each other. The black knight is’

at least seven feet tall, and dwarfs the young JEDI. They stand
for a few moments, almost frozen, then in a flurry of blows,
lazerswords clash with the sounds of electric snapping and popping.
Annikin is barely able to hold his own against the experienced
knight. Many blows are exchanged before the SITH warrior is able
to back Annikin up against a deep crevasse, Annikin stumbles

and almost falls over the cliff to his death.

The black knight suddenly senses something behind him and whirls
around to face Annikin's father, Rane Starkiller, a Jedi Bendu
master. The Sith warrior raises his lazersword, but is cut in
two before he can bring it down again., Kane moves to the fallen
black knight, and studies him carefully. Annikin, still a little
wobbly from the whole experience, attempts to stand. Kane sees
his dead son Deak, and gces to him. He lifts him into his arms
and begins to weep. Annikin stands bewildered, watching his
father cradle his dead brother.

INTERICR SITH STARSHIP - WASTELAND CANYON -~ UTAPAU

Kane Starkiller slides intoc one of the four seats of the small
Sith starship. Through the front viewing canopy, he watches
Annikin drag his younger brother's bodv to a small crevasse. .
Annikin places a small locket around his brother's neck, makes a
complicated sign with his hand, and dumps the body into the
shallew depression, The giant engines of the spacecraft begin
to whine, kicking up large clouds of dust. ,
Annikin climbs into the seat beside his father and removes his
breath mask and goggles. There are tears in his eyes., Father

-and son loock out across the wasteland towards Deak's grave. The

thunderous clap of an explosion is followed by a small mushroom

.cloud rising._out af the depression. Annikin throws a container

down in a fit of rage.
ANNIKIN
How many more of them are there? I want to

.finish .it, once and for all! I'm sick of
running... When will it stop?

» CONTINUEL
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Ennikin's father waits silently until his son's tiracde is
finished, Annikin sits silently for a few moments,

ANTIIIIN (Cont.)
I'm sorry. ‘
‘ .~ RANE
Son, plot a course for MUILAE.

Annikin lights up like a Bantha at feeding time.

ANNIKIN

Aquilae!! You mean we're going home?
KMIE

We both need a rest.

rane pulls back on the throttle, and the powerful spaceship

“.1ifts off the surface of the Fourth Moon of Utapau.

CLOUD SEA -~ ALDERAAN

A title card appears over a sea of billowing clouds on the
gaseous planet of Alderaan:

Alderaan: Capitel of the New
SR Galatic Empire.

' The towering white oxide clouds pass, revealing the Imperial

city of Alderaan. The magnificent doned and gleaming city is

.- -perched, mushroom-like,on a tall spire, which disappears ceep
. into the misty surface of the planet. The peacefulness of

this nebulous idyll is broken by the increasing wail of ion

-.engines. . Four sleek stardestroyers, from the Imperial Third _
‘"“’Fleet, burst from one of the huge cumulus range. . The craft are
.. -flying in a tight formation as they bank steeply, and head

"' toward the Imperial capital of the galaxy.

' INT‘ERIOR OF STARDESTROYER -~ ALDERAAN

B Stardestroyers are two-man space craft crammed with sophis-

ticated electronic weaponry. The pilot and gunnery officers
sit side-by~side, surrounded by lighted read-outs and switches.
They wear the gleaming black uniforms of the Empire.

= .‘-.::- .-.. ,.. - N PILOT

Tok-One to chicks: Shape it up. Let's

. e - make it good.

CHICK-OIIE

Does that glare bother you?

CONTINUED
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PILOT
Use vour face shield, Chick-One.

The pilot is cold and professional as he manecuvers his craft
closer to the others, The positions of the ships are displayed
on a read-out, along with a graphic representation of the city.
The pilot gives the gunner a qulck look before he flips his sun-
shield over his eyes.

PILOT
~ — . Here.we go.  Count:. three, two,one, now! .

REVIEW STAND -~ PLAZA OF TUE DADERS - ALDERAAMAN

On a huge, austere platform stands the dark COS DASHIT, Lord of
Alderaan, Consul to the Supreme Tribunal, and ruler of the
Galatic Empire. He is a thin, grey looking man, with an evil
mustache which hangs limply over his insipid lip. Standing at
rigid attention on his right are several generals, dressed in

the black and grey uniform of the realm. Five members of the
Supreme Tribunal sit off to the side., On the emperor's left
stands CRISPIN HOEDAACK, newly appointed Governor of the Aquilian
Systems, a young, treacherous man with stone-cut, angular
features and piercing grey eyes.

They all gaze skyward, as the four gleaming stardestroyers scream
low overhead in an impressive barrel-roll formation. As the
sound of the spacecraft resonates throughout the glass canyon of
the Plaza, the group of dignitaries return their attention to the
parade of Imperial shock troops, and giant air tanks (which rice
magically two to three feet above the ground).

The Plaza of the Dader is filled with a hundred rows of troops
as the last brigade marches into position. The sound of a
thousand men snapping to attention is followed by a strange
silence. A light wind blows the great red banner of the Emplre,
creating a subtle flapping sound. The emperor's amplified voice
startles many of the troopns as it cuts through the auiet.

EMPEROR

Upon this battle depends the survival of the
Galatic Empire, Upon ‘this battle depends the life
and long continuity of our civilization. Not since
the great Jedi Rebellion has our destiny been
placed in such a balance. This is to be the most
- magnificent campaign o£f all! You have never been
called without doing something to be remembered,
something notable and striking, The conquering of
the Aquilaean System, the last of the independent
Systems, and the last refuge of the outlawed, vile

CONTINUE:
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monarch., fThe troops shout an Imperial salute in response to a T

TI'PCROR (Cont.)

sect cf thn Jeddi, willliave such important and
lasting consenuences, that I can't but consider

it as an epoch in history. , . o L

To the rear of the Plaza, watching the spectacle over the
shoulder of a curious hureaucrat, stands CLIEG WIIITSUN, a tall,
Llond youny man about twenty years old. lie seems interested S
in what the emperor has to say, hut keeps looiking around ner-
vously as if sonmcone were after him, His arm rests across his _
head, as he carefully but coolly adjusts a glowing blue ring D
on his index finger.——The emperor ncars the end of his speech,. :
Crispin Hocdaacl: has moved up to stand next to the sinister

particularly partisan statement.

EMPLPOR (Cont.) ' . L

... I have personally ashed the Aquilaeans to .. . %
accept this Treaty of Allience. puring the . o
long period of negotiation, they have only ... . L

T cariilt et T ddr A

decided to be undecided. We will barter no

longer. Governor Hoedaack has been appointed’ ™I =700 : .
the First Lord of the Aguilaean System and Sur- “"T: - "%,
rownding Territories. This is the last f£frontier L
and the final stone in the great wall of the - .
Galatic Cmpire. : :

Tlhie troops cheer, and the emMpPeror escorts iloedaack insice.
thitsun moves quickly away from the Plaza, passing througn
several checl: stations, where he is forceéd to show his A

identification, e R ETRENY

NIGHT CLUB - ALDERAAIL
Whitsun wallis into the class and chrore splencdor of one of the — .07
famous nightclubs of Alderaan. lle moves to the long mirrored—
bar, and sits next to a rough looking man, BAIL ANTILLES,
dressed in the distinctive gold and furs of the Galatie traders.
WHITSUN
Your glass is crpty.
itsun speaks into a small intercom on the bar front.
WIITSUN {Cont.)

A dantic and,..

Ile looks in Rntilles' glass.

CONTINUED
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MITILLES
Mo thanks, tthitsun. I've had enough.
ETIITSUL
Just a dantic then. Bail, it'é not like you
to refuse a drink. You're going to give‘

Galatic traders a bad name.

A drink appears magically from a small elevator in the bar.
Whitsun takes it, and then places a pen-like transmitter he

* has takern from his pocket, next to the intercom. It creates o —_

a low electronic buzz. ' o
BAR OBSERVATIOH CIEHTLER -~ ALDETAAN

A controller sitting in front of a row of monitors taps his
headphones, then flips a switch back and forth a couple of

times. He is obviously annoyed.

CONTROLLER ;

Number eighteen is out again., Give me a L
maintenance check. ST T

The controller yawns and puts his feet up on the contrel panel,
HICITCLUB - ALDERANM
Whitsun leans in closc to Antilles, He is suddenly very serious,

ANTILLES

P T

Whitsun, we've got problems. They've just
grounded all spacecraft, including trade

frigates. Even the ships under Imperial Y
registry can't move. Something big is up. L
WHITSUN

I'm afraid they're_.not waiting for the Allience -
Treaty. They're already moving against the
System. I've got to get word back.

ANTILLES

The chrome companics are protesting the embargo,
but it's going to take some time.

WHITSUN
Isn't anything moving?
MAITILLES

lMilitary ships, but...

COARTTIT AT ™
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They are interrupted by an Imperial officer, and several storm .
trocpers. The officer shouts over the P.A. system, as the
troops rush to bloc!: the exits. Whitsun and the Galatic trader

are tense, but remain cool.
QFFICER

Attention: All Captains and First Officers of
Guild Trade friqgates will accompany me to the
lMinistry of Transport immediately.

Antilles gives Whitsun a hopeless look as the troops check =~ 7' *77%
their papers, and then_take Antilles away. A small fight
breaks out in the back of the nightclub as one of the trader
captains espresses his dislike of the Empire., Whitsun slams « xt oo -io
his glass to the bar in a gesture of hate and frustration.™ o

GOVERIIOR HOEDAACK'S QUARTERS -~ ALDERMAN _ ' ' _-

The large, white-on-white executive quarters resound with =
the high-pitched laugh of the evil GOVERNOR HOEDAACK. He ' -
slaps DARTH VADER, a tall, grim loolking general, on the :
back and the general's mouth makes the sllghtest gesture at
a smile. T A

IIOEDAACK

Success, I told you. We are no longer under
the control of the GREAT FAMILIES.... We've
gained a true advantage.

VINTOS COLL, a menber of the Supreme Tribunal, and a man
of the grossest dimensions, appears to be a little worried.

COLL

A rather dangerous advantage. You still have
a Systemn to conqguer. P,

HNOEDAACKE

But this system will Lring us more scientific
wealth than that of any other louse in the
Tribunal, We will easily galn control of the
directorship.

CCLL

+Don't underestimate the armies of Aquilae. They're
lead by a JEDI.

HOEDAACK
I've told you about Commissioner Lars, General,

lle worries a lot.,

CONTINUED
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VADER
It's a myth that any JEDI still exist.
COLL

General Skywalker is ne myth. When I first
arrived at court, he was the First Bodyguard
to the emperor... He lead the Jedi rebellion.

VADER

SEIG DARKLIGHTER lead the rebellion.

——— o —— ———

COLL

So the emperor would have you think, but I
was there.

VADER
Then why wasn't he hunted down like the others?.
"COLL

Because he is too dangerous, too clever.
Besides, his presence on Aquilae is still only
a rumor.

HOEDAACK
Then why do you believe it?
COLL

Because I knew him, He's there all right. I
can sense it. Mark my words... Agquilae will
not be easjily conguered, -

CQURTYARD - PALACE OF LITE - AQUILAE

A low, sleek "landspeeder," (an auto-like transport which travels
a few feet above the ground on a magnetic field), glides into the
courtyard of the palace of Aquilae. The planet is desert wilder-
ness, but the palace is a sparkling ocasis, with low concrete walls
and great turrets spilling over with foliage from rooftop gardens.
The speeder stops before an enormous shaded corridor., Fountains

line the beautiful and highly polished, tiled walkway. Two young

‘boys, BIGGS {7) and WINDOM (S} are helped out of the speeder by

AMBER, a one-armed bodyguard dressed in the flowing white robes
of the Aguilaean military. The two boys run through the long
corridors, yelling and screaming, their little footsteps echoing
throughout the palace.

KWOUTHELICE. COW




14, LIZBRARY - PALACT OF LITE - AQUILAR

The palace library is a dim, cool room projecting an aura

of time-worn comfort and security. In the distance, the
children can be heard screaming through the corridors. KING
Kayos, silver haired but amazingly youthful under a tanned
and leathery face, motions for one of his aidesto shut the
partially closed door. Ile is in the middle of an emergency
meeting of the Aquilacan High Senate. The twelve men sit in
overstuffed chairs, placed in a large circle. A large,
sallow-eyed Galatic trader named AARY ZAV0OS fiddles nervously
with a small scrap of leather as he speaks.

S,

-— 5 n ——

ZAVOS

My Lord, the chrome companies are with you
in spirit, but you must understand, they
can't openly support you.... Imperial trade
restrictions are very unfavorable, and we
of course, favor your independence.

S i o o KAYOS

. If there were to be war, would vour frigates
s S T still supply us?

ZAVOS

. _ - Your bluntness is to be commended....It
3,#“; S could be arranged.,

COMIT SANDAGL, a corrupt noble of the Senate, jumps to his
feet in a rage.

L E : SANDAGE

.This is nonsense! 1le have no choice but to

approve the Treaty. If there is war, the CEmpire =
will destroy our entire System with a snap of the
fingyer. General Skywalker is a dreamer if he thinks
he can mount anv meaningful resistance....And you're
dreamers if you believe hinm. So nmuch trust in one
cimee ¥ croTe aged man. You must see...

2t that moment, all heads turn as someone enters the room. It
is GLENERAL LUKE SKYWALKER, Commander of the Aquilaean Star-
force. Ee is a large man, apparently in his early sixties,
but actually much older. Everyone senses the. aura of power

"' r*-"that radiates from this great warrior. llerc is a leader: a
JZDI gencral. Ile looks weary, but is still a magnificent
looking warrior. lis face, crachked and weathered by cxotic
climates, is set off bv a close silver beard, and dark, pene-
trating eyes. Sandage is somewhat embarrassed and guietly sits
dowrn. ' .

CONTINULED
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GEMERAL

[

Is there anyone here so naive he believes
the Empire would even bother negotiating
if they were contemplating destruction of
this System? Your Excellencies, this is
more than a simple raid on your rescurces.
You must reach a decision.

MIR NASH, a thin, birdlike senator, turns to the general,

“NASH

General Skywalker, war is & serious business...
a deadly business.

WO THILLIOE. COMY
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GENERAL
Procrastination is a deadly business, Senator.
ar is my business. Ilave you approved my defense
measures?

The GRANDE I'OUFF TARKIN wears the long black robes of the "~
Aquilacan religion, lie speaks with a high, cracking wvoice.

TARRIN

An actual war with the Empire is still enly a
remote possibility. 2As a military treatise,

your- proposal “has~certain merits, but in the e e

harsh light of reality, an attack against the
Empire appears to be a somewhat extreme defense.

MASH

You must understand, General, we are interested
in avoifding a war, not starting one.

GENEPAL

There are times when offense makes the best
defense. If that Allience Treaty isn't signed,
we will need all of the advantage we can get,

KAYOS

Count Sandage, I want vou to head the delegation
to Alderaan. You will leave tomorrow with our
answer regarding the Treaty. Ny decision will
be forticoming. _ C e e T

The senators wvhisper among themselves.
KAYOS (Cont.)

Al right, then. May the force of others be
with vou all.

The senators lcave in a flurry of hushed conversation. The

general is lost in theught, and remains in his chair. DBiggs and
windom (Windy), the king's two young sons, storm through the

existing scnators,and rush on to Kayos' lap. The king is —
obviously very proud of the two young princes. He throws
Biggs into the ;ir; and then catches him again.
WILIDY
e too! HMe tool

CONTINUED

KNOBTHLLICE,COM




BIGGS

LEIA's leaving! Leia's leaving and you gotta S -t
say good-bye, ,

T e king picks up Vindy and swings him around, then puts him _
Ov'm-

I R
1T

KAY0S _
- Ckay, whippersnapper, go tell your mother and L L
your sister that I'm on my way. T R TS NR
The two boys run out of the roow and are heard yelling and - ﬂgnl e,
screanlng down. the. hallway.—-The king starts out, but stops T e -
in front of the general LRI T
IAYOS By
Luke, my daughter is leaving for the academy ﬂQvggkﬁ';jié;
at CIATHOS. Won't you come and wish her well? -[l7..00 7 helew:

t would mean a lot to her. She truly idolizes
you, you know. Come on, the war will wait,

1

GENEFRAL

0f course., I'm sorry My Lord. Politics always
seem to distress me,

The general rises, and as they head for the door, Kayos pats e il
him on the back.

.....

KAYOS

Sm L memR T T Y

I know, Luke. I feel THE FORCE aiso.

COURTYARD -~ PALACE OF LITE - AQUILAE

A large, four-seat speeder sits gleaming in the sun-socaked - - Cm e
courtyard. The PRINCESS LEIA, about fourteen years old, LT e
possessing a soft beauty and iron will, is embracing her - .. .. ..~/
mother, QUELH BREHA, a warm, silver-haired matron. There : R
are tears in the princess' bluc eyes. Biggs and Windy jump 7" s

around inside the speeder, disrupting the efforts of the one-
armed Mmber to pack several plaxiform cases.

Leia embraces the king as he approaches with the general.
LEIMA
oL, Daddy, I'll miss you so.
KaY0os
The semnster will be over before you know it. .; 

‘You'!ll have a grand time. There are so many S
new things to learn. I wish I were going. ' o

e o ot . .‘_;,....-_. — SR TP Y S Wiy gy fa L. .
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ile gives her a fatherly smile, and she hugs him again. The
general stands rather forma’ly to one side. The princess,
her long auburn hair tied in braids, moves to the general
and he bows before her.

GEMERAL
May your studies do you honor,

Leia is somewhat embarrassed by the general's formality and
can only. manayge an awkward smlle before returning to her '
— B R

parents at” the speedery : Lo

BRENA

lNurry; Leia. You must make it to Yuell before
nightfall,

The princess' maids-in-waiting, ALANA, a short stocky girl, .
and MINA, more comely {somewhat the same stature as Leia) with . . =
leng darL hair, giygle and stralghten Leia's dress before she :
enters the speeder.. The princess and Mina hug Alana whose
giggles have turned to tears. The two boys scramble cut of the
speeder as 2Amber helps the princess and her maid into the back .° .
seat. The speeder is piloted by a trooper of the First Order, Y .,
Amber jumps into the seat beside him, and the speeder starts E
wvith a low buzzing sound. The Princess waves to her family, —
and lMina waves to Alana as the speeder slowly glides out of Lo
the courtyard. _ . L SN

WAR ROOM - UMDERGROUND FORTRESS -~ AQUILAE

AL - o, ooy

Tha war room is a mass of glass enclosures, electronic wall ,rﬁ
displays, monitors, and computer stations. General Skywalker enters
a control station, followed by a covey of military aides of . - e
various ranks. As the group hurry through the crowded room, -
men rise and salute.the new arrivals. The general stops before ™ -~
a giant display of the galaxy. - Small symbols flash on and off

over various portions of the blg board. The general studies it
intently. e

GCULPMAL

MOMTROSS !

CAPTAIN IONTROSS, one of the general's aides, snaps to attention.

—_— . T am

HOHTROSE
Sir!
GLIWETRAL

Yhat's the TN on this?

CONTINUED
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MOUTITOSS

The last frigate tpo leave the Imperial capital
was at twenty-three forty, Sir,

— e -
G.Lu_u
.

Have any ships at 211 left the planet? (to another
aide) Check with 2 Guild on licrton three,

MONTROSS o

o b ————

g - —

At twen;v-FOMI nunr*ea, a full battalion of
stardestroyers lef: for what is projected to be
ANCIIORLEAD, or a nearby System. . ' U

GLNIIFAL
Mnd no ward fron tiitsun. lie should have reported

by now. Captain DPrual . - . n -

'An older, .academic looking aide, steps forward.’
PRUT . ‘ e e mee
Siri

GoMTol ..

What do you nake of this?

DRUZ
A battalion is invesion force... but the Empire 7
controls that entirsz part of the galaxy.... & : ..
revolution, maybe. 3t any rate, they're going PRI

in the wrong direction to be any trouble for us. —

The general ponders this for 2 few moments, then speaks almost
to himself,

GLUETN
I don't know... It c¢sesn't feel good,

MONTIISS

GEWZRY
Put fem on alert.

CONTINUED
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A loud uproar is heard on the far side of the war room.
Everyone turns to see a foreign dressed warrior pushing
his way past several guards and war-room bureaucrats.

The warrior, with his long hair tied in an odd bun on the
top of his head, is Kane Starkiller. Ille is followed by his
son, Annikin, who rudely pushes the pesky bureaucrats out
of the way. -

REAUCRATS
ITt's restricted. You'll have to wait...(etc.)

KANE
Get out of mv way, boy, before I grind you
into the surface...(etc.)

As the dauntless Starkiller approaches the general, the
guards -stop in-bewilderment as General Skywalker rushes up
to the warrior and embraces him. The two Jedi warriors
laugh jubilantly and slap one another, as the aldes and

" bureaucrats look on in amazement.

GENLERAL

Kane Starkiller - you old muscle~rat!
What a sight! We heard that you had
been executed.

KANE

So the Empire would like to believe.
I've been in the KESSIL System. . You
remember little Annikin.

" Kane puts his arm around his son, who has been making eves

at one of the cute young female aides. He bows before the
General.

——
GENERAL
lle takes after his mother! (They laugh)
It's so good to see you.
KANE
It's wonderful to be with another Jedi
again, There are so few of us left.
The cute aide goes back to her duties, flirting with Annikin
as_she passes, The young warrior pinches her on the ass,
which startles her, but she goes on like nothing happened.

CONTINUED
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0.

Yhat a sight!

The two JEDI stand looking at one arnother, hardly believing
Finally, the general realizes his aides -

the otlier is real,
re standing around, gawliing at the duo.

GEWNEDRAL (to the aids)

tlake up, gentlemen. You're on alert. Xeep
me posted on that battalion.

e —

—

COIITROL STATION - UNDERGROUND FORTRESS - AQUILAE

The general, Starkiller, and his son enter a small glass
enclosed control office. They sit, and an awkward silence
passes as each man waits. for the other to speak.

ANE
I've come for your help.

GENERAL ' : C
fou're a JIDI brother. ‘We're

Anvthing you ask.
one. .

KANE

My friend, we've been through much together,..
I've been through much since we parted. I've
lost much... The Empire has chased us half way
across the galaxy... There is no refuge, One .
day they will come here... Take my sSon as your
Padawan Learner. He would be a Jedi. TI've
trained him from birth. He's reached the fifth
stage., He fought in the Kessilian civil wars
and commanded a Hubble expedition to the CONE
Systems. He's a good boy, Luke, and one hell

of a fighter.

The general looks down, somewhat embarrassed. e scratches
his head, tlien smiles.

CENERAL

0ld friend, you do me too much honor.
I was ncver a match for you. Uhy don't you finish
his training yourself?

T .

CONTINUED
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KANE

I'm too old, Luke. I can't go on... You must
finish 1it.

GINLERAL

What liind of talk is this? You're not the
old Starkiller I remember. Too old?!?

Starkiller suddenly ignites in a rage and swings his left
forearm down with a mighty blow across the solid chrome
desk the general is-sitting-on. The old JEDI warrior's
forearm cracks in two, spewing forth wires, and many fine
rmulticolored electronic components. The artificial limb
flons lifelessly to Starkiller's side. The warrior rips
open his tunie, revealing a plastic chest stuffed with
Zlashiing electric parts,

IANE {angrily)

I'm not the same. There is nothing left but

my head and right arm... "I've lost too much, - - =wi .

Luke...I'm dving,.

The c¢eneral bows his head in sorrow for one of the greatest
warriors in the galaxy and a dear friend. :

GENERAT,
Ifm SOXIYes.

ANE
I'm sorry. I keep losing control., 1I'm very tired...
Take my son! The JEDI-BEMNDU must survive. We must

rass it on. Only a JCEDRI can stop the Empire. WWe're
very old, Luke., XA newv generation of JEDI nust be

started. Take him; teach him the way of the JEDI-

BENDU...

Captain liontross bursts into the offlce and somevhat excitedly
salutes the gencral.

MONTIOSS

Sir, we have picked up somethingf An asteroid, or

- 50lid comet movirng away from the Anchorhead System.,
WAR ROOM - UNDERGROUND FORTRESS -~ AQUILAE

The general rushes out of the control station.and back to the
giant Calatic display. ke is followed by Montross, Starkiller
and his son.

o

CONTINULD
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GENERMAL

Are you sure it's not the battalion?
MONTROSS

A z0lid object. It's as big as our Third Moon.
PRUE

It's too large to be man-made, and it's too slow

to be 2 comet. . - bt

CENEDAL
Analysis?
MOMTROSS

It's too far out.

GCEHLRAL

I'll be with the king. Report as soon as you ...—. -m:.-

can get a reading on it. (turning to Kane's )
sen) Captain Starkiller, from now on you stick

close to me.

The older Starkiller smiles, and puts his good arm a*ound hlS_
olé friend.

DINING CIANBER -~ PALACE OF LITE - AQUILAES

King Kayos moves his arm around BREHA's waist as they stand :
on a balcony watching the giant twin suns of Aquilae disappear
behind a distant cdune range. Thé general enters, rather in a

rusit, followed by the voung Starkiller, who is now dressed in

the white uniform of the Aquilaean starforce. (He still wears ™

the distinctive KESSILIAN hair knot.) They bow before the
king. .

* Kavos (peointing to the suns)

Aren't they beautiful, General? “always and
never the same." You're Jjust in time for dinner,

" CENEPRAL
I have come for other reasons. Could....
RAYOS
Relax, General, UWe will discuss it, but over

dinner. There are times, Luke, when I find
vou a pit too rigid. 1Is this your new disciple?

.

s el o)
P P

CONTINUED
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Stcarkiller is ill at ease and bows, K again. .

W E STARKILLER

Annikin Starkiller, Sir.

KAYO0S
Where's Kane?
GENERAL
He left for the spaceport at GORDON to visit
——-an old friend;- Han Solo, the Ureallian, ———
KAYQS

We are becoming guite a refuge.

The group sits at a large table, and food is brought in by
servants. They eat. Starkiller is nervous and watches th
general,to make sure he is being proper. ’

GENERAL

My Lord, several events have occurred which
lead me to believe we are in imminent danger
of attack. There 1s no longer time for

o discussion and debate...

KAYOS

What events?
GENERAL

Wwhitsun, our best agent, has disappeared in

the Imperial capital. There is unusuval -military

traffic in the S-4 sectors... -
KAYOS

Unless .you have direct, concrete proof of a

pending attack, there is nothing I can do.
GENLERAL

By the time we have proof, it may be too late,.

- . CONTINUED
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KAYOS
Luke, I'n leaving tonight for ANMSEL. I'm
meeting with fhe £full assembly first thing _
in the morning. I am not going to approve T
the Alliance Treaty, and I will get your B '
‘defense measure approved. Just be patient.
You will have the war code. :

GELIEPAL

A T .-

Tomorrow may be too late. My Lord, I need
the war code now. We must get our forces ' L,
into space. a '

— o P = -

RAYOS

Cut it must be done legally, with everyone's
approval. Tomorrow you will have that. I _ , )
doubt tlie Empire would attack before receiving . = %,
our answer. The separation of war powers 1is

tlie one condition upon which you assumed |

command of our forces. You're a friend, Luke ,and _
I trust you. But you're also an outlander who . ™ 7 7U50% 7 i
controls a great deal of power. I can't for- s
sake mv oath any more than you can. Just be - x
patient. You will have the code tomorrow.

Captain Montross enters the large chamber and bows before the R

MONTROS ‘ i e

I bring a report to General Gkywalker, My Loxd., .+ . '7f¥

KAYOS § e
You may deliver it.
© r———
MONTTOCES -
Sir, tiic asteroid has risappeared from our scopes.
There is5 no tracec of it. .
GLIIERAL
Were they able to analvse it? o .
IOLTROSS
It never came within range, Sir. i
The gencral rises, quiclkly followed by Starkiller.

CONTINULZD
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-

GTUERAL

Excuse us, My Lovd., M"e'd better get back., I
will wvait petiently for the approval.

The general and liontross exit the charber. Star$i11er takes
one last bite of his dinner, then dashes after his mentor.
HAR PROCM =

ClIIDERGROUIID TORTRESS - BQUILAE

The general sits rigidly, facing the big Galatic display board ..

Several aides and bureaucrats rush to and fro, ignoring the
general. ke is asleep. Captain Prue approaches the general
and snaps _tQ attention..-The- general's eyes onen.
GLIIERAL
What are the results?
PRUL
Negative, ‘Sir.
GEMERAL
Are you sure?
PRUE

Ahsolutely,

GLCIIERAL

It's just not possible. Something that size - T

can't just disappear without a trace...Check
it again.

PRUE
That's the tenth negative, Sir.
GENFIPAL

I said check it again.

Captain Prue retreats to a computer station.
around for Starkiller.

GEUERAL
Starkiller!
Lverycne near the general turns, but Starkiller deoesn't show.
GLIUERAL

Where is that boy?, !ontross!

The general looks

CONTINULD
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ltontross rushes to the general and snaps to attention,
GEIIERAL
Page Starliller.

Montross goes back to his station and a few moments later,
Starkiller is paged over the T.A. system. The general waits,
watching the big board. Eventually, Starkiller stumbles out

of an enclesed computer closet, fastening his pants and tucking
in his tunic. 2 moment later, the cute female aide rather
sheepishly exits the computer closet. She also is in the
process of putting her uniferm back together. 5Starkiller
rushes up to-the general™and snaps to attention.

The general lets him stand there for a moment, not acknow-
ledging his presence; then, suddenly, without warning and in =
one masterful flash motion, the general stands, grabs a small
baton attached to his helt (which immediately ignites into a
four-foot glowine lazersword,) and swings at the voung warrior's
head. 1In an equally quick movement, Starkiller ignites his
lazersword and blocks the general's blow. Everyone in the‘war
room is surprised and startled. After a moment,'they rush to
the general, Starkiller and the general stand meotionless for

a few moments, with lazerswords locked in mid-air, creating a ™ -V~
low buzzing sound. Finally, the general grins, and Starkiller
hesitantly relaxes. They lower their swords and turn them off.

GLENERAL

You are trained well, but remember, a JEDI
must be single-rminded, a discipline your
father obviously never learned, hence your
existence. Clean yourself up. Discipline
is essential. Your rind must follow the
way of the BENDU,

STARRILLER
g
It won't happen again, Sir. There are many
ncwi *> w
P.A.
General Skywalker, white con. -
The general moves to a2 control station and picks up a phone.
PHONE VOICE
Sir, Captain Thitsun has just been admitted
to Med Vac.
GINLEDPAL
What's his condition?
) CONT INUED
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PIIOME VOICE
No data, Sir,
GENERAL . - . B e ..-
I'm on my way
2X. MED VAC EITZRGEI]CY‘P.OOM ~ INIDERGROUNID FORTRESS
Captain Starkiller waits in an outer chamber as General Sky-”‘
waller rushes into the ited Vac emerqgency room where several R
doctors are-working on-the prostrate Whitsun. ‘ —
GENERAL . : AR
That's his condition? Is he conscious?
DOCTOR |

Partially. He'll he all right - a few
bruises, primary exhaustion....

Whitsun thrashes around in a semi-conscious state. [ He sees e
the general. ) ' . :

v il

GEMERAL

"hat happened,boy? that's going on?
WHITSUN (with difficulty)

The Imperial Starforce is already on its - S T .

way, not far behind me... They're going ’ o o

to_gttack . — . : N
GENTRAL CoT

Are you sure? T
WHITSUM

I have tapes...A giant space fortress.,..

He struggles to give General Skywalker his rinsg.

GEMERAL

As big as our Third Moon?

WHITSUN

Digger. 7It's unlilke anything I've ever seen.
Sophisticated deflection svstems.... work in
opposition to the suns.

CONTINUED
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GRNEDIML

They vill show up on our screens at
sunrise. They'll attack before that.

The ¢general rushes into the outer chamber where Captain
Starkiller is waiting for him,

GCUHLERAL
Take the fastest landspeeder to CHRATHOS. Pick , -~ . |
up Princess Leia... and only Princess Lela. ; ‘ .

Teturn by way-of- the Great Reef. I!Host speed. ' e

Starkiller exits: and the general goes to an intercom and
pushes several buttons.

CLIIN AL

tlontross. | L S
HONT ROS. s

Sir! L, e e
GENERAL | ' :

Full alert....evervthing! Get the Royal
Family back here.

HOWTROSS
The princess is at CIHATHOS. There are no
transports....

' GENERAL L
I've already sent Captain Starkiller for her!
Contact the king, first priority. le's

probably still en route to AMSEL., Use the
scan com. I'm on my way.

WAR ROOIt = UHDLERGROUMD TFOQRTRESS - AQUILAE

The war room is eon full alert. CLCveryone is at attention, waiting
for the comeand that will put them into action. The general
enters a communication center, followed by many aldes. Captain.
Montross and the com aide salute.

MONTROSS

Ve're having a problem getting through, Sir.
There is a great decal of interference.

PRUC

It could ke jamming.

KWOUTHELICE. COW

COUTINUED




N

GLILDAL

Try a surface link through ANSEL.

The aides go back to the com-link system to try to get a line

threough to the king.

PRUE

e should be able to spot them at sunrise,...

That's not too far off.
GENERI_-’&L

THey "1l attack with sunrise. Until the king
gives us that code to start the war computers,

we'll just have to sit tight.
PRUE

All units are on alert, Sir.

GENERAL (to Montross)

Have ycu nade contact yet? (to himself)
is one hell of a way to run a war.

PRUE
Sixz?

COURTYARD -~ ACADEMY OI' ClIATOS - AQUILAE

This

A landspeeder rcars into a courtyard of the Academy at Chathes.
Starkiller jumps out, and runs up to the large, heavy doors of
the academy. Thev are locked. He bangs madly on the carved
metallic door, until finally an old woman manages to swing it
open. Starkiller rushes past her into the main courtyard where
Princess Leia and her hand-maiden, lina, struggle with two large
cases. They are followed by two very eld matrons, dragging

several more cases.

STARKILLER

Forget the cases - we've no time.
LETIA

These are' my things, They must...

 STARKILLER

I said forget them, and hurry...

LEIA

Just who do you think - you are?

CONTINUED
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Starkiller grabs the nrincess by the arm, and :
lhauls her to the speeder, Mina and the old wemen run after

then,
LEIA

I will not be treated like this! You bring
my things.... !ty father will have your head... (etc.)

Leia struggles tobreak away from the young warrior's grasp as
he opens the door of the speeder,

STARKILLER

- — — o —

Settle downl

Men the door to the snceder i§ opened, Mina starts in, and
Starkiller stops her,

STARKILLER
You must stay. IiHere, take the Crest.

Starkiller rips the royal crast from the princess' neck, and
hands it to the startled handmaiden. The old women gasp in *° .,
horror. The princess starts hitting Starkiller, with little
result. '

PRINCLESS

.

1Mina's not staying...I'm not leaving her.
You can't....

Starkiller punches her square on the jaw and knocks her cold.
Yina is panic stricken, one of the old women faints, and another
starts for Starkiller with a large staff.

STARRILLER

She'll be all right, I'm taking her to safety...
as ordered, You will wear the crest and continue
as before..

The authority of Starliiller's voice stops the old lady. He

places the princess into the speeder, -and maneuvers it Sl
out of the courtyard. Mina puts on the crest as the speeder
races avay from the acadeny. '

WAR ROOH = -UIIDERGROUND FORTRESS -~ AQUILAE
Queen Breha, Bigrgs and Windy are escorted into a rest areca of
the war room. General Skywalker sits rigidly in a chair in the
communications area, apparently asleep.
HONTROSS
Sir, we've made contact!

CONTINUED
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e

The ¢enerzl opens his eyes and takes the intercom mike.

I

KAYOS
tWhat is it, General?
GENERAL
--The-Ehpire will attack on the rising of the -

sun, My agent made it back. I now have proof,
I need the war code... e

KAY0DS®
LT
I!11 relay it directly to the computer. Is _ e
Ereha...? ' - -
GEILRAL -

The Roval Tamily is safe. Starkiller has
gone after Princess Leia... . -

YOS
I'm on my way back.
RFD PTAIITS - AQUILAZ
The small caravan of four speecers sits motionless on the vast
red plains of Aquilae. The king returns the intercon to the

pilot and talies a small metallic card from around his neck and
gives it to the co=-pilot,

TRYQS .

Send this sub-land, p;iority one. {(to the pilot)
Get us bacl: to CALVAS immediatelyl

Tha four speeders turn around and scream away in the direction

they had come. They pass a huge ultrasleek powerplow, planting— :
‘green funcgus in endless furrows, 7Two clav-covered farmers, '

riding atop the ponderous machine, watch the speeders disappear
over the horizon, and into the rising twin suns. A bright object,
twinkling in early morning heavens, catches the eye of the older
of the two farmers, and he brings the machine to a lumbering halt.
The younger farmer also notices the object, and stares skyward,
shading his eyes to get a better view.

Suddenly thrre is a hugye, bright atomic flash on the horizon.

A few moments later, a - thunderous shaking, followed by high
winds, tumbles the older farmer from his perch. A second f£lash
on the opposite horizon brings another jolting earthquake, and ...
the younger farmer collapses, terror frozen on his face. . -

_—— - J |
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REZADYRCOI! -~ SPACEPORT OUTPOST - AQUILAE

Chaos. ©2ed scramble lights are flashing. Alert horns and attack ..:
buzzers create an unbelievable cacophony. Ailr warriors, with the
distinctive circle and cross medallion on their white space suits,
scramble out of the low, concrete readvroom, grabbing helmets and |

spacepacks as they race out of the door.
ATTACK RUNWAY - SPACCFORT QUTPOST - AQUILAE

Twelve pilots and navigators dash in unison to a line of waiting
two-man starships of the destroyer class. Ground Crews scurry, ; ... <..0r
back and forth, lcading last-minute armament, and unlocking L
power couplings. PILOT LEADER, a rugged, handsome boy of twenty, - S
gives his ground crew a signal that his is okay. He has a winning
smile and a distinctive scar alcong the side of his face. His - ST
crew chief pats him on the back.

CHIEF o ]
Knock them all the way back to Alderaan. , R i

The canopy is closed and the powerful starship meves onto. the
runway. Other crewmen say good-bye tc their pilots, some grin,
some kidding = all with a great deal of hidden emotion. The din
of two dozen retrorochkets cuts through the uproar, and six silver
spacecraft leave the runway, and disappear into the morning cloud
cover., :

-

-

WAR ROOM - UNDERGROUND FORTRESS -~ AQUILAE ey e

The gcneral stands before a giant displey of the Aguilaean solar
system, [lontross signals the general, _ o e e st e sg

MONTROSS - A S
They're away, Sir. Six from Gordon. All other space- . .-y~

ports were hit. The king hasn t arrived yet, it :

GLHNERAL

Keep checking. Put those fighters' intercom over
the P.A.

The general sits at one of the intercom panels, and puts on a
hecadphone., A row of monitors is before him, Ille turns to
Montross. T e

GEMERAL
Where are they? ' e e
SPACE - AQUILAL IN ECLIPSE .

The eerie, reddish-yellow planet of Aquilae slowly drifts into _
view from total cclipse. A small, bright speck, orbiting. _ . it

CONTINUED
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the planet, sparkles in the light of the twin suns. The six
deadly Aguilaean starships setitle ominously into the fore-
ground, moving swiftly toward the orbiting speck. BAs the sleek
starships move closer, the orbiting smeck is revealed to he a

Gargantuan space fortress. The moon-sized satellite

fortress dwarfs the approacnhing fighters, Every few moments,
explosions create blinding flashes on the planet's surface,
as the fortress bonbards the planet with a fusillade of lazer
bolts.

30. AQUILAEAN STARSHIP - INTERIOR : L T aet

Pilot leader, in the. first ship, signals to his navigator who
sits in a small, isolated glass Hfubble to the rear of the craft.
General Skywalker is seen on one of many monitors. A view of
the space fortress is on another. The rest are filled with
various computer readouts and displays. One of the other
starships reports to Pilot Leader.

DEVIL SIX {(intercom)

Look at the size of that thing! llevy, Eowman,
I hope you remembered to bring your pop gun,
'cause I think we caught us a big one thls
time....

PILOT LIADCR
Cut off, Devil Six....Stand by.

GENEPAL (monitor)
It looks like thev're s5till using'the basic .
quad-tristation configuration. Use a "ranger

defense.” Concentrate on breath ports and lock
areas.

PILOT LIADER : —

Affirmative bhase...Copy and transmit....
Devil Two, checli your rotation plates.

DEVIL TwWO

Roger, Boss. Ve're getting a thraeshold d;s—
turkbance on gyro-three, :

GENERAL (monitor)
Switch over, Five, cover it! ...Devil pack,

generate a spread six formation...May the
force of others protect you.

ds PILOT

Settle in,..hevil pacl, stand bvy. Mark five...
break off, Here we go. God save us all.

. o= -~ -
e e T e T+ e
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SPACT -

Fuel pods
into a powerline attack on the huge fortress.

ARUILALAN STARSHIP

32,

arc jettisoned. The half-dozen fighters break off

Multiple lazer-

bolts streak from the starships,creating small explcsions on
the complex surface of the fort.

INTERIOR

The chacos of battle echesas

fortress,

sonnel intec the vacuum of outer space.
as soldiers scramble to large. turbe~-powereacd
ments. Sargents yell orders-through the smoke and ccnfusion.

MAIN CORDIDOR = INPERIAL SPACE FORTRESS

through the vast corridors of the

7alls buckle and cave in, sucking debris and per-

Alarm sirens scream
lazer gun emplace-

Men and robots of various shapes and sizes run to their battle

stations.

WAR ROOM

— UNLCERGROULID TORTRESS - AQUILAD

The monitors with pictures from the starships suddenly go blank.
Technicians check channels as others in the war room silently

listen tc the action over the intercom,
calm, but concerned.

- PILOT LEADER (intercom)

Tighten it up... Devil Two, tighten it up.
Watch thicse towers....

DEVIL TWO (Chewie)}’
Hleavy fire, Boss. Twenty-three degrees.
PILOT LEADER

I see it. Pull in... we're picking up some
interference,

DEVIL SIX

Wow, I've never seen such fire power.
PILOT LEADER

Pull in, Devil Two...Pull in!- Chewie???!]}
DEVIL TWO (Chewie)

I'm 211 right, Boss. I've got a target.
DEVIL S5IX

There is too much action, Chewie. Get out!

 RHOITHLLIOE,CON
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PILOT LEIADLR

Breal: off, Chewie.... Acknowledge. Devil Six, . - . . ..
can you see Devil Two?

DEVIL SIX

P Lhee

I've lost him. There's a very heavy fire zone
on this side. My radar's Jjammed.

DEVIL FIVL

e's. gone....No,. wait, There he is...Fin damage,
but he's all right, : -

A sigh of relief sweeps across the war room. The monitors - - e
flash on, then off again. a :

- . DEVIL FOUR (intercom)

Watcihh your back, Boss! Watch your back!! S

L

NQUILAEAN STARSIHIP

The speedy little fighters dart back and forth across the soft™ ™"
underbelly of the foritress, leaving a trail of destruction
behind them.

PILOT LCEADER

Converge on scuth axis pnint point three nine four.
It appears accessible. I'm going.to map the )

surface. Devil Four, cover ma!
o e

Pilot leader and Devil Four dive in unison through a2 forest of e
radar domes, antennae, and gun towers, Devil Four fires into the  ix"
protrusions as the two starships criss-cross the surface of the @ -~
fortress, Suddenly, & dense barrage of lazerfire erupts from a .-
tower, catching Devil Four broadside. The spacecraft bursts

into a million flaming pieces. Pilot Leader reacts to the loss

of his wing man, but continues on his mission.

SURB-HNALLVIAY - TIPLERIAL SPACE FORTRESS

Constant explosions rock the interior of the fortress. Civilians,
including women and childrern, scurry for safety in the panic-
ridden hallways. Two construction robots, ARTWO DETWO {R2D2)
and See Threepio (C3P0), are blown, slipping and sliding across
the hallway floor into some freight canisters. Both robots are
rather old and battered. ARIWO is a short, (three feet) claw-
armed tri-pad. Ilis face is a mass of computer lights, surrounding

a radar eye. THRELPIO is a tall, gleaming android of human pro- -
portions., He is thin, with a totally metallic surface of an Art
Leco design. The robots attempt to get out from under the cani-
sters, but rushing gas from a broken pipe heeps knocking then .
over. i

- -

CONTINULD
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TUTEXPIO

P This is madness; we're going to be desbroyed
I'm still nokt accustomed to space travel.

NARTVO

The external hombardment does appcar to be
concentrated in this area. The structure
has cxceeded the normal stress quotient by
point four, althouch tliere appears to be no
immediate danger.

s g —————

I et i T I

THREEPIO

o immediate danger! You're faulty. This
is madness!

rt‘o glvcs Tihreeplio a sheerish look and clings to a side-
ail for dear life, as debris flies through the hallway.

36. AQUILATAN STARSHIP

Devil Two (Chewie), a young hotshot of about sixteen years, )7 -7

miraculously dives his ship through a virtual wall of lazer
f*re, and blasts a huge radar disc into dust. Chewie signals
nis navigator, who lets out a whoopring cHeer, as the craft
veers into a victory roll.

PILOT LEADCR

Creat moves, Chewie. Regrcoup at point two, 2ero
one. Coincide, Devil Six. -

GENERAL
Yace, yvour map pro;ectlon shows a weak point
at south portal: niner point six. Concentrate
the attaclk on that peoint. Coordinate.

PILOT LILADER

I see it... It looks good,.

Devil Tive and Devil Three bob and weave in formatioen toward
a giant transformer jutting from the fort's surface. -

DEVII, THREE A
I've got a... We're hit. We're hit.
PILOT LEADEPFR

\A_

Lject...hject. Babs, Babs, do vou rcad?

LR T

CONTINUED °
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DEVIL TIHRELD

I'm okay. I can hold it. Clear me a little, _:-_J,wa::L
Devil Five... Watch it! Watch it!

Devil Three wcbhbles a little, then drops away sharply, plowipg )
into a lazergun emplacement, causing a hideous serles of chain ~

reaction explosions.
SUB-HALLYIAY - IIMPCRIAL SPACE FORTRESS

A huge explosion rips a large hole in the ceiling of a sub-
hallway. Artwo and Threepio are in a state of shock as they”
scramble tiitough theé rubble, There is a constant sound of
creallng and snapping as the sections of the hallway resettle

in the fortress superstructure.
ARTHO

You're a mindless, useless philosopher... Come on! -
Let's go back to work; the system is all right., . | -

TIREEPIO

You overweight glob of grease. Quit following mgi?'
"Get away. Get away. e e

Suddenly, the hallway lurches, and a dead trooper falls through
a2 gaping hole in the ceiling. The foot of the carcase is caught
in the rubble and it hangs upside down, staring at the two =, 5.7 .
robots. Artwo grabs Threepio, and they cling to each other in _

terror.
ARTHO AT e
We're lost. We're destroyed. N

Three sharp blasts from an airhorn send the two androids running.. o]
for cover in a burned-out doorway. Five grim-faced troopers -
riding small rocliet platforms pass the two mechanical men, -

GOVEIRIOR'S QUARTERS - I!PERIAL SPACE FORTRESS

The five troopers race through several hallwavs, and £inally stop
in front of an irportant looling office comple::., Two officers
dismount and enter the comple:x., They pass through several heavily
quarded doorways until they reach the main chamber. Seated be-
hind a large, cluttered desk surrounded by generals and attaches
is Governor licedaac!l:. Ceneral Vader paces in front of a row of
blani: monitors. The two officers salute Ceneral Vader.

FIRST OFFICER N

All com-1linl: power is out. Twenty-two transformer

sections have been destroyed, The situation is grave
on all southern levels. Com-link communication :
should bhe repaired shortly.’ o L

CONTINUED
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The officers salute, turn and leave the chamber. Tpe general
turns to Governor lloedaacl:, who looks a little worried. :

VADETR
‘Don't look so worried. Hot even a JCDI
could penetrate this fortress...We've
alrcady wiped out most of their forces.

HOEDAACK

If.it goes on too-long, we'll run over
budget, Wwhen do the landings begin?

VADETR

As soon as the attack has been broken:
not long.

A short, stocky attache salutes the general.

ATTACIIE

g g
At

Contamination has set in on quadrents B-5 S W S

and P-4. All sections are sealed. Welve
lost two major power stations in the
southarn quadrents. That puts section 5-1
in serious trouble. :

The ceneral turns away in controlled anger and embarrassment.

VAR DROOH . -UNDERGROWMID FORTIESS -~ AQUILAE L
The general sits in a glass enclosed computer station, watching =
the battle progress on several monitors. An officer enters and

salutes the gencral.

3
OFFICET
Analysis reports those IQ configurations are
Cefinitely power transformers...Everything in
the southern sectors of the fortress is out.
GLMNEDRALL SKYWALKRER
I'm surprised they are still using external
power units., It's a definite weak point.
Concentrote on searching for the main cross-
link transformer. .
The officer exits as lHontross rushes in.
HONTROSS
The senate has voted to end the war,
CONTINUED
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G:LI’.J RAL

They can't do any_ﬂﬁng without the king's o AR
anproval; which gives us a little time... :

llave you hecn able to regain contact with

the Xing? _ oL -

MONWTTOSS
Ho, Sir., All ground communications are
jammed.

GENCRAL

Send four men..from third squad, to meet the o X o
¥ifg, and escort him back. Let me know before St 0T
he arrives. Is Starkiller back with the
princess?

MOLITROSS
Mo, Sir. They're long-overdue.
Pilot Leader checks in over the intercon. K L l,._- e
PILOT LEADER | ,:.?‘-.}-
All right, base one, we're in position. o

An officer with headphones looks to thie general. He signals L
to attack.

AQUILALAN OSTARSHIPS

21l four starships ‘dive in formation toward a main transformer
area, flanked by several solar towers.

PILOT LEADLR

Iold your fire until we're within point zero S
five four... !Make it count.

Several acli-ac)h lazers begin to open fire on the approaching
spacecraft. The starships direct their fire at a large black
transformer, which when hit, spurts bright blue and white elec-

trical arcs. One of the starships (Devil Five) expledes and

careens out ©0f formation, leaving an erratic trail of smoke, _
before eventually crashing into a solar panal. P

SUD~-IIALLWAYS ~ IMPERIAL SPRCE FORTRLSS

The impact of the expleding starship can be £felt throughout
the giant fortress. The tall, gleaming Tnreepioc races through
several corridors, yelling at Artwo, who struggles vainly to
keep pace with hlg stubby mechanical feet.

-

CONTINUED - ™" -
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e e ORI T SO, COM

8. ~

TIIREEDIO

ve..I don't care what vou do, but I'm getiing
out. All the power's out. Those explosions

are coming from the reactor section. This is
the end, Abandon ship. '

ARTVIO

our work - we can't leave! It's desertiom.
It's not possible. It's not possible.

Your prograrmning is so limited. Ny first
order is preservation. You stay. I'm
qoing to eject before the whole thing goes
up.

. Threepio breal:s open the scal on an emergency lifepod. A

red warning light hegins to flash, and a low hum is heard.
The lanky chror  ndroid works his way into the cramped
four-man craft,

ARTVIO
These lifepods aren't for us! It's not right!

A new erxplosion, this time very close, sends dust and debris
through the narrow passageway. Flames lick at the two robots.
The runt-sized Artwo Jumps 1ntd the lifepod.

ARTHO ' R T

It's the end. Eject. Eject. - B f?ffi;

The safety door snaps shut, and the pod ejects from the
fortress, | - I

AQUILAEMAN STARSIIIPS

The terrified androids in thie lifepod speed away from the
fortress, and pass the attacking starships.

DCVIL TWO ' .

Object approaching. Attack bearing...

PEVIL FOUR
It's a lifepod., Forget it. We've got... : e

Devil Four is hit by lazer fire, and disintegrates, leaving a

trail of flaming particles. The two remaining craft continue

the assault. Chewie and Pilot Leader wvatch the remains of

Devil Tour disappear. The general appears over cne of the L
ronitors. : L L

CONTINUED
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GENZRAL
Analysis indicates transformer code zero three
is the main relay. Iit it, and the whole thing
goes dead.

PILCT LLADLER

Ve're on our wavy.
Y

GOVERIOR'S QUARTERS - IIPEPIAL SPACE I'ORTREZSS

39.

A row of monitors and the main overhead lights go on, and a _ .|

v —

TRCOPER

Interial relays operative. All power
restored. 2ll contaminated arcas sealed.

An officer appears on another monitor.
OFFICIT

Cnly two enemy craft remain operative.

General Vader switches to another monitor.:
VADLEDR
Alert the invasion forces. (turnineg to the
governor). The planet is ours. 2N three
hour war. You expected longer. JLDI or not,
we've lieaten him, and the culture is intact.’

INIOEDAACK

A truly great prize for the Empire. They have

Ve calculate victory by zero three hundred. -

T e e e

ey P -~ . g
ARG L e AL ot

T

a treasure. of bictic science. Cenetices, cloning -

they've added two-hundred vears to a lifespan.
Neoemeiaber, you must carture at least one nenber
of the Roval Family alive. The Aquilae family

has ruled this system for ten thousand years. The

neople will follow no other.  If the royal 1line
is Lroken, there is a good chance the entire

popitlation will destrov themselves and their know-

ledge before submitting tc our rule.

The general is interrupted by a call on one of the monitors. 1

OFFICER (on monitor)

Vie've reccived a message from the planet....

KWOUTHELICE. COW
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44. VAR ROOY - UNDLRGIOUMD FORTRESS ~ AQUILAE

Genaral Skywalker watches a giant computer display of the space
fortress mapped by the storships. An aide approaches.,

AIDE

£ir! The liing's convoy was destroved at
CATLDIN. All the bodies were contaminated.

GLENERMAL
I will audience with tlie queen.... Who knows _ ";_f.“
—of this? =~ T ' ' -
AILDE
Yany. t came throuch civilian sources.
GENLRAL

Confine Senator Sandage to his quarters.
UUse any prete:t. Where 1s the senator now?

Sandage and several other senators enter the computer station. .~
SALIDAGE
Right here, General,..It's over. We've already
relayed peace torms to the Nmpire, and they've

heen accepted. Your war has ended.

The general is angry and stands pointing at the senators. e
They jump back, as if the general were pointing a gun at them,

General

Senator, tiuis war isn't over. It's just begun. -
I take my commands from the Royal Family,.

SANDAGE
The queen concurs. I liave her written decree,
It is to ba irplemented immediately..... I order
you to cease the attack, ’

CENERAL
Not likely...

SANDAGE
Treason? TNaevolution? The people won't follow

- you, General,..nor will your troops. I suggest
o you follow your orders. :

COWNTIRUED
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General Shywallker stands angrily ponder*ng the situation.
sandage and the other scnators are tensc, a little afraid
that he might cut them down on the spot.
SPITDAGE
Well, Gencral? - oL

LIFZPOD -~ SKY QVER AQUILAE

The reddish-yellow mass of Adquilae seems to engulf the tiny
lifepod containing the two £leeing andreoids. . e aea s

“TARTWO

It's desertion. They'll destroy.us. How
could this happen?

THREEPIO

That's funny. The damage doesn't look as
bad from out here. ‘

AQUILAEAIN STARSIIPS

L B LR S50 Ut ihat LI
-’ LR R

Pilot Leader and Devil Two make a second dive on the now
snoldering transformer area. All firing from the fortress
suddenly stops. Pilot Leader looks bacl to his navigator,
who is equally puzzled. The two fighters continuve to
attacik the now silent fortress.

CHEWIE (Devil Two)
I don't get it. What do you think, Boss?

General Skywalker appears on the monitors.

GENERAL (with difficulty) T e

Basa one to Devil Leader...Scramble code niner.
Breal: your attacli, and return to base. Repeat,
brea) your attack. Confirm,

PILOT LEADLER

They're hurt, Sir, but they still have power.
We should finish....

GLNEPAL

Dreak off. The war is over. PRun on white lights.
Get back here, Mace. We're going to need you,.

-

CONTINUED
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PILOT LEADER

Confirmed basc oncd. le're on our way. Did
you copy, Chevie?

DEVII, TWO
Reger, Boss,

Tha two starfighters break off the attack and start back
toward the rlanet. Without warning, the fort directs con-
cantrated fire at the two starfighters., Devil Two instantly
bursts into flames, then disintegrates. Pilot Leader's tail
section is hit, and the ship pinwheels toward the planet.
Clood covers Pilot Leader's immobile face,

L e Ge—

T PILOT LEARER'S NAVIGATOR ‘ -
Te're under fire...They'rc still shooting.

I thought it was over. Ue're hit! We're

hit! 7rPilot is dead....Cjecting.

The dead "Pilot Leader™ is jetti;oned free of the craft, but
the navigator's eject panel is dead. He struggles with it,
then bangs on the canopy to no avail. The navigator is still
trapped in the craft when it explodes, leaving only a puff of
pini: smoke reflected in the rim light of the planet.

DCSZRT WEAR QUTPOST - AQUILAE

Pilot Leader's cdead bodv drifts toward his arid mother-planet,
hutomatlr roclets hick-in occasionally, to direct and soften

he landing., Two grey-clad troopers stand next to a military
“lnndSpeeder; watch*nﬂ the descending airwarrior through
electrobinoculars. Hace's corpse hits the ground rather hard,
creating a wviirlwind of dust, and the two troopers rush over
to the pilot. The younger of the two troopers, a young boy in
itis teens, cradles the dead starpilot in his arms and begins to
cr7/.

VAR TOOH - UNDERGROUND FORTRESS - AQUILAL ' P

General Shywaller sits alone, meditating in the deserted war
roon. lMontross approaches the contemplative gyeneral.

HOUTROSS
Ho sieon of Starkiller or tha rrincess.,

There was much damage in that area...
The qucen will see you at ten hundred.

r3
(=

ie general doesn't reply.

Cae e m e o e Y R e g AT S e e e g el Oy d
-
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Gds

SZ5TIBLY - DEPARTURL ARIA - II'PE.PIAL SPACC TORTEESS
General Vader stands behiné a row of men at computer control
panels. & commander reports to the ¢general.

-
s

COMMAMDER

A1l enemy craft destroyed. TFirst and fifth
division, troops and equipment standing by.

Thé general gives a sly srile of approvel and takes a micro-

phone frcm one of the computer technicians. He speaks to the
troops and pilots waiting in théir huge war machines for the

invasion order.

—

s

VADER

The war is won, With the conquering of this
Systen we have ushered in a new millennium for
the Empire; whichh will echo throughout the
wniverse. Our reward is the knowledge this
Ssystem possesses. This planet must be con-
trolled with a minimnum of force, but vou must
not think lightly of this enemy. They¥ have
exacted a heavy toll. Today you will make the -~
Empire complete, Do so with pride and care,

Vader puts down the mike, and turns to his commander,
GEUERAL

Let the invasicn begin,

EDGE O TVE DUIIC SEA - AQUILADL

JUNDLAND, or "no man's land," . where the rugged desert mesas
meet the forebhoding dune sea. The two helpless astro robots
kick up clouds of dust as they clumsily work their way across

the desert coastline. The short Artwostruggles desperately ..

to keep up with the long-legged Threepio.

ARTWO

I-'s not possible. We're not bLuilt for this.
Your notlhiing more than a dim-wvitted, emotion-
brained intellectual. Why you were created is
beyond my logic systems, Thanks to you, we're
desexrters, and will probably be destroyed on
sight. 2and on top of that, you're going the
wrong ‘way! AlIl"this f£ilth is getting....

The towering Threepio stops short and turns on the blabhering
mechanical runt.

THRELEPIO

I've had encugh of you, you pragmatic, near-
sichted 'scrap pile. You go your own way.

. CONTINUED _
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lle picks up the tiry robot and tosses him several feet into a
large sand dune. Threepio starts off in the direction of the

dune sca. Artwo struggles to his feet, and shakes a metallic
clav arm at his disappearing ex-partner. ‘

ARTUVO
You'll he malfunctioning within a day.
You're coing the wrong way, but your way
is always the wrong way. '

Threepio stops and yells to the smaller android. . L

TIIPEEPIO

And 'don't let me catch you following ne,
becsging for help, hecause vou won't get it
from me.

Artwo's reply is a rather rude sound, which only an electronic
person could make. He turns and trudges off in the opposite
direction 'into the racky desert mesas. : :

DUNE SEA - AQUILAD

v a . . i
x T B - e

Threcpio, hot and tired, struggles up over the ridge of a dune,
only to £ind more dunes, wnhich seem to go on for endless miles.
He looks back in the direction he came.

TIREEPIO

You little malfunctioning twerp. This is all
vour fault, You tricked me into going this
way, but you'll do no better!

Ille sits in a huff of anger qnd_frustration, knocking the sand S
from his joints. i

© i

DCSCRT FESA -~ NQUILAR

Artvo sturmhhles through a narrow canyon until he climbs over a
sriall boulder and sees hefore him a sight he first thinks is a
mirage. Mestled in a real: formation is o deserted land-
speeder. Once tho little robot is convinced that he is alone,
he approaches the battered speeder and begins to analyse it,

Ile clirhs into the pilots seat, and attempts to start the
unfamiliar transport. Ile hears a sound,and stops for a moment.
lic sees nothinag, so he continues to fiddle with the control _
panel until the speeder lurches forward with a start, banging
into a large rocl. The stubby android is shaken, but neither
he, nor the speeder secris to be damaged.

Ghivers run down Artwo's metal spine, and again he has an

cerie feeling that he is lLeing watched. Ue slowly looks around,
and sczs & large man, Captain Starkiller, standing directly
ehind him, Be is staritled, then terrified,

KWOUTHELICE. COW
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STARIILLER
ilicre is vour master? ' . o
little robot c¢licks and rattles, but doesn't speak. ‘ )

STARKILLER (Cont.)
Can't yon sncalk? llow deo you relate your
cdata? VYou're of Harollian manufacture...
You should bhe alle to talk. 2are you
danaged?

R L

Starkiller rokes at the machine, but doesn't see any damage.
Artwo eyes hin susniciously. The robhot turns with a start and
discovers a yvoung girl, Princess Leia, has been standing next
to him for some time.

PRINCRSS ({sarcastic)

tlell, General, who's your friend? S
STARKILLER ;

I don't know, He doesn't seem to be able to. upEI T . Y

talk. Damaged, probably....Jettisoned from a™ ... ;- 7 I

damaged ship...
PRILCLSS

¥hat do you intend to do with it?
STARRILLER

We'll take it with us. Could be a storchouse ' .
of valuable information. ’ L

Ctarkiller guides the android into the small luggage area
behind the front seat, then howps into the driver's seat. e

PRINCESS

I don't want to ride with that thing, I
order vou to destrou it immediately.

STARKILLER , v

Get in! We've got to hurry if we're going

to get across the "dunehedge” by nightfall,..
You're coming, one way or the other. Will you
join us peaceably?

The princess reluctantly getis into the speedcr, and it starts
with a jolt.

. -
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LMIDSPZEDER - DCZENRT YESAS - DMCUILAD ’ ‘ ’

-

The speeder-flies along, a foot or so above the landscape.
PRINCESS -

You are such a barbarian. I'll have ny
father cut you into little pieces when

wve got bach.,.and I'1l talite pleasure in
feeding you to the GONTEAS....a little

hit each day. I may save your eycs though.
‘I have them petrified and made into -2
necklace.

PREES o Rn et Amem—

STARKILLER

Your sweetness is only surpassed by your
beauty. Just try to remember, I'm only
folloving orders.

PRINCLSS
... to beat me and abuse ne?
STAPKILLER Lo e s

I'm afraid I've only learned one way
to treat wild animals.

hrtwo thrashes about, trying to relieve the pressure on his
crumped legs.

PRINCESS
You stay out of this,
DUNE SEA

Threepio struggles in*the top of a large dune. He is dirty and”
hot., FHis plight seems hopeless. e searches the horizon for
any sign of life. A glint of reflected light in the distance,
reveals an objcct speeding toward him. The chrome android waves
frantically, and yclls at the approaching speeder. The sleek
landspeeder races past him about a hundred vards away. He runs
after it, screaming in desperation, until he stumbles and falls
head over heels down an enormous sand dune. Silently, the
speeder sweeps around in a circle and stops behind the immobile
robot. Starjiiller jumps out of the landspeeder and is quickly
followed by Artwo.

PRTHCESS

Ve're in a hurry, remember! If vou're going
to stop for every unfortunate along the way,
wa'll never get back. WYWe're lucky you got the
speeder running as it is.

+

CONTINUED
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Arevo waddles un to his fallen partner and starts pulling on
his leg, then runs up and starts pulling on his arm,

ARTUD
Tunction! Function! It's me. Come on,
function. '

STARINITLET

Well, wy little friend, vou've found your
tongue.,

ARTWO
We must-help him.7. We've bheen lost.
STAFPIIILLER
tthere aid you cone from?
The little robot runs around his fallen partner giving him

small electric charges from his claw hand. Thrcepio shudders
frem head to toe, then regains consciousness, .

B )

=3

P L

Prin

THREEPIO B R Rt At

tThat happened?
ARTW
You're overheated.
STARIIILLER

Where <did you come from?

e

APTYWO
We werq'jcttisoned from six twenty-nine, P.R. one.
STAPRILLCE . -
I'm unfamiliar with that ship. What type is it?
TIREEPIO
It's a class ! station, not a conventional craft .
Threepio then stands and shakes the young JEDI's hand.

CONTINUED
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TIRERPIO (Cont.)

I'm Seethreepio, Human-Cyborg Relations.
Your indness is greatly appreciated.

Starlkiller and the two robots walk back to the speeder,

LANDEPELDER - DESCRT CANYON - AQUILAD .

w
.

Toth Artwo and ?nreepln are stuffad into the tiny luggage
compartment., It is late in the day when the speeder rumhles
to a stop in a small desert canyon surrounded by steep cliffs
and broken boulders. Y

—

ARBILLFR

T a

Yie'll rest here.
TiIREOCPIO

At last. The transport is welcome bLut my joints
are frozen, .

Zveryone climbs out of the low-slung specder. ' Starkiller
watches the two androids as they stretch their mechanical limbs. 7'

ARTITIO

I've got a bad case of dust contamination. I
can barcly move.

THDRLEPIO

What a foresaken place this is. We seem to - ' CeTTR
be made to suffer. It's our lot in life. Sir, PR
could you tell.... T

Threepio turns amtd notices that Starkiller and the princess have
isapgcared. ile looks all around. - .

TUFELPIO
Vhere did they go? Thev've disappeared,
MRTHO
HMaybe they were attacked! I seﬁse danger!
5, 1IIDDL!l FORITLSS ﬁHTRAHCE = DESLERT CANYOH - AQUILAE

Captain Stariiiller and Princess Leia hurry through a maze of
large boulders, until theyv reach a sheer roclk face. Starkiller
looks around to see if they werc followed. Suddenly, a large
section of the rock slides away, revealing a well-1lit corridor
carved out of the rocit, Thev cnter, and are greeted by two
julbilant guaris,., Starliiller gives them some orders and points

L]
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PAIN UALLUAY - UNRERGPOUMD FOLRTRISS - AQUILAL

Stariziller and the princess are greeted by General Shywalker
and i‘cntress. They bow bhefore the princess.

PRINCESS {angrily pointing at Starkiller)

Ceneral, I want you to do something with this..
this barbarian. tVhere's my father?

GEHNERAL . . . .

—— T .
————

The king is dead, Your Highness, ST

All anger suddenly drains from the princess. She almost. timidly
aslks the necxt question. H g

PRINCLESS
My mother?... and brothers?
GENERAL L e

She's here. She's safe...so are your brothers.
They're in the main chamber.

Leia,now looking more like a frightened young girl than a
vindictive princess, runs down the hallvay toward the main chamber.
Sh=z vainly attempts to hold back the tears.

DESLRT CANYON - AGUILAE ) T

The two puzzled androids sit on the landspeeder, ponderlng the
disappearance cf their saviour,.

TIHIPEEPIO
» i

Do you supposc we'lre in danger?

ADRTHO
The locic of this environment escapes me.
As night begins to fall, and the shadows begin to lengthen, the
two robots hegin to get a little edqgy. The sound of approaching
feet startles Artwo, and he duclis behind his taller friend. Two
guards approach the robots,

GUARD

You will remain calm, and you will remain here.

CONTINUED
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THRIEPIO

Certainly. I'm Seecthreepio, Hluman Cyborg
relations. Your kindness is grateifully

-

appreciated.
Artwo sits rather suspiciously behind his extroverted friend.
S9. DPOYAL CHAMBIR - UDERGROUIID FORTRESS - AQUILNE

General Skywallker bous low before Princess Leia. She sits on

a raiscd platform, dressed in the royal robes of a planetary

ruler, The queen sits off to one side on a smaller platform.

The princess waits for’ a few moments before she allows the : . ‘
general to rise. A -

QULCEN

The senate has been corrupted.”
CCNERML

They cannot rule-without your wish...
QUEEN

I rule by marriage. With the king dead, I am

not strong enough to stor them... Leia is now the

true queen... She nust be protected. The line -

must be preserved. I an placing the future of our . C e
pecorle in your hands. You must cdeliver Leia and

her hrothers to the OPIUUCKEI System. They will be

safc thiecre. CGencral, you must understand, I had no
alternative but to condone an ené to the hostilities.

I deeply bLelieve your campaign could have been suc-

cessful, but there are things that... -

GECUNRAL N

> I understand, You® lighness... -
QUELM

The chrome companies on Ophuchi have cffered to
supply you with the men and ships necessary to
return Leia to the throne.

GINLTAL
Can the chrome companies be trusted?
QUERN

The price for their cooperation is high. It
is waiting for you in lied Center blue. Guarad
it as you would the princests herself. No-one
must lmowv of this mission. There are those

: CONTINUED
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QUZEIX

ameny the tirusted who would wish us ill.
Talie only two of your best officers with

vou, the most loyal. fiay the force of .
otliers he with you. e - =
A _ .

NMothwer, vou nmuct not stav.
QUEE . o

I an too old for suchh a journev, The I
Dinire alrnady eontrols the spaceport : L
cities. You have a long way to travel. .
It woun't he easy,.

GENLDAL

We will have to travel in disguise, I C -
ust nave full command. lio~cone can sus-

pect wealth or, royal training. I fear ‘

the new ¢ucen will not stand for this. e

LEIA (angrv)

Do not put words into my mouth. I will
stand for what is necessary.

The gencral simply smiles.

SUZ=-HALLUAY - UHDERGROUNLD FORTRESE - AQUILAL . T

The general walks briskly through an isolated hallway, closely
followed by MMontross.

GLHLITAL

o

liow iﬁ Captain thitsun's recovery?
MOUTTIOSS

Very good; he's up and around,
GLITERAL

'ine! llave Whitsun and ...ah, Starkiller
report at zero three aundresd, I want two
converterd transports: agricultural tyrpe,
two davs provisions, travel papers, weapons.-.
Contact AN SOLO at the Gordon spaceport...
I'll talk to him... with speed!

Montross turns and rushes down another hallway.

e S gl T
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IENICAL CICUTEDR LDLUE - UNDEIRGROULID FORTRESS - AQUILAZ

The gerneral enters a stark white waiting area filled with
scholarly looling gentlemen. An attendant greets General
Shywaller and takes him into a small observation chamber
overlooling a larye operating theatre. An elderly doctor
grects him,

DOCTOR
Good to see you, General., I'm afraid we're
not ¢uite ready yet. Thank God you’'ll be
the one taking_ them, though.

An attendant brings in one of the scholars from the waiting
arca and places him on a large operating table surrounded
by strange looking eguipment. An ominous looking clamp is
placed on the man's head.
GEULEPAL
liow many are gcing?

DOCTOR

Thirty—-three of the greatest scientific minds
in our System...A high price for freedom.

GLILRAL

Thirtv-three scientists! Transporting a
group that size, undetected... I don't...

COCTOR T

Don't worry, General. All you'll be taking
are their minds.

The doctor moves over to a safe-lile cabinet guarded by two
attendants. The Joctor gingerly pichks up a small clear wial
£illed with grey fluicd. It has a label which reads: Faubun,

Astro-dynamics...In the background the scholar on the operating

table is undergoing a forn of mechanized brain surgery.
GENLERAL

"Rloodory's distillation?”

DOCTOR ’

Yes. It has been ¢reatlv perfected. The
brain is condensed into £ive ounces of
fluid. Cloninc cell samples are included
so that a structural duplicate of the
scientist can be reproducecd. When the
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DOCTAR (Cont.)

duplicate child reachies the age of six, he or

she begins a series of injections of the brain

fluid. By the age of ten years, they have -
received all the knowledge and memory of an '
experienced scientist: an old mind in a young

body. Ve have prepared a special shock-belt to

carry the vials. : -

In the backyround, the limp body of the scholar on the operating
table is removed and ancother scientist is escorted into the .
operating theatre. Dr., Bloodory, a portly doctor in his forties, y
enters the -room and shakes hands with the general. -

DOCTOR

General, this is Dr. Dloodory. lefll be
making the trip with you.

BLOODORY

It's an honor to meet you, General. I'm .
sure I couldn't be in safer hands. _ e

GENIPAL

The chrome companies are exacting a high
»rice indeed, Politics will be the ruin
of us all.

ELOODORY

Careful. If we could rid ourselves of the T ' ‘
politicians, generals would no longer be :
necessary,

NOCTNR
Ve shouléd be rcady by zero three hundred.

The doctors exit, lecaving the general alone to wa#%ch the
huge machine extract another brain.

EPNCEPOPT - OLSFRYATIOI DECHK - AQUILAL

Governor Illoedaack, Cencral Vader wall down a boarding ramp-to
an observation deck overlooking the conguered city of Gordon.
They are followed by a nunber of aldes and officers from the
Imperial fleet. BRelow them air tanks and other military equip-
ment ana supplies are being unloaded.

UANEDR

Mot much nf a nlanet.

CONTINUED
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BOSDAACK

Parth, vou've done well. Do you thirl you
will have the Royal Family by nightfall?

YADLPR .

An acdvance exzpedition is already on its way
to thrir underground hideaway. They should
reach it by nightfall... but only if this
Count Sandage can be trusted.

T " HOCDAACE

A man hungry for power can always be trusted...
to betrav those in power. I'm surc his
information is correct.

{ITDDLH FORITIPESS CROTYOL

The huge rocli face of the canvon opens, and two shabby agricul-
tural landspecders are pusihed into the late -afternoon sun.
Artwo ané Threepio stand on the far sicde of the canyon with <«
their guards, watching in amazement. The general and Captain -
Ctariiller wallk behind the men pushing the landspeeders,

¢

GEIERAL

Wa'll tale them with us. Theov know more about
that fortress than any ten men. They will be
very useful, .

STAPIITLLER
Can they bLe trusted?
GENLRAL —

Loyalty can't he programmed. They can be trusted -
never to harm a living creature, and to always
give accurate information...as they know it, to
anvone wlico asks. You just have to rcmember not

to tell them anything that you don't want to fall
into the wrong hands. . : '

The gencral approaches the two robots. Artwo shyly moves around
his taller companion. :

GENTLRATL
Creetings. 1I'm Luke: Agricultural Engineering.
lie’re going to be travelling together. You're
going witii us to help set up a hortastation on
BALTII, ' '

. CONTILNUED
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Thireepio shalies nands with the general.
TIRZEPIO

I'm Seethreepio: liurnan Cylorg relations.
Your kindness is greatly appreciated.

Threcpio and the genaral both lcol down at Artwo. Threepio
gives tile smaller android a little kick.

ADTWO
‘Artwo Detwo: TFusion Repair.
GLNERAL (to Starkiller)
Load them into one of the speeders.
Captain “hitsun, wallking with a slight limp, emerges from the
underground fortress with tiie Royal Fanily. A small grcup
of guards andaides are lined up, standing at attention. The
two young princes, Biggs and Windy, hug and kiss their mother
good~-bye, than jump into the back of the larger four-man
speeder. The princess bows before her mother, then embraces
her. Tears roll down her cheeks. Her mnother wipes them away.
QULEN

You must learn strength.

The princess turns and moves to the larger specder where she
is helped aboard by Captain Stariiiller. :

PRINCESS (fuming) ’
I don't need your help, thanl: you.
She gives the gencral an angry look. : g
GEIERAL
I''m afraid he's necessary.
A cormotion erupts at the mouth of the underground fortress.
Count Sandaye, scveral senators and ten to twelve troopers
rueh into the canyon and block the speeders.
SAIIDAGE
Where are you going? t(/hat is this?
In one quick movcment the general ﬁoves between Sandage and

the queen. Whitsun and Starkiller assume defensive positions
in front of the princess and her brothers.

CONTINUZD
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QUL

Leia and tlie bovs are being taken to safety.
It is my wish.

SIrIIDAGE

The Empire has assured their safety. They must
stay.

QUEEN

It is not my wish....

—— -

SANDAGE

General, vou've gone too far this time.
(to the troops) Arrest him.-

Five troops start to move on the geheral, as Sandage draws

his lazerpistol. =Before anyone can complete ° his action,

the general ignites his lazersword and cuts the senator in
twvo. lie drops to the ground in 2 heap, and the! approaching
troops stop in their tracks. ' .

QUELN
Stop this!

The general, Starkiller, and Whitsun replace their swords,
anct bow low to the queen. All of the troops, senators, and
aides dothe same. The formalness of the occasion is broken
when the gueen «embbraces the general. She:then turns and
ermbraces each of the captains. They are both flustered, and
sormewhat erbarrassed.

QUELN
ttay the force of others be with you.

The general and his captains head for the speeders, while the
queen and all the others return to the underground fortress.

DESLERT BLUFT - AQUILAL

The two speeders edyge their wav onto a bluff overlooking

the hidden fortress canvon. They stop for one last reflective
moment. Forcad to leave their closest friends and relatives,
the qgrou; is deeply moved.  The two robots, for the most part,
are puzzled. Suddenly, there is a huge atomic flash, followed
Dy a loud rumble, and the entire canyon collapses into a large
crater. The group quictlv vatches the dust set:tle, The hidden
fertress and all its inhabitants have bLeen destroyecd. The
general watches tie rrincess, who appears to take it well.

CLITORAL

Tt was the only way we could be safe from treachery.
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DULID &ra - AQUILAL

The tua slecl: landsrecder= glicde effortlessly through the vast
ills and valleys of the duna sea. At the base of the towering
dune ricdce, thn four-man speeder stops. .The smaller speeder,

with Starkiller and the two rolots, makes its way te the top of

the ridge. Captain Starkiller stops the specder just short of.
the top of the ridve. He gets out and continues the rest of
the wav on foot. The voung cartain pecks over the dune ridge
into the canvon bhelow. Muted sounds andé large dust clouds
rise frem the canveon floor. Starlziller immediately ducks back
Lehind the ridge with an amazed lool: on his face. Ee quickly
returns to the speeder, and picks up the intercom.

STAPKILLER

Zir, you'd better take a look at this., But
come easy.

The four-man speeder starts with a craclk, and slowly moves up
the side of the imposing dune. It stops next to the smaller
speeder. The gencral and MFhitsun get out.and make their way
to the top of the ridge, where they join Starkiller, Far in
the distance, crossing the endless dune Sea, is the Imperial
invasion army. It is immense, A convoy of giant tanks,
troop carriers, and supply ships stretch from horizon to
horizen. Cavalry, mounted on giant dune birds, ride the line
from one end of tihe convey to the other., lundreds of troops
ride one-man jet-sticls in precision formation. Theilr lances
form a giant pin-cushion. It is an awesome sight.

GENERAL SRYWALXER
They're heading toward the fortress,
b4

WHITSUM

What will they do when they find it destroyed?- —

GENLIAL

hey won't stop looking for us...They're coming
from the spaceport at Anchorhead, which means
they contzrol everything hetween here and the
spaceport at Gordon. '

STARKILLER
Can we go around them?
GENEDIRL

Fo, We'll have to wait for them to pass
Starkiller, see if you can monitor any of
their corwaunications on the com-link in the
big speeder.

CONTINUZD
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Starkiller returns to the speeder. Iie collapses in the large
speader next to the princess, and Zlips on the com~link radio,
moving bacl: and forth across the dial.

PRIIICESS
Must you do that?
Starkiller smiles rather sarcastically.
STATIKILLER
Orders...The invasien forée has cut us off,

We'll probably be here for some time. You
ought tmn stretch a bhit.

PRIIICESS

Is that a command, General? Mayhe I feel
like watching after my brothers.

Starkiller looks baclk at the two sleeping boys}
STARKILLEN
They're not going anywhere. They're asleep.
PIINCESS
I want to stav with then.
STARRKITLER
What's the matter? You afraid I might eat them?
LIZRARY -~ PALACT QF LITE - ACQUILAD
The kina's old library has heen converted into an office for
General Vader. Ile is sitting Lehind his desk as Prince Valorun,
the Dblach Inight of Sith, enters and salutes.  The bLlack knight
is dressed in the fascist black and chrome uniform of the
legendary Sith 6ne Hundred. The general returns his salute.
VADER
Vlelcome, Prince Valorum. Your exploits are’
legendary. I have long waitéd to meet a
Rnight of the Sith. If there is any way I
can assist you, my cntire command is at vour
»idding,

VAT.ORUM

I want a tie-in to your computer network, a
control center, and communication access.

CONTINUED
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VADLR

Right away! <1v11 alse transfer all information

we have on the general. Ilis command post was
self-Adeztroved, hut we helieve he is still alive. -
..-. Do vou really believe he's a Jedi?

VALORUL
If he was not a Jedi, I wouldn't be. here.
WASTELANIID = AQUILAT

The speeders malie theilr wavy 'across the gray desert. It is
dawn. The twin suns have vet to rise over the distant hills,
The speeders are coated with dust and grime, indicating that
thev have travalled far, The two captains drive through the
night as avervone else sleeps. Starliziller calls Whitsun on
the intercomn. :

STAPEILLER

How are your fuel pachs? I'nm reading,minus
four.

WHITSUN
I'm ton low to transfer any.

The
e
-

> gencral, who appeared to be asleep, opens his eyes, and
alies

the microphore from Vaitsun.’
GCECDAL

There is a fuel station fourteen decrees

Ly two neters. The occupation force should
have control of it by now, so hide your
wveapons...but lkeep them within reach.

FULEL STATION - MUILAL :

2 series of lowr concrete structures rise out of the desert.
Ti:e speeders stop in front of an old weather-becaten block
hhouse. The rusted hull of a landspeedar lies half-buried
to one side of the building. Starkiller and Vhitsun jump
out of the speeder and ¢o into the block liouse,

IIITETIOR - TUERL STATION - MAQUILAE

The two young cartains, dressed as farmers, enter the dingy
little fucl station. It is cuiet. A fow pover packs line

tha walls and a dismantled speeder rests in the repair bay.

There is a sharp dripping sound coming from the speeder. It
appears that no-one is there,.

. CONTINUED
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STAPIILLER

Greetings! ... Who's in charge here?

They looi: arouné the descrted staticn, but find no attendant. -
rn ecric quiet pervades the building.

WIiITEUN -
I don't get it...
STARKILLER
You den't have to. It's abandoned.
TMitsun cpens a doeor leading to a storage aiea, and stops shert.
| TRIITSUN
Mot quite abandoned...
Starkiller moves to the doorway and sees thie attendant, his wife,

and small daughter hanging urside down, tortured to death. Whit-
sun cuts them down. ' S Ce

IRIITSUL

They shouldn't have resisted.

Starkiller grabs two power packs from the shelf.

STARKITLLLR

llelp me with these power patks.‘ We'd
better move out of here.

Vhitsun covers tho family with an old work tarp. He bows to the

dead, then reluctantly grabs a couple of power packs and they

start for the door. Whitsun stops for a nmoment. —
THITSUL

llear that? Someone's here. (yelling)
We're friends., Show yourself.

Silence. Whitsun shrugs his shoulders and thev start out the
door, only to run straight into a burly steormtrooper.

STORMTROOPER

Gat out of here!

T T O AL JOE,COM
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FULL STATION ~ AQUILAE

Mitsun and Starkiller are pulled out of the doorway and

shoved into the center of a group of fifteen or twenty
Imperial stormtroopers who have surrounded the &wo speeders.

Several troops have pulled General Skywalker out of the

specder. lle acts senile, like a man twice

GLHERAL SRYWALZIR

his age,

I'm all right. I can still move about by

nysclf,
A rough looking sargent grabs Whitsun.

SARGIHT

“That are you doing here?
FHITSUI

We're out of 'powver, sir.
SARGENT

Let me cee your travel passes!

WHRITSU

I have it here, somcwhere. We've bLeen
relocated,..to a Bantha hortastation, by

Imperial order...

6l.

Whitsun fumbles to retrieve something from his pocket, and
eventually pulls out a small, round disc. The sargent puts
the disc in a small portable reader. Various computer read-
‘outs are displayved on the monitor., Starkiller starts to put

a power pack into one of the spceders.

SARCTINT

hat are you doing there? All power has

been restricted,

CLRERAL SIYUALKLCR

We've run out, We must have power, or be
forced to stay here....and become your

responsibilities.

7he sargent thinks ahout thiis for a morent,
rdencral watches him. Tension £ills the air.

as the old, wise

Starkiller

shuffles around to a position where he can reach his weapon.,

A trooper hiands the sargant a message.,
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SARGEUT (to iWhitsun)

Take only tuo of those power packs, and then
move out cquickly.

The sargent hurries to a military craft, vhere he takes a call
on an intcorcom. General Slnvalker _and his two young captains
load the remaining nower packs into the speeder, and roar away
from tiie station.

WASTZLAND - RQUILAD

The speceders race along through the rochky desert wasteland,
The general-speaks into-the intercom te Starkiller.

GINERAL

Reep a close watch. If that sargent .
s an analysis on those passes, we might
e seeing him again...lVe should be safely
inside Gordon within. the dav.

Lveryone is in good zpirits. The princess and her young brothers

sing an Aquilaean melody, which is transmitted to Starkillexr in
the smaller snceder. The general takes little Windv, and lets
hiyt sit on his lap in the forward compartment of the speeder.

-t

rztwo fle:ites Tarcepio's arm bachk and forth, attempting to discover

the cauze of a loud sguneak.
ARTHO
Z2=2 doesn't seem to help at all.
THRELPIO

It's all this filth and dust., This environment
is mnurderous.

Starkiller notices a snall speck on the horizon.
STAPRILLIER (into intercom)
Object aprroaching, bearing three peint two,

The cencral looks through an clectrotelescope nmounted in the

sreeder. lic spots a distant row of troopers riding strange dune

birds,
GEIIRTAT, {to Starkiller)
It's a patrel. It could mean trouble. Ue'd
better split up. You stay on a direct course.

7e'1l neet you at the western edye of ravine
23-C4. GStay in contact.
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~he larger speccer ral'es a sharp left turn, speeding ofI across

a celp ravine, Starkiller can begin to distinguish the approaching
. .

[

STARKILLER
It looks like there's tern of them, They're .
heading right for rme.... Pailt a second.
They've disappear=d! I've lost therm.
GLITERAL
Continue on.
72. TVASTELANID LAKEDEDR - MOUILAE

Wnitsun deftly maneuvers tite bulky speeder thirough a narrow,
Loulder strewn ravine, They eventually come out on a dry
lake Led, where they stop. EStanding not more than a hundred
fecet away, apparently waiting for the speeder, arc five
Imperial troops on their dune birds, ST

GEUTPAL :

We've found them, five of them, anyway...
Vatch yourself.

The troops slowly ride their huge birds over to the speeder,
and dismount, The offjicer in charge is a vicious looking
warrior, with a largye scar across his face.
OFI'ICER
Let me see your passes.
Uhitsun hands him the snall pass disc, and he places it in his

rcader. Ile studies tlhie computer readout for a few moments, and
then returns the disc to VMiitsun.

o
OFFICER :
llave vou seen any other transports in this area?
GLIIEDAL SKYWAIIER
e saw two heading south. Goin' toward ANSEL, look
lilie to me.
OIFICCn
All right. De on vour wvay.
Thg officer mounts his dune bird, and the patrol moves away.
‘hitsun vinks at the princess, and smiles at the general, as
tyg srpeeder starts off across the dry lake. The general
fiddles vith the intercom,
COWTINUED
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GIIZPAL

§-2,. are vou clear?
STARRILLIR -

I have five troopers approaching. Any problems
on vour end?

GIIIEPAL

e came through all right. You shouldn't have
any trouble, but stay alert.

STARIIILLER
GBest wishes....liere they come.

Cveryone rides along in silence, a little worried about Starkiller,
especially the princess.

PRINCLESS
.+oPo you thinlz he'll be all right?
GCMNERAL
lic’ can take care of himself,
Biggs is looliing cut the back window of the speeder.
BIGGS
ey look! They're coming back.
Everyonc lools to see the patrol quickly gaining on them.
GLNLIAL
top! They're faster. Get your weapon,
The speeder screeches to a halt in a cloud of dust. The general
and hiz captain jump from the transport with lazerpistols drawn.
The patrol bears down on them, swords drawn, at full charge. Bothk
the general and Whitsun fire. Two of. the troopers and their Dune
birds ciplode in a cloud of smoke. The renaining three troopers
are upon the duo in a matter of seconds. The general ignites his
lazersword and cuts down two of the troops as they pass. The
last turns his bhird arounad bhefore reaching the speeder, and
hightails it hac'- toward the ravine. The general jumps onto one

of the riderless dune birds and takes off in rursuit. Whitsun
checlks the dead troopers.
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BIGCS
Vihiat is it¢, Anber?

ings pecls out tle window, and sees a patrol of six Imperial.
sLornLroopcrs climbing out of an airtank. Ie ducks back, and
tugs Amber awav from thP doox

BIGGE
Auiet, Amber. Come here. Ccme on.
THREE?IO
What's wrong? - . : ' L
DIGHGS -
Troopers. We must hide! Stay quiet,

Biﬂgs and the robot srramble for a trap door near a large shelf.. - -
The troops begin to climh the ladder to the tree house. The

-trap door is heavy, and the robot and the little boy struggle

to get it oren. The troops hrealk in the door, just as Threep;o S
closes the trap door. The stormtroopers arc lead by a e ;ﬁ%
rough lookint sarcgent. Thev pelie around, tearing everything S
apart. Riggs struggles to keep Amber quiet. Suddenly he

cealizes somethine.

BIGGS
The £oog!

The sargent takes the bowl of food from - the tahle and studies
it. TIie then tales a srall ciirome ball from his pocket, and
tosses it into the air. Antennae shoot from its surface
as it floats around the room. TFvantually, it hovers above the

trap door. A sinister grin sveeps across the sargent's face | .
as he roves over to the trap door and puts the chrome ball back :
into his pociet, '

-

Threepio puts his arm arcund REiqgs who is desperately clutching
the struggling thurmper, All the movement ahove them stops,
and Digygs loolis to the robot,

TIREEPIO (quietly)
They're still up there. Stay still. - S

The silence continnes, then suddznly the tran door swings
epen with a lend bang. Amber breaks avay from niggs, and
attaclks the sargent. One of the other troorers cuis the
thumpe: in balf with his lazersword. The sargent pulls Biggs
out: of his hiding place. Bigos starces at the dead thumper.

. CONTINUED
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WASTLLAND RAVINL -AQUILARE !

The general rides at bhreakneck speed after the fleeing trooper. :

I1is lazersword is raised high over his head, ready to deal a o
death blow. The lurbering birds race through the winding ravine.

WASTELAND RAVINE - AQUILAE R

T™e intercon warrning buzzer beacins to, scream. Whitsun rushes . -

for i+, but the princess gets there first. .
PRITICESS .

T LY

Are vou all right?

TARKILLER o A

Two riders hoading vour way. .I got three, but
two got away. Watch vourselves! '

WASTELAIID RAVINE - AQUILAFR ‘
The general is riding neck and neck with the trooper. FEKe swiftly
brings his sword down and the trooper drops from his saddle. The
momentum of his charge carries the general around a bend in the ...
ravine, and right into the path of two more troops charging down- 7. i
on him. The two troopers are taken by surprise, They stop e
their birds, and so doaes the general. They stand there, about

£ifty yards apart, sizing up each other. Suddenly, the two

troopers start for the Jedi at full speed. The general raises

his sword, and starts for them. The troopers are no match for

the general, whe kills them both before they are even able to

swing theilr swords.

WASTELAIID LAKEDRLD - AQUILAL

Stariitiller stops near the larger landspeeder ancd gets out. N
lle is wounded. Blood strcams from his left arm. Vhitsun rushes ..~
to help himl. The princess shows a great deal of concern. '

el
HLITSUN
It looks worse than it is. You'll be all
right.
Whitsun notions to the princess, who locks a little relieved.
WHITSUN
Bring me the med aid pack,
PRINCESS
If he was clursy cnough to get hurt, maybe
we ought to let him bleed to deatl.
CONTINUZD
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Shia hands Whitsun the kit, as the general rides up and dismounts.
lie moves to Starkiller.

CGLNErAL
You missed two.

STARNILLER
I know, I couldn't...

..GEUNIZRAL

Don't let it happen again. e'd better move
out. They might have reported in.

"COUTROL ROQM -~ PALACE OF LITLD - AQUILAL

The darl: ané sinister Valorum moves several maxliers on a large
map reacdout to form a line from the destroyed uncercround
fortress to the spaceport at Gordon. An aide enters with
General Vader, ' C -

AIDE
The patrel was lost, Sir. All ten of them.
VALORLCHM
Tt's to be expected.
VADER : ;
Have you found them?
VALORUM
They're heading for the spaccport at Gordon.
I'm going there. llave all security doubled,
Hake it an alert.
THE QUTSKIRTS QOF GORDOIN - AGUILAE
The specders stop on a hluff overlooking a small cantina on the
outslirts of Gerdon. The spaceport can be seen in the distance.
The general and Captain Whitsun walk over to the smaller speeder.
Starkiller helps the two androids out of their cramped guarters,
THEEEP IO
Your kindness is greatly appreciated.

STARFILLER (to general)

I'm fit enough to...

CONTINUED
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The general gives him a hard leok and he shuts up. Waitsun
and the general climb into the speeccr.

GLNEFRAL
tiea'll make contact at zero four hundred. .
If we're not bac!: by fifty-five forty,
get worried.

The speeder starts off toward the cantina.

SPACCPORY CANTINA - AQUILAE

e —

The speeder pulls un in front of the low, bloclkhouse style
cantina. Various strange forms of transport are parked out-
side the bar. R

GEMER

Talke care here, If therc is any trouble,

get back to ti:e others. ‘
Tite general and thitsun cnter the shabby cantina, The murky
little den is filled with a startling arrav of weird and
exotic alien creatures, laughing at the bar. At first, the
sight is horrifying. One-eyed, thousand-eved, slimy, furry,
scaling arms, tentacles and claws hudéle over drinks., The
general looks over the patrons, but does not see the contact,
Ifan Solo. A larqge nrultiple eyed creature siioves the general.

CRCATUTE
Assha dughi wouvldugga? o
The ¢general trics to ignore the creature, and turns back to

his drinl:., A short, grubby loocking human, and an even smaller
rodent-lilie creature join the first creature. N

HUMAN
lie doesn't lile you.
GEIFETAL
I understood him,
| HUMALT
I don't like you cither,
GLEILEFAL

I'm sorry.

CONTIIIUED
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getting agitated, and yells a2t the general.

4 HUIAN
~ -
o Don't insult us. You just watch yourself,
Ha're wanted men. I have the death sentence -

on twelve Systems.
GZIIERAL )
I'll be careful then.
LIUMAILL

.You'll be dead, — -

The short rodent vells something, and everything at the bar moves
away. The general assumes a defensive positien. His three
acdversaries ready their weapons.

GENLRAL
You insist on a fight then.

HUTAN

Just trv and kill us.
g _ GENERAL
It will hurt a little,
HUMAH .
Ve aren't cowards. _‘ . f_ﬂ&
GENERAL ' NE |

Then it can't he helped.
The ganeral's lazersword sparks to life. MAn arm lies on the floor. .
The rodent is cut in two, and the larqge, rultiple-eyed creature

lies doubled, cut from chin to qroin. The general, with quiet
diegnity, replaces iis sword in its sheath., The entire fight has.
listed only a matter of seconds. I figura stands in the doorwvay )
vatciing the gencral. 2As soon as the general notices him, he '
leaves. The cantina goes back to normal, as if nothinag had
happened, although the general is given a respectable amount of

room at the bar. The Jedi finishes his drinl:, 'and then leaves.

Captain TThitsun follows,

L - R,
e

[ —— ) c—
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SPACIPORT ALLEYWAY = GORDON - AQUILAE

-

General Skywalker embraces Han Solo, the underground contact,
Kan is a huge, green skinned monster with no nose and large

gills., i
' 112
Yon old stardog., Tooll a war to get vou
out Liere,..
thitsun arrives with Starkiller, the nrincess and her brothers,
and the two puzzled androids.
+ o
= = © GENETAL
It's beer too lona, Ye'wve bheen through much
togetiier. It will be good to have you ocut of
retirement and baci at my side. Ilow is
Starkiller? (putting his arm around the
" young Captain Starkiller) This is his son.
1A ) ,
You're all the old boy will talk abcut. He's
still holding up. Come, let's get off the
street,
The qgroup enters a small doorway at the far end of the alleyway.
On the main street, within view of the doorway, giant Imperial
air tanks and other military hardware rumble thirough the city.
Starving refugees sit in the gutters watching the immense dis-
rlay of force with a misiture of awe and terror. The princess
stops for a moment, and stares at her peodple, watching the
might of the Empire. The general escorts her through the door-
way with the others.
SLU!, DWELTING - LIVIWG AREA - NAQUILAE
The secdy dwelling is dark and dingy. The group is gqreeted
by three underground leaders, axl the old Jedi, Rance Starkiller.
Captain Starkiller embraces his father as the underground
leaders bow befors the princess.
SLUI1 DUELLING = DINING ARCA - AQUILALR
The princess wallis through the dining area followed by Whitsun
and Starlkiller, who carry the two sleeping princes. The
ageneral sits at a large table finishing dinner with Han, Rane
and the three underground leaders. WWhitsun returns from the
Ledroom. i
GENEPAL (to Whitsun)
Captain, vhy don't you take the androids into
the other room for a game of chess? ... I'm
sure they'd enjov , it.
CONTINUED
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A wonderful idea. Your kindness is greatly .
apnrociated.

Thitsun escorts *he two robots into the next room. DATOS,

a thin, wizened old man, seems greatly relieved. e
DATOS

You're taking a great risk travelling with _ ) .,
- -them. This whole operation sounds bad to T : oo
me. I don't trust the chrome companies.
Time is growing short. The Dupire's
attempts at control have already caused a
- great deal of suffering to our people.

OCCO, a brash young rebel, zbout the same age as Captain
Starkiller, slams his fist on the table.

OCCco

It rust hapren now! We are ready! =Each day
the Imperial S.B.T. finds and destroys a few
more in the eorganization. We cannot wait any - o .
longer. ‘

GENTPAL

Any uprisinc without a coordinated attack on
the death star is out of the questicn.

1IN

ile's richt. As long as it's operational,

any action down here would be meaningless.

Ve must procred as planned. Are the arrange- ==~
ments secure?

QUIST, the third merber of the underground, srparks to life,
and rlaces several discs and badves on the table,

QUIST

All passenger transport lhias been suspended,

so we've arranged for you to travel as the

crew of a BALTARINT freighter. The bovs will . .
have to be placed in suspended animation and :
hidden in shielded micro-pachks. It's the only

way we will be able to get them past the

scanners.,

RATNS

Yere you ahle to aquire the necessarv power
packs? .

P — o
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84.

8BS,

86G.

‘ QUIST

It's hecome a serious prablen. All power
supplic=s have been rostricted, S-4 units
are imrossible to corme by.

¥

I know an agent who might be able to aquir
tiien for us. I'll checlk with hinm. It wil
be risky, but we've no other choice.

SPACZPORT_OBSERVATIOL DECKX - AQUILRE

T™he dark ficure of Valorumstands overlooking a grou

71.

e
1l

n of

Mquilacan partisans who are being tortured in the plaza below.

Tvwo Irperial offiemrs are finishing a repert to th

e bhlack

knight. fThev salute smartly, then lcave the observation

balcony, passing KUND, one of General Vader's aice
who appreaches Valorum, ancd bows low before him. K
tie Llach lnight carry on an animated conversation;

—r ie e

inaudible over tha screams of the torturcd partisan

SLUM DUZLLINIGC - ALLEYWAY - AQUILAE

s.l
urc and
it is

S

Nesidents glance fearfully from their windows as six Imperial
stormtrocpers male their way tirough the crowded slum alley-

way,., llan Selo and Captain Starkiller move cautious

ly nast

the Imperial patrol, and disappear into the shabby hideout of

the partisan underground,

SLUM DVWILLIIIGC = MAIN ARCA - AQUILAL ,

The two men enter the dingy main roem of the slum dwelling,
and are irmediately attacked by Biggs, wielding a toy sword.
Starkiller good-naturedly fends off the young prince, as Ean
Artwo and

e puzzle. -—"
Princess Leia comnes in tc sece what all the comnmotion is about,
just as the young captain grabs Biggs by the foot and holés
him upside-dowm. Starkiller and Biggs are laughing uproariously.
Leia gives the captain a stern, disapproving look, then returns

in a more serious mood, goes into the other room.
Threepio are helping Windy put togetlier a block-1ik

to tlie other room.
SLUIY DUELLING -~ DIIING ARCA -~ AQUILAL ©

General Sliywalker, Captain Whitsun, and Datos are i
process of asserbling two nmicro-packs on the kitche

n the
n table.

llan pulls a small silver powerpack from his pocket, and
places it on thn tal:le. The old Jedi, Kane Starkiller, reaches
over with his one good arm and takes it. He inspects it care-
fully. Princess Leia sits quietly behind the general.

: Hh

"e could only get one unit. The CEmpire's
methods .are proving to be very effective.

KWOUTHELICE. COW
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s the power-pacl: bacik on the table. The pain from
izmiple movenents shows cn his face.

¥AND

This will work fine.
AT

One of the boys will have to stay.
DATOS

- on — - ————— e =

We can't hide him for very long....The risk
is too great! ¥hichever boy doesn't go must .
be destroyed,

The princess is alarmed, and loolis to the general for support.
e gives her an understanding look. '

GETrRAL

tlot while they're in ny charge.
Find another way to get him through.

DATOS
There's no other wav. We've analyzed
every possible alternative. You can't
jeopardize the entire...
Captain Starliller enters the room.
HAN .
lle have no time for discussion. The freighters
leave at zero three hundred, We must get

started. : ——

Through a break in the door, ¥Whitsun watches Artwo and
Threepio play with the two young princes.

- : WHIITSU

imat about Artwo? Could we lobotomize hinm,
and use his energy pach?

GEMNLEDPAL

They're not compatible. Ue'd have to com-
Pletely change the svstem...

IIALY
It conld work..

CONTINUED
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DATOS
There isn't enouch time. You can't do it...
RIS

You won't have to. My power unit has more
than half life.... Use it,

The withered Jedi opens his tunic ravealing a metallic chest
covered with electrodes. With his one ¢cod arm, he grabs

~his chest and rips loose a miniature power unit similar to -

thie one_on the talle...Evervone is taken by surprise. The R

general and the younqg Starkiller both rush to the side of . N

the dying-Jedi. The 0ld man turns to his son. : .
NE

Trust my judagment, Son. Serve vour new
teacher well,

The Jedi's broatilng becones more difficult as he turns to
tqe general. )

KANE (cont.)

?n honorables death, myv friend. May the
force of othiers be with YOU. ...

Rane Starkiller nasses on to the 'other world. T@veryone is
stunncd, The general breaks the nioment of silcnce.

GIIIZRAL

ay he be welcomed as a nan above nen. Take
him downstairs. :

Starliller talkes his father in his armz and is followed out-of
the room by Nan and Dzatos.

CLEWT AL
Preopare tie: boys! e have little time,

Princess Leia and Captain TThitsun rush out of the room, as the
general places the pover units into the micro-packs. -

SLUM DUELLING - MAILNl AR = AQUILAE

Biggs and Hindy are noh happy about being dragged away from
their puzzle. Whitsun ta'tcs the rolots into the sleep area.

IJRII\

Tow straighten up, Ligas. Neneiher, father

-

CONTINUED
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LOIN (Cont.)

Lo eimests you to follow his vays. e Aare
coine on a krip, There will bhe greatc
= Gancor,  Yon nust oo £o slcep. Tien vou -

“wale, vou will he in a strange land, so
don't he alamied,

LIGGE

Are you qgoing to sleep too?
LEIA
, ———— : . R
I will be looiiing after vou, How bhe
gooct Loys and stand still. Lift your
slceve. ! :

m———

indy lifts his sleave and Leia injects him with: a sleep serum.
hitsun ertars just as tie little prince collapses into a deep
sleep. Quicl: as lightening, he catclhies the oy before he can
hit the floor. Tha princess injects her other brother, and he
collapses into her arma. :

38. SLUIM1 DUEDLLIKG - DIJING AREA - AQUILAE

The lirp bodies of the two young princes are carried in by

- Lela and Cartain TThitsun. They are carefully saquszezed into
the bhollowed cut nicro-cases. Leia pensively watches as the
general enpertly attaches electrodes tn her brother's skull,
Ian and Datos return from the burial of Kane., Tae general
loolis up from his operaticn. :

ITtAN

He is at rest. The Impire will never
find him. 2re the systems worliing all
right?

GLIT AL
Full power.,.Is cvervthing ready?
Datos nods yes, as the general closes the case holding Biggs.
The strain of watching her brothers. placed in suspended anima-

tion is too great for Leia, and she retreats into the main
room., '

89. SLUIN DUCLLING ~IMAIN ROQM - AQUILAE

Captain Starkiller stoands bhrooding ncar a windeow overlooking
tire crowded allevway. He does not acihincuwledge Leia's entrance.
-

fhe walks over te the windew, and stands next to the young
captain, They are very close, but do not touch.

CONTINUED
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LEIN
I'm sorrv.

Ile does not respond., She is moved by his sorrow, and starts
to toucih the side of his face, hut can't lLiring herseclf to do

it. iler roval training is too strong to let her show her true - =
affection for Starkiller. Sha brealis down and runs £rom the
room. The young Jedi continues his meditation.

SPACEZIPORT AT GORDON! -= SECURITY RAMP -~ AQUILAR

The spaceport is very crovded. People rush about in a

panicked rush as loudspeakers blurt out indiscernible , T,
announcenents. The Empire is in the process of changing = | = |
the boarding procedures and the result is chaes. HNany o
flights are delayecd, and pecple are running to and fro,

switchiing boarding ramps. Ran guides the rebel group,

dressed as a RPaltarian crew, through the crowded terminal.

Thitsun and Starlkiller carry the large nicro-packs strapped

to their backs. The robots follow a few paces behind.,

HALT

- PRI e, L

They're changing the boarding proceaures. s T
I don't like it. ' -

They are swvept into a boarding gate and £inally reach a

sccurlty ramp scan station, There are a great number of
troops and guards standing around the security area. An
officer demands to see their passes and orders. The tension
builds as the officer confers with an aide about the passes,
The aide spealks gquietly into a phone.

OFTICER
hexre are your component receipts?

Starkiller and Vhitsun hand the officer two additional discs
vhich are placed in the computer. A few moments later, the- ™
reacout appears, and the group is motioned through the
electron scanners. On the other side of the .scanner, new
conputer discs are issued to the group. Cvervone seems
slightly relicved as they wallk through several hallways
lecading to where the freighter is docked. Starkiller moves
next to the gencral.

STAIIILLER
I don't liﬁe the feel of this.
GIITRTRAL

Your senses are strong. It's a verv small
disruption.

CONTINUED
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STAFRIILLIR
I~'s a nnight of the Sith.
GENLRAL
Possibly. Stay alert...Varn the others.

The aroup wallis through the docking links and into the

RPaltarian sraccceraft. Several Imperial guards pass them,
and evervone is rcady for the suspected trap, but nothing

harnens. .

INTERIOR - BALTARIAN EFREIGHTER - AQUILAC

The crour stops in a narrow electronics passagewvay near
bridge of the ship., Starkiller and Whitsun unstrap the
micro-packs centaining the two young princes, and check
the voltage packs.

TIITSUN
is losing powcr faster than -

Little Sigqo
I etter checl: it out.

normal.

[STRY
G

GLRRWLERAL

Yait until the situation is securc.
Stay here, and keep on your guard....Han!

the

The two yeoung cantains orov suspicious of several workmen
gathering arcund the rmain exit hetch. ilan and the ¢eneral

cnter the bridgye area. Several crewnen sit at elaborate

‘.

controls and computer stations.
GIZlZTAL
Where is vour captain?

One of the croumien Girects him to a snall chandber above

the bridga, Starkiller and ¥uitsun strap on their micro-
raclis as more worluien converge at the nain hatch and begin

to close it. The tweo robots, Artwo and Threepioc are

confused about what i35 goina on, and wear their gear in
anticipation of moving.

PILOT CIiAMBIR - DRALTARIMNT PREIGUTLEDR ~ AQUILAD

lfan and the gcneral conter the small pilot's chamber and

crect the captain, whose face is hidden in the shadows of

4 conputer bani:.
CAPTATL

Walceone, gentlemen. You nmust have had
a ¢ifficult journey. TUe'll be departing
shortly....

B
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ocpers silently enter the rcom behind the

two
cir larerswerds are drawvin,.

CAPTLII! {cont.)

= . ve been aunti:orized to accept payment
5. the chrome corpany coornration. I
) ne vou've brought it with you.
into the T
- - - .
pass them, . wes out of +he shadows, and is revealed to
s>ut nothing :

.rst Nnicht of the Sith.

iderstand the situation. They turn, drawing their

"y the wove, and cut down the four Imperial troopers.
e chamber’ instantly seals shut. Valorum hasn't ™ -

, near the T i, and remains unusually call. The two Jedi turn
2Way 2 :
strap the ) i

and check

Instantly, both Han and

YALORUI

sver, gentlemen. The chamber is sealed.
‘force me to release the Jai gas...

. : o o
nan ‘and the blaci: knight turns to an intercom.
|
AL - ' 1 »
. S _ ! . INTZNCOM
. . .
ion sccure. Prisoners taken to hold "B,"...
-, : - casualties.... gas was necessary.
; remen - eral relax and drop their weapons. The door
LY . v 1 n » -
ra- WoIsL a1 behind tihem and si:x cuards enter wearing face-
. the cener hd the two Jedi witl: chrqme microcuffs.

A
elaborate

. v EE S

,creeps across Velorum's face. General
iunimpressed with the knightly trap.
!

i

- VALORUL

, it's ended. (te guard] Take them

"G." I don't want them with the others. -~
for departure.

Ler above
Jeir micro-
-l : in
:ch’ and beg ort I'an and the general out of the chamber
10 arc 'hallways.

.r gear in

RIANIl FREICUTERS - AQUILAL

! .
h Han and the general inte the hold of the

o - near the main exit where Artwo and Threepio
um?e{ an £ wooking lost. Threepio sees the general pass
. shadows © Y.

TIIRREPIO
I
. Pre he is, Ceome on.
il .

zing

CONTINUED
CONTINIUED
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The rebots waddle off after the Jedi prisoners. »As the small
procassion passes detention cell D where the princess and the
othcers are beins held, lian and the general let out a herrifying’
Jedi scream, and lecar to the corrider ceiling, thrusting their-
bound wrists into the liqghting fixtures. Theyv land on top of the
troops, instantly breal:ing the neciis of four guards, with
expertly placed Jodi blows. The eiqght surviving guards are -
momentarily durbfounded. ilan and the general grab lazerswords
from their victims, and swiftly cut down the remaining troops,
Tan grabs a small card from one of the dead guards, and starts
for dentention cell B.

— .. . GCNERAL S
Watch it! Those are cutters.

The ¢aneral crabs cone of the dead troorers and tosses him
against the cell door. Ped rays engulf the body, ané holds

it there., @an then places the card in a slot, and the door
silently slicdes open., Starkiller ané *NMitsun leap for the
dead cuard, then notice the death rayv surrcunding him, General
Skywalker grabs another hody and throws it into the doorway.

GLLIERAL
Pass betireen then!

.

Starliiller squeezes between the slain qguards, and is untouched
by tiie rays. hitsun and the princess quickly folleow, picking
up weapons as they leave,
STARKILLER .
They've taken the cases.
GEWEDTAL
Arc they avare of the boys. =
YHITSUN
I don't think so.
ZLWRPAL
Find them! TUse your secler. We'll meet vou
at the main hatch. iTatech vourselvez. If an
alarm is <iven, they'll gas the entire ship.
DLTTGIN
Yes, Sir,
hitsun ard Starliller cach talie a snall husadng device from
their utility belts and head down a narrow nallway. The
gencral, !lan and tiie princess continue toward the main hatch.

Artvo and Threepio have been completely confused by the turn
f ev - : i '
or events., Tuey eventually follow the gencral touw

natch.
e KO T Hik SO, CORY

ard +he evi+
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95.

96G.

Approaching troops are heard in the distance.

0.

LLECTROCLOSST HALLUAY ~ DBALTARIZID FRUIGUTIR - AQUILAL

The two young cartains reach a sterage area of the huge

spacecrart.  Thoev watch their sceliers as they move along a
row of electreocloscts. They quietly sneak past a group of -
worknen asserbling a large gyro-housing. A second row of '
wicro-paciits is sgearched to no avail. U

WIITHUN

If they were discovered, they would have
been sent to a nedical station.

" STAPKILLED : R il

iere are more storage areas on the

.
.

far : e e

IAIN MATCH ARNA - BALTARIAN FREIGETCR - AQUILAE . i

Ilan and
Leia

he genzral reach the main hatch, closely followed by
and the tun robots. Several lights over the hatch flash

- prbe wR

on and off. The genaral cuts a camera off the wall with his -
lazersverd. .
. . T S
_ A AR S e Vel

They're going to take cff....It's too late.
GEHLPAL

Threcpio! Come over herc.

L

general, who is studying a- ™%7i-
to the hatch. . ST

The lanky chrome man approaches the
cowplex computer control panel next

THRSEPIO EEEE
Yas Sir., lNay I be of sexvice?
GENLIAL

Cet this hatch open.
departure nattern,

Counterlock the

The robot immediately starts pushing Luttons on the panel.

ZLECTROCLOSET {IALLWAY - BALTARIAN FROIGUTCR - AQUILALR | oot

Starikiller and Whitsun reach a scceond serics of electroclosets.

A signal appears on tha seekers, and Starkiller cuts down the

cdoor of one of the small cabinets. 'hitsun stands guard. oot
Starkiller quickly
rummages tarcuch the electro-pacits until he spots the familiar
cases containing the twa boys.

CONTINUED
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a8.

99..

] UIIITIu
Troops!

Etarliller straps on one of the back packs, and hands the
other to Vhitsun, as thev duck into a narrow passageway.
Four troops march through a nearpby hallway. After they .
liave passed, the young captain checks to malie sure the way
15 clear, then runs down & hallwav toward the main hatch.

DRIDGE = BALTARIAM FREIGHTER - AQUILME

As the crew mates the final preparations for the blast off,
the main hatch light blinks on. One of the pilots notices
the licht and begins to check it out.

PIﬁOT {into intercom)
Is the mnain hatch secure?
FAIN IIATCHE - DALTARIAN FREIGHTLER - AQUILAZ
The intercom sparks to life, and the general:answers it.
GLZNERAL

Cverytiing looks secure, but give me a
minute to check i% out.

PILOT
Al) right... Stand by.

The general gives a wink to Han, as Threerioc continues his
attempt to override the hatch cormputer.

OALLWAYS - BALTARIAN TREIGHTIER - MQUILAE

Starkiller and Whitsun cautiously move down a long hallwav,
ever watchful of Imperial trocps. They reach an intersecticen,
carefully checl: in all directions, then rush down a main hall-
way. They are about hnlf way down the hallvay, when a squad-
of Imperial quards appears at the end of the hallway, facing
then.  The troops start toward the two captains with lowered
lazerrifles, )

STARKILLER
liere's where it gets tricky.

Starkiller, then Yhitsun, quickly and smootiilvy draw their
lazerpistols and fire at the troops.. A giant explosion
destroys the far end of the hallwary., A few lazerholts are
roturned, but streak harnlessly overhecad, and e:xplode out of

range. The exchange of cunfire lasts only a few moments.
hen the smoke cleans, the troops have becn destroyed.

KWOUTHELICE. COW
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109, NAID BATCH - DALTARIM FREIGUTER - AQUILAD

The rmain hateh slowlv begins to slide open, when the rumbling
cxplosion of lazerfire echoes through the hallways, 1lan looks
to the general, and they both instantly recalize what has
happencd. Iarn draws his weapons. The hatch is now fully open.
Everyone stands silently, watching for the two cantains. Alarmms
start screaming throughout the ship, and the giant hatch slowly
begins to.close.

GINERRL

. e F—
- e T e e ”, .

Corme on, We can't wait. .
The group raluctantly esiists the spacecraft, giving one last
lookk hack to tlheir lost friends. The hatch continues to i - s
close slowly as the alarm sircens wail. Suddenly, Starkiller
and Tiltsun round a cerner and head for the ever-closing hatchj
hattling several Imperial stormtroopers as they go., Han and

tlle gencral move up to the hatch and give cover £ire, Whitsun
slips through the shrinkine opening, and vells to Starliiller'to
hurry. IHany nore troors kare down on the young Jedi as he
sgueezes throuygh the very slim opening. One'of the troops dives
after him, but is caught, and crushed by the emergency hatch.

101. COARDIVIG PAITPS -~ GOFLQON SPACEPODRT - AQUILAL

The general lcads the groun through various corridors.
HAN _

Once the alarm sounds, the entire spaceport
will shut down.

-

They stop at a junction. At the far cnd of one hallway, several -
troops guard a restricted passageway. ‘ S
GEIIEDAL

That's the militarwy section.
STARRILLOR
Fighter craft!

\ sl
But it's very heavily ﬁuarded. e can't
take it with subtlety.

Before the general can answer, the acute screcam of the space-
port alarm rcverberates through the corridors. The gencral,
followed by his two young captains, charge toward the heavily
quarded military passaceway. Ilan, with the princess and two
robots, follow a safe cistance behind. & guard sees them
coming, and orders them to stop. Starkiller and the general

CONMTTRTT™N
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32,

fire thelr lazerpistols and the passcageway entrance and the

troops d{disappear in a huge explosion.

The group juaps over the dead guards and smoking rubble, then
runs through a series of hallways leading to a starship. They~
stop just short of an intersection leading to a boarding ramp.
Starkiller pecks arnund a corner at two guards ctanding in

front of the boarding ranp.
STARRILLER

Cutters We'll have to draw them out... _ . .
~— A blast mlqht alert the crewv. :

GZITERAL
Artwo! Come here.
The little robot waddles over to the old Jedi.

GEVERAL (Cont.)

llove to that 1nt=rsect10n and sound the
*alarm, e e e e

The mechanical dwarf dutifully marches into the intersection
and lets out a high, electronic scream. The guards shut off
the deadly lazer "cutters,® and cautiously approach tie wailing

robot.’

GUATFD
TThat is it? That's wrong? ' L.

With incredible speed, both guards are dropped by a few pre-
cision blows from the twao young captains. They immediately

drag the unconscious guards inte the starship. —
CLIIEDPAL
Starliller! Tthitsun! Stand guard.

I 11 signal at talie-off minus thlrty...
And reverse that cutter!

102, INTERICR = IITRPIAL STARSIIP - AQUILAE

IlTan and the genaral, followed by Leia and the robots, enter

the Imperial starship. They rush through several narrow hall-
ways leading to the bridge. Two crew members leaving a control
station, sturdle into the group and are quickly dispatched by
an, The princess wvaits with the robots, as the general and

lian cnter the bridge. The two pilots and navigator are taken

by surprisze and promptly are subdued. Han switches on the inter-

com and listens.

CONTINUED
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103.

104.

LOARRDTIUG

1ZAI
llowr are we going to gct them to open the
silo cover?

GENETAL

Send Threepio in here. Dispose of any crew-
nen left on hoard. ‘

PAIP - SPACCPORT - AQUILADR

83.

Starkiller and Whitsun new wear the uniform of the Imperial ...
guard. Whitsun has reroved a plate from the "cutter” machinism

and is c¢r
just as a
officor s

Twe guard
and the s

IIITCRIOR

ossing a few wires. Ille replaces the “cutter" plate
squad of stormtroopers rushes toward the door,.

alutes them.
OTICER
HHave you seen them?

STAFIILLIR

Mo, Sir. : -

OTrrICER

They're in this section somewhere., I'm
doubling all the guards....Stay alert.

An

PR L -‘.

s tale up positions just outside the "cutter" aresas,
quad moves on to another starship. Starkiller gives
his partner a phlloqophical look. i .

~- IMPRTIAL, STARSIHIP - AQUILAE

Thr: gleaming chrome Thireepio sits in the pilot's scat,
talking on the intercon to a controller. Ile breaks off
continual drone of take-off instructions tc the controller,

ot karns

to e cennral, shaliing his head.
TIIRZTPIO

They won't buy it. I think they're getting
suspicious,

Yan ecnters. .

1T
The croew is talen care of.
CTFITTAL

“ell, theyr'se not going to open the silo cover,
se I'm afraid we!ll have to take it with us.

w2
LS

NI T AT e,
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106,

107.

103,

109,

T

e're goinc to sustain considerable
damage if we blast off through that cover,

CCUETRAL

It's a thin shell. There is no choice.
(to Threepio) Signal tiie boys.

COPRDING RAMPS - SPACEPORT - AQUILAD

3 a',-' LT
P e

Warning lights flash and the main hatch to the starflghter -
slowly begins to closa. The two Imperial stormmntroopers
vell at Starikiller and Whitsun.

STORMTRCOPERS

7atch it! Don't fire into those cutters!
{(to Starkiller) Shut down the cutters!

Thae two captains pretend to be confused, and not uncerstand.
At the last mlnute, they leap aboard the starship. The hatch

slides closed, and the boarding ramp drops away. Several more | -

guards arrive, and give- the troopers a special card, which .
turns the small cutter warning lights from red to green. The
guards rush onte the boarding ramp and are wiped out by the
reversed "cutters,”

ILETLPIOR -~ STATSUIPS - ARUILAE

Everrrone straps himself into the: lifepods. Threepio and the
general troddle forvard, and the giant ship shudders as it

starts to 1lift off the launch pad. With tense exnre551ons,'
everyone braces for the impact of tlie silo cover. .

PGRIP - SPACEPORT SILO - AQUILAEZ
i

- The mighty starship thunders out of the silo, crashing through

the cover plate, sending shrapnel in all directions. The
ship leaps toward the heavens.

EOARDINWG CAIPE -~ STACEPORT - AQUILAL

Inperial £light crews rush to their starships. Pilots receive
tiieir clearances, and several giant silo covers swing away,
revealing deadly huntcr—deutroyer -spaceships.

TZRIOR - BRIDGE - STARSNIP - SPACE

o

Ilan anc the general watch as five hunter-destroyers luave the  _

spaceport at Gordon.
GRUETAL
He suffered light damace to a deflector fin.

It will talic them quite a while to catch up
with us now, Tell the bovs to get some rest.

KWOUTHELICE. COW
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AT SLCTION - CTARSHIP - SPICD

ilan retreats to the aft section of the siip, where the two
captains are checl'ing out the two main lazercannons mounted -
in large rotating bubbhle turrets.

1AM -
The old hoy says you two should get some
rest... You've got some time before they
catch up to us.
llan notices the packs containing the young princes, . —

1A (cont.)

Cetter store the boys in a lifepod. Secure
then well,

ic heads bach toward the bridge, followed by thitsun. Star-
}iller carries the two nicro-packs to a lifepod, and straps
them in. He checlks Bigqs' encrgy supply. It is low. Leia
approacnes him., : '
LEIA
Couldn't we let them out now?

STAPRILLCT

It's hctter this way. Things are going to
get. rough... -

LEIA.
17111 we make it? Is there any hope? Stay
with me. C s e "7 ies I love
Ynu. . . ——

-Starkiller is slightly shocked at this outburst. The princess

starts to cry and clings to him for support.
STARKILLER

fio-one 1s going to die...so stop acting like

a child, and start bohaving like a queen. What.
is this s5illy talh of love? You belong to the
pcople of Aquilae, and my job is to return you
to ther, nothing more. low straighten up and
get into a lifoeped.

She's deeply hurt by his callousness. She breals avay from him

and runs dovm a hallway into a lifepod. Ile is tired, and angry
at the uvhole incident.

KWOUTHELICE. COW
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112,

LRPINCT -~ CTARZHIP - SDMACE

Thraepio guides $he starship towarad the Ophuchi system, The
gencral watches the conputer readout estimate the position of
the Inperial hunter destrovers.

THREEPIO
Ilostile craft will intercept at thirty plus.
CHEDAL

._What's the nearest star Systam?

-
THNEZPIOQ N
YARVIN
GENMLPRAL
Set o course... Maybe we can lose them among
the Svstems, .
ATFT SECTION - CTARSHIP - SPACE
] ,mr W .l
Starkiller rests in one of the lazercannon pod bays. He is )
thinking about Leia. Slovly a smile creeps across his face. '
Ile malies a decision, jumps up, and hurries down a hallway,
e taps on the lifenaed bulkhead, and Whitsun opens the door,
ctarliiller is surprised.
HITI TS U ,
¥hat is is? o
STARIILLER
here is Teia? .
TRIITSUH
Sae went forward.... Vhat's going on with
you {wn?
STADRILLER
Le'ra in love. She loves me, and I just
realized,... I love licr.
WVILITS UL
You're asking far
trouble.,. Shic's a queen...
You're a varrior....Do you lincw what vou're
saying?
+
COWTINULED
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STAMIIILLER . ,
I don't care... 1've got to talk... : . .
IHlLaun juet shakes lhis heau, but before

his scntencc, thie ship is rocked by a Lor
torpedoes, Thae intercom squawks to life.

arkiller can finish
rénent of proton

- L
[
Ha

GLUCRAL (over intercom) . .
Get to those guns!

. Starkiller and !Mitsun rush to the lazercannons, and jump into 77,
the protective suits and helmmets. : L S

113, LCRIDGE - STALRCLIP - SPACE

iian entecrs the br*dgc and sits bhefore a fire control center.
The gencral sits in a chair, slightly bLehind ané above anee— .
pio , directing the robot.pilot. > o

CEUILDMAL

Turn around! Let's face thenm,

. c .‘..,,._.._'._,..p.-—.-a

N '.'1,'
hrtwo, smttlng quietly in a courner, watches as Threeplo punches el
new information into the computer and the giant starship swings
around in a sharp circle, Several tcrpedoes explode near the
ship., The ¢general switciies on the intercon. -

CLNLDRAL
Your bLoys rcady?

114, AMFT SLCTION -~ STARSIIP - SPACT

The captains adjust the lazercannon controls -
and checlk in with the goneral, | S,

GENTZRAL ' - E
They should be within range in tvwelve seconds... .

tarl:iller acdjusts his giant lazer ack-ack cannon, searching
nl” clectronice tracking screen for the hunter destrover.
thitsun is having a problem with one of the rotating mechanisms
on the huge gun. lie curses, climbs out of the chain, and
attempts to fix it.

(MITITLUH

L

ily vertical fotating circuits are out... o

The princess straps herself into a small lifcpod.
- Only the slightest hint of concern or
worry shows in her face. She listens to her protectors relay
instructions as the enany, approaches. Co

KNI THLLIOE, COM




' BRIDGE - STARSUIP - SPACE

88.

The starship shudders as the hunter-destroyers cpen fire.
Ilan relays the ship's status to the general, as Threepio
strugyles to keep up with the barrage of orders,

LA -

Vle're leosing deflectors three thirty one and
ten forty two... '

GEHERAL {to Threepio)

~TCut hard to maridian nine zero six.
Level to tlhirce degrees...{into the
intercon) VWe're coming under one,
VVait for my signall

AT SCCTION - STARSIIP -~ SPACE

The constant flashing of deflected lazer bolts reflect in

the interior of the lazercannon bubble, Starkiller re-

caeclis his firing switches..hiitsun adjusts his headplones,
and lowers a glare reflector. He raps on the power rotation
circuits, and gives them a little test burst. “The pod -~ 7#77™
instantly rotates a few degrees. The large starship heads
directly toward the three encmy ships and at the last moment
dives under the attacizing craft. Starkiller watches the
smaller crafts pass overhead, aching to open fire. He calls
TThitsun on the intercom. -

-y

STADNILIERN

— «

I've got no signal. I'm on target. What's @ -~ ' " -7
wrong? What are they waiting for? I've )
got an open shield!

The three Imperial craft arc firing incessantly at point blank
rance.

IS UN
Wait for the signal.

Gut fStarkiller has a perfect shot, and he can't wait., e
squeczes tiie trigger and the giant lazercannon, with a burst

of smolie and clcctrical chnrge, opens up on the enemy craft,
iioments later, the signal lights flash on and Whitsun commences
firing on the recgodlng hunter-destrovers. Two of the Imperial
craft brealr off, and preparc for anothier attack run. The third
iz hit by a concpntrate@ barrage from the two cantains, and be-
g1n4 Shlnnlrg out of control, until it finally explodes.

“Mitsun gives Starkiller a victory vave, which Starkiller glee-
fullj returns. These rionents of trxiumpli are broken by the

Anterern.

KWOUTHELICE. COW
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GLUIETRAL

(. . Annikin, next run vou wait for my signal,
T le haven't much pover Lo spare on your
inaccurate grandstanding!

Starkiller's pricde iz wounded. [ie rosets hWis accelerators, .-
as tiie two romainino hunter-destroyers begin a second run.

117. ©DRINGH = GUARGIUIP - SPACE

Ilan turns to the ¢aneral,

.- - - -~ =.

A
Ye have a waakenel shield on thie port turrst...
GIrHERAL

Vn Starkillex. Get him out of thore.
{n Threepio) <Change your heading by
point five, : .

118, AFT SECTION - STARSIIP -~ SPACE

Princess Leia listens to Han warn Starlkiller.

¢ - L

Your shield nower is down. Abandon that ' o
prosition, and seal that scction. Reportl
Captain, Jdo yvou hear ne? Captain?!ll

Leia becomes worried that sonmetiiing has happened to Arnikin., = .-
The young captain switches off the intercom system and signals ..ol
to Whitsun that the systzmn has gone dead. BEcfore Whitsun - .
can answer,the two huntcr-destroyer. spacecraft are upon them '
once again., Lazer bolts flasih all around them., The general's
signal flashes on, and the captain starts to return the fire,
Cne of the Imparial fighters concentrates its fire on Star-
iller's wealiened gunport. A direct hit Llows open a hole in
the turret, and everything that isn't bolted down is sucked
into outer spacc, including Starkiller. le bangs against the
side of the starship, held only by a wealiened lifeline.

The princess heors (hitsun explain Starkiller's predicament,
and rushes hrack to help him, She is stopped Ly a prassure
locked door leading to thie gun implacement.
119, BRIDGL - STARCSHIP - SPACE
The venceral orders Threepio to swing the spacecarft around
and start a new attacl:. He turns to Artwo.
COLITINUED
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) GLiTEPAL

Use the aft port...5ce what you can do
for Starkiller.

Artwe hurredly waddles out of the bridge. Threepio and Han
simultaneously turn te the g¢eneral,

TIRZEPIO
More craft approaching!
HAI
It 1ook§ like at least six or seven.

The general studies the radar scopes and then checks a Galatic
map displaved on one of the monitors.

GEHLRAL
Change course to three point cne.
TINEZPIO

That will head us directly into the path
of thn iliorton Astercid Belt.

o HA

That Asteroid Belt is too dense to pass
through...The ship won't make ?t!

-
- . -

GLMNFPAL

tle'll never defeat them in combat. It's
our only chance to lose thewm.

Threepio punches in new coordinates, and the starship veers
avay tuwocard the treacilerous astroid bLelt,

20, NFT SECTION -~ STARGEIP -~ SPACT

ihitsun fires on one of the two hunter-destroyvers which is
.pacing tihie rebel starship. BStarkiller unsuccessfully tries
to pull himsclf back inside the spacecraft. The encmy
craft maneuvers wildlyv in an attempt to get into a hetter
nosition, to fire on Starkiller. Whitsun blasts away, until
the Imerial spacecraft spews forth equipment ané personnel,
carcens off, and eventually explodes.

Artwo wobbles along the exterior of the shin, until he reaches
the stranded captain. He attaches a new lifeline to the young

CONTIUULD
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Jedi's swacesuis, an? nmales his way bacl inside the wounded
craft, Starliiller is pulled to safetv just as the starship
enters the astroid belt. A barrage of small and large Lo
astroids begin ta pelt the ship, causing a great deal of
damrage,

b gmes  mowmy

CrNETAL (over intercome) ' -

Secure voursclves. We may have to eject.
Abandon the turrets,

The princess rushes back to her lifepod and straps herself | - .. - .
in. Wiitsun and Artwo. help Starkiller make his way out of et
the lazercannon turrets and through a series of locks, to o
the liZepod area.

BRIDGE - S5TARSGIIP - SPACE N .

Thie astroids hit hard, The ship is buffeted to and fro as -

the gencral, Ian, and Threenio struggle into their space- e
suit~lilie lifepods., The Imperial hiunter-destrover closest - - ..+
to the rebel ship explodes in the onrush of deadly astroids, ‘
The nev reinfeorcenent hunter-destrovers turn back and give

up the pursuit. They disappear from the tracking monitors. . .

‘The astroid bombardment becomes alrmest unbearable. . Warning ™ 7 .cx::
lights hegin to flash. Tnxtending foils, antennae, and E AR
armament porls ars scraped awav from the starship hull. A e !
hasehall-sized hele in punched through the midsection, and .
hundrecs of objects are sucked into space. M large locker B
eventually rlugs the orening. The starshio and her passengers. - . ...
shudder and sway under the punishment of the astroid storm.

e

l

THRELEPIO e e e
The ship is breaking up; . SR 7.ﬂ5ﬁu1;_5;“€
AN . o
etre almost clear of the storm.
THREE?IO .

'e'll nover majie it, Eject, we must cject.

The gencral watches the computer monitor as the starship emerges
from the far side of tic Asteroid Belt. :

HAL
Ye're appreaciiing one of tie Forbidden Systems....
CEHLRAL S

We've got Lo achicve orbit.

COKTINTED
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22.

TIEDECPIO
Ve'll nover malke 1it.

The starsihin heads for a small blue-green planct in the distance.

LCTIOW - STATSHIP - STLCL

=
=
¥
m

Starkiller wvas considerably shalen in the destruction of his
lazerturrct. lie i3 slichitly Cazed as Whitsun straps him into
a lifepod with Artvo.

MLIITSUN (to Artwvo) - T

You watch hin. Malke sure this pod gets off .
all right. : kS

Artwo nods, and Uhitsun moves to the second lifepod and straps
himself in next to the princess,

LEIA
¥Will he be all richt? -
WHIITSUH R

I thinl so.. ’' His feelings for you are
dangerous. You zshould discourage him.

flie is snrprlseﬂ that Starkiller has any feeling forx her, but
reeps her cmotions to herself,

DRIDGE - STARSIIP -~ YAVIID ORBIT ’ e

..

The gencral is strapped into the lifepod with the two micro-
paciis containing the young princes. Han and Tlhreepic are in
the second lifepod.

9%} .

We're in orbit.
" TUHPLELPIO

Ve've got to eject now! Those reactors won't
hold much longer. This ship's going to end
up in a million little picces,... and I don't
wauilt to be one of then.

LA
All lifepod systeris are operative,

CrIlZpnL {into intercom)

I von boys are read? back therc, we'll get
off this bucket.

.

4w e e

alatlah SRI . 1 N
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93.
IITSUN
All systems orerative...I have the signal.
0
e

All systems operative,..We have the signal, .

jian salutes the arneral, and his lifepod jettisons away from
the crippled starship. Ilie is quickly followed by the general.

AFT SZCTIONH - STARENIP ~ YEVIN ORBIT
Artwo pushes tlie jettison switch, but nothing happens.
Starliller slouvly and with some éifficulty, pushes the -
switch two or three times, liothiing happens. lle begins ' o
to look a little worried.
STARINILLEN (into intercom)
Ve've yot a prohlem...Wait a second...
Aritwo pushes the svitch again, and the lifepod blasts off
in a cloud of smoke and debris. Whitsun also seems to he |
having a problem., HalZf the lights on his control panel
have rnone dead. lie struggles to reactivate them.
VHITSUN
'y powar's out!
GEZULPAL (over intercom)
Is it a faulty switch?
UiIITsun
No. The whole banlk is out. —
Vhitsun gives the princess a reassuring look, then punches
same information into the computer. 7The noniter flashes:
"Income ling nain pewer." Le looks outside the lifepod and
sees a damaged cable.
WRITSUL
I've found it..,

L EDML

You haven't much time...The auxilliary units
have already blown....

"Mitsun scraml,les out of the lifeped and rushes over to the
severed connector. lle works on it for a feuv moments, then

COYIMTR T
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stors with a rathiar defeated looli, The rrincess watches him
as he tries +o thinl: of a solution. A orcat explosicn is
heard in the forvard part of the ship.

LITTZFONS -~ SPACT - YAVIN ORGIT

The tr7o lifepods containing the cencral,ard Illan and Threepio
drift away from the disabled starship.

GENIZINIG
Wiere's Starkiller?
AN
I can't see hinm eithex.
Ctariiiller uses the small rockets on uis lifepod to maneuver
bacl: toward the burning starship., He can near the general
over the intarcon,
GLUERAL
Starkiller, where are you? Report in.
Starliiller reoaches doun and switclhies off the intercom.
FI'T GTCTION - STARSHID - YAUVIT ORBIT
hitsun appears to have found a sclution to his situation
anc rushas hac't to the nrincess. ile reaches in and locks:
on the power switch,
VIIITSUN : . -
herc is only one possible solution, and
wve nust usa it, Lock the hiich and nake
sure it iz sealed,
PRILCZEN
Dut what af...

Another onxprlosion creates a large bulge in the wall of the
aft saction.

WHITSUN
e've no time!
le slams the hateh shut and runs to the pover connector. Smolie
begins to £ill the chamber, as Whitsun slams a larce metallic

dampening tool across the damaged cennector terminals, and
the lifepod jettisons away.

e e e e e e e ——

KWOUTHELICE. COW




127. LITLPEONS = GTACE - YAVIL OrlIiT

The princess jettinons free, as Starkiller moves toward the
crinnled shir. Leia calls the ceneral on the intercom.

LEIX

I'm 211 right, but Clieg is still on board.

CRUTPAL
tarkiller, stay out of tuere. - S o,
it a rumble, tie F“nr.dln disarpears in a spectacular e:plosion,
sending ue%rls in all directions. Starkiller stecps his lifepeod .
and it starts to frift. Iie 1= weeping. Ilian and t1e general cor

halplessly watcii the rorairns off the explesion drift away,
GTNTRAL

ftarkiller, stay near Leia. Usc your
bzacon. Coordinate with us. .

Starlkiller's intcorcom is weak, and there is a great deal of

static, The lifepods drift toward the awescme blue-green Yavin *7v°
surface. The general loses siqght of the cther lifepods as they
Cascend through the cleud cover,

GILISEREL

Cantain, I'm losing vour beacon. Send me a
new signal. .

All he gets is static. 7The planct surface rushes toward the fall- "
ing lifepods. Petrorockets automatically kick in and slow the e
pocs. Two of the snall craft break through the c¢louds and 1and
in the dense, steaning juncles.

120, VINL JUNCLE - YAVIN .

o rast in the middle of a larce vine-covercd tree. Ilie
rabs the two micro-pachks and climbs out of the lifepod, and
onto a large rnwss-covered limb. Jlan and Threepio run to the
basce of the huge tree. ’

The goneral's lifepod cerashen through the foliage until it
> £
I

ITAM
Are you all right?
GHERATL

Fine...hny signal from Annikin?

CONTINUED
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ok ad

ey

Mothing yet. I thinlt they landed further
south.

~he general attaches a thin cahle frem his utility belt to the
tree trunk, and slides tr the oround. ilan takes the micro-
pachks from him. The general looks around at the jungle,

GLNEPAL
This is dangerous country...We'd better stay .
together,

TUREETIO

The wildlife in the forbidden system is
crtramely hostile...Perhaps we sunuld seelk
sheclter?

+ ’ 3 .
Lan inspects the power units of the micro packs.

Windy's unit is very low. I can't tell if L
the unit is still functioning. :

GLUCERAL

e have to find a place to revive them.
a'll start mmoving south, We should find
protection aleong that ridge,

.

- ae

The general greobs one of the micro-packs and starts off into

the murky jungle., ilan and Threepic quickly follcw. The jungle -

is a strange and eerie, fog-laiden purgatory. Gruesome and
unnatural sounds permeate this chostly wasteland. Everycne

is cautious, and on tho alert for an unseen danger. .

FOPLET OF TN GADRGANTUANE - YAVIN

Stariiiller®'s lifepod is5 also caught in the limbs of a
gargantu~n trec. The lifepod has heen ripped in half by the
crasih landing., The unconscious Jedi hangs half out of the
danaged craft. A tio foot hich insect-like creature scoots
town a hranch and onte tha haclt of the dormant warrior. The
insect leots out a chilling hissing sound, and a slimy tube
crierges from its hairy mouth, waking Starkiller. I1eé is
irmecdiately avars of the insect. Iiis eyes are open, hut he
Coesn't move. Suddenly, with one quicl: blow, lie knocks the
creature aqgainst the side of the spacecraft, and it is
squashed lifeless.

Ctarkiller iz a little arogoyv, .but he manaves to climb out

-

of the vreclage. Iie looks around for Artwo.

.

COMTINULD
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Artwo! Aritwo Detua!l

iclp!

Starkiller turns and sces the little robot hanging upside down,
one of his three feet caught in a vine. He lifts Artwo out of
his predicanent ané places hin securely cn a wide limb.

STARIIILLER
Cid vou sec Leia? ] -
ARTVO

She landed on the other side of those trees,
approsiimately eicht hundred neters.

STATGIILLER

.

7ell, come on, old buddv. Let's get ouzr- _ L
selves out of this tree. ‘ ‘ ' BTN

VINT JUUIGLE RIDGE - YAVIN

The ¢eneral, Lar and Threenio reach a shallow cave near the
top of a steep ridge, They quickly pull off the micro-packs .
and place them on a clear niccae of ground at the mouth of

the cave,

GENERAL (to Han)

Check out the inside, Threcpio stand guard.
Xeep your eye on the countrvside.

e lookis at the power units on the micro-packs and shakes
his head vith a vorried loelz. IHan returns from a survey of
the inzide of the cave, )

[IALT

It donasn't a0 very far. Therc's nothing back
1
JICIC L

(-I-Il l‘
Help me with this.

Inn helps the general 1ift the: ton from the case containing
! 7. the yecunser of the two princes. The small bov  arpears

indr,

lifeless as the goneral »rulls him fres his encasement, and
rosts hin on the cave floor. TMan pulls a small rcsperation
out of the micro-pachs and places it over the hoy's nose. Tiae
genernl attachics tue clectrndes over his heart. '

CONTTIIITTEN
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AL

lie deoesn't lool: geod.

Tne little vrince begins te turn bhlue., The ¢encral growvs
tense. Uindy starts to regain consciousness, but begins
coughing and cheaiiing, then goes limp again. The general .
cuickly props Vindy's mouth open with a swmall plastic rod
and checks the reading on his power pack.

GCUZFAL

Ve nced more power...tap off Biggs' unit..,
—Quickly! T

e then placaes Windy's arms behind his back and starts
pressing on his chest with sharp, rhythemic novements.
Ifan attaches new zlectrodes to the boy's hecart. Uindy
acain comes to, chicking and coughing. TFinally, he begins
to cry. Thea genceral takes the plastic tube from his
nouth and tenderly pats him on the back.

GEIERAL

Let's get Biggs cut of there. le
shouldn't be a problem.

TONLST OF 7N GADPGAHTUMIS - YILVIN
Starlziller slans closed the hatchh of Princess Lela's

lifepod. In the distance, the subhuman cries of lone-
some tree beasts cut tirough the forest murnmur.

ARTHO
Perhaps she went in search of us.

tarlkiller studies tiie ground around the capsule., There are
a great many footprints, and much brolken foliage.

STAPIIILLED

Soimeone's got her, EShe put up quite a fight...
It's an casy trail to feollow,

VIiiD JUIGLE PIDGE - YAVI
Coth Liggs and Tindy are slecping restlessly on the floer

0f the cave. ILan watches over them as the ganeral scans
the valley below with a pair of electrobinoculars,

. .

CONTINUED
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THTINPIN

It's ahout fourteen degrecs below the

horizon... a little to the left.
The electrobinoculars sweep the rich grecnh landscape until
they cone to rest on a bright reflection, revealinc some -
type of structure.

CDUETPRL

It's too small to be a military base...
Could belong Lo a trapper.

THTLELPIO
Nighly unusual...
GCITENAL
- :.It's on the way. Pcrhaps we should

n investigate. '

Little Bigos walies up with a giant yaum.
NICGH

lley! Vhere are wa?

CFOPLET OT TIIL GARGAITUAMNS - YAVIN

.. The gargantuan trees are shrouded in mist, and the oninous

sounds of uncearthly creatures £ill the air. Starkillerx
rmoves quietly and cautiously, followed by Artwo, who inacd-
vertently makes a loud clicking sound. The young warrior

" stops, and motions to the stubby little robot.

STATIILLIR

Vait here. If I don't return by zero tire
hundred, come leoliing for me.

The mechanical dwarf acknowledges-with his computer light.

‘Starkiller moves swiftly and silently forward, until he hears

laughing and veoices. Ile climbs upr the bhanlkiside of a huge
tree, and inches his way out onto one of the huge overlhianging
branches. nelow him, he can sce a group of scruffy, alien
tragpers sitting around a nutron stove joiiing and telling
stories. Parked on either side of the arour are two large,
tank-like"jungle crawlers.” Behind the crawlers, £five
ockees, {huge grev and furry beasts) hang urmside down in

a tree. Occasienally, they thrash about in great angar ana
frustration.

The trappers speak in a strange language, and althourh they

appear slightly human, they are sliny, Ceformed, hideousn
locking creatures, Two of the trarperz yell at onz another

 RHOWITHLLIOE,COM
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'UITLIA, a largs, ferocious Wechee, steps forvard. He
ayg SomcLAing tn the cuards, and they cuic lv rove away.
Ee struts hefora Starkiller, Hoasting and bahntlnr hin with
his specar and hattle ax. The captain studics the Vookee
warrior as ho poces back and forth, his helmet plumes
dancing anc chest armor jangling. Uithou# warning, Star- .
ziller lets out another loud Jell startling Jommlllla 1nto e
Laching off Starkiller continues his verbkal assault, ™ .
calling the anonhronenulnﬂ Wool:ce all manner of vile and
degrading thinas., Jommillia continues to back into the
surrounding crowd, momentarily confused Jy this odd be-
haviour. E£loirly, Jormillia beglns to grin, He takes a )
defcnsive %tance, then beqgins to laugh hysterically. This = .. “iw
stops Starkiller. The giant UWookee swings his deadly,
double-bladed battle ax over his head and expertly throws _
it directly at the young cantain's head. To the amazement . .. ..
of Jormnillia and the other Uookees, Starkiller, with Jedi .
sl:ill and concentration, catches tihe ax in nid-air, then
charges nis furrv opponent. ’ .

Jommillia is caught off-quard, but manaces te block Star- -
}:illexr's attaclk with his spear. The two warriors engage'. i
in a savage and fantastic duel. Stariziller.cuts the Wookee's
spear in h 1f, hut is hit along the side oI the head by the

shaft and is momentarily dazed. The battle ax is knocked -+ «roe

-
-

from his hands. ILie grabs the spear shaft and rams the giant ...~
creaturza in the helly. A loud comand from outside the .
crowd stops the figlit, The Voolees part, revealing Chew-
lbacca andéd his father, who approach the two warriors. Jom-
millia bhows before his chief, and is commanded to move away.
Clievibacca speaks teo Gtarkiller. Ile doesn't understand, but
welcomes the chance to catch his hreath. Chewbacca then .
Preseuts his father, who steps forward and bows before the
mightyv Jedi. Cheubacco bows also, as the crowd of Wookees -
chatter in disbelief. 'hen the chief and his son rise, ’
Starkiller haoirs down before them, This pleases the Wookees,

and they screech and cheer,

TRLE IIOUSE - TOFEST OF THE GARGAITUMIS - YAVIN
r. and Mrg, Lars stand on the balcong cf their tree house
vith Threepio and the two little rrinces, Riggs and Windv.
lian and tha ganeral eneryge with large survival backpacks
and multiplelaser veapens,
GENTTAL (to Threepin)
We'll call for you when we've found them.

THULELDPIO

' Your orders are quite clear. The boys will
be quite safe.

LIRS

Don't worry. The natrols never come out this far.
W2'll take good care of the hovs.

CONTINUED
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crawler with Princess Leia held unconscious and half naked

100,

in a friendly argument. One shirtless crezture coes into

a “cravler,® and the raraining eiqght laugh hysterically.
tariiiller moves further ouf on the linb to get a bhetter
Vlcw. » courle of pieces of hark breal: lcose, and float a
hundred feet tn the around. The trappers fail to notice.
i'oments later, the shirtless trapper emerges from the L

over iiis head. Starkiller's rage hknows no houncds. With

a terrifying Jedi war cry, the young captain jumps from

the tree, sails over a2 hundred feet, and vitit great agility,

lancds in the niddle of the startled trapprers. In  one

continuous rapid motion, he ignites his lazersworcd and cuts o
down three of the vile_creatures. The shirtless trapper 77 o
swings the rrincess over his slioulder, and runs back into
the huge "jungle cravler." Two other trarpers reach for C
thairx platola, but the Jedi has Iilled thew hefore their C
weapons can olcear leather. The three remaining creatures

nawe tholr nisic i1s ount and start firin:. ZIZumlosicns erunt

All arownd Ghortiiller. Nne blast hits the branch holding

the YTockees, and they cnllansc with a leud screech in a heap. e e
Cne of the trapners is caught in the crossfire and is blown Sl
arart. : ‘

When the smolie clears, Stariiillér lies unconscious amid the
burning rubble. The jungle crawler beains to move out of 737 7™
the camp., The last tio trappers run after it, One is ablc to 7
jump on hoard, but the second trapper runs too close to the T
nor freed Woolices. CHIWDACCA, one of the furry giants, grabs
hin and snanms lLim in two, like a sticlk of wood. The jungle
cravler disaprears. in the forest mist, The eight foot
Chevbaccm, who reserhbles a huge, grey bushibaby with fierce
baboon—1like fancs, struggles to free |

his compendons.

Starkiller recrins semiconsciousness, and attempts to gét up, LT
only to ¢roan and collapse Lback into uncensciousness., The L
Vookees gather around him and poke him a courle of times to

sce 1f he is still alive. They saquawl: and jabber, apparently
insome kind of arqunent. Finallw, DCUNMTIA, the largest ofe

the Yookees, ricks up Starkillerx and puts hln over his shoulder.

The group disappcars into thie junglie foliage.

TREZ LQUSE - FOMIST OQF T CLIRGMITUAIIS -~ YAVIH

fan the Threepic carry the two little Dovs on their shoulders.

The general stops on tha edge of a ¢learing, and motions for

the others to he still. Eiggs turns around, and signals his
little hrother o be quict. On the opposite side of the clear-
ing, a small metal structure is attached to one of the huge .
trees. It is a small, veatherbeatern hut of futuristic design.

It appears descrted. The general cautiously approaches the
structure.

VOICcD

Lowdy stranger...tat can I offer you?

CONTIRUED
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ninsg arcund and see
ng anthopologist,
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LADS (Cont.)
I'nm Owen Lars of Dastine.
The gencral tnkes the old man's extended hand.
GRIINPAL
I'm Luke Sknglkcr of Ncquilae.
tic signals for the others to jeoin him in the clearing.
VOQREE CAIP = YAVIN
The small earavan..ef Uoelices, lead by Chevbacéa, enters a
srmall clearing surrounded by many bark and mud hevels. Young

Vloolkees race ahead of the grounm yelling, and running in and
out of the grubby little dwellings. Giant, bushbaby-like

Vookees of all ages and sines, make their way into the clearing.

HMany stand durbfounded, but others let out a jovful scream and
rusih up to members of the groun, hugoing and kissing them.

Dewanna dumps tile uneonscious Starkiller on a raised area in

he niddle of the clearing. Armecd VWookees immaediately surround
the: helpless human., Chewbacca enters the largest of the
lodges. THe is greeted by his father, AUZITUCK, Chief of the
TEAPALTYY tribe; an old and faeble Vookee dressed in royal skins
and headdress.

VTRRIGR — MITHPROPOLOGIST UUT - YAVIN i
Anthironologist Lars, the agcneral, ilan and the children sit
arcund a larce tahle eating. Lars yells into the kitchen.

1

T

e n B S

neru! lhere's the thanta sauce? .

SCTT LANG, 2ven's warm, plump wife, enters, carrving a small
pltchier. Ghe smiles at Owen.

’ LRI

I swan! I pnt it righ% here in frent, so
vou'd see it...(to Fan)  Illere's scme Eunm
Dum extract. It's very mild..,

LARS (te general)

There are no settlers o the. south since the
Daun £amily vas wirad ouk... I'm afraid I
couldn't oven get in there to burs them...
Those Yooliesns aro the firnrcest critters.Il've
evVer run across.. A new tribe nmoved in down
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LARS {Cont.)

1~
L]

| 3% ]

thare ahout a year ago...and it's hecn hell

evnr sinca. Only Yourellian trarrars

vencure

in thare now, and many of ;hem don't even come

b:_.r']-
GTITLIRAT,
tThere's the noarest citv?

LARE

-
]
?ut tAe troonn are of no help. Thew

Cwm s e

s at a2ll...only a few scattered

-~
-5 and -- one Inmnerial outrnost... '
i1l 7

and plancer rather then rrotect...lnough...

IE your friends landed farther scuth,
fear for then.

TR

llow far .1s the outpost from here?
LARS '

Five leacuas...an orpresive hlight.

GCITLINL

I'd

Whnt class is it?  lov many support craft?

LADRS

It's very small, a class tvo....0Only ten or

tvelve sitarraiders, I thinlk.
&

LT R Tt Y

vu fusses cver the bov,, wio refuse to eat tiheir vegetables,
Sue nalies up a gawne, vhich triedis them into eating. The -
general pondders the situntion. lian eats, lilie he hasn't
cater in years.

LOOIND CAITD = AQUILAT

Ctarkiller is surrounded Ly Yooliees. Young ones puzh through

to get a Letter leoll, as the adults jabbbher and argue about the

human,

Hooliees arpear to he fri

Starkiller regains conscicusness with a groan, and a
sudden husii sweeps over tie gatiiering., Starkil

ler stagagers to
115 fcet, and thre group cf VWenkees baclk away in mass. The
veuny Jcdl survevs the situatien for a few moments., The

ghtened of this brave varrior. e

reaches for his weapcns, but they are gone. Three guards
With a loud

o

shiouz, he lunges at them, and they give hLim a 1

4.1

i long spears attempt to contain Starkiller.

KWOUTHELICE. COW
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I'n reading yah. GCGo ahead.

GREINTRL
Llgun, how are vou getting along?

BIGGS

Greatt! I caugh*t a thumper...a really

Lig one. It's nane is "Amber,”

e vanrls on the leash, and the furry hcast lets out a strained

velp.
CLRITRIAL

-~
i

.Cood, DRic

vou taliing good care of him?

7

BIGGS

owr's your brother?

Are

o, sure. ile's eut collecting "Mras”

-

Owen and Eeru. . I'a in chiarge here.

you find Leila?

CLURRAL

et yet. Ue'll be away for a while,

of othiera be with you.
BIGGS

All right. Ta'e carec.

with
Diad

You
mind Lorz until we return. IHay the force

Thireepio enters the room, carrving a plate of steaming food.

Digygr turns the radio ofl, and puts the receiver away.

A

crasiing sound and veoices are heard in the clearing below.

TIREEPIO
Coma and eat your dinner.

BICES

They're back! They're back! Come hnber!

The Iurry rodent jumms up ento itz ciqght

Ligys stops beliind the crecature.

e e e e A

.

stubby legs and
rusiies over to the Jdoor, but stops short, and begins to growl.

-

-—

—_——

CONTITIUED
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GrITTAL

-

Lars, vour kindness will surely DLe rewarded.

LARS

Just he careful out therc...

Slimrall:er on khe Nhack as the oldé Jedi and the ever

e povws Sy
faithfnl Han descend from the tree house. . At the
hase of the huge tree, the warriors climb aboard two small L

—-tw .o el we
aem twee T e

rocizet powvered nlatforms.

LARS {velling down to tham)

Thev're pretty old. I hape they'll he
all right!?

Ga—u YL =]
Out here, they're a weonderment.

Threernio and the liids wave as tha “jelsticks start with a
whine. They idle abtout five fcet above the ground. N -

LAPS e

e

Good hurtine, lNavy the force of others he
with vou.

Tan and the gcneral wave as they ride off into the forboding
Yavin sunsaet

UNARED CATIM - YAVIN - NIGHT - i
A besutifnl, mt frenzied fire festival is underwvay, S

Yankees perform tha VAITA TAR dance, and vodel in a barking -
fashinn around a large fire., The fcowale Wocliees arrive, .
carrving torches, and move in a circle around the males,  The -
giant creatures arn too involved to notice the little Artwo
mares his way around the dancers. The stuhby robhot stons
near one of tha nut huts, and loolks arcund, TNe then wobbles
off towvard th¢ larce chle"1 quarters, and enters,

UOOINT CAI? - Y2VIN - I'ORIING

Artwo exits the chinf's hut and looks around. It is a quiet,

crey norning, M low mist hangs over the nov deserted clearing,

ILe tvrns arnd zsignals back into the hut., Starkiller cautiously
energes fron the myd housc. e wears a crude backpack, and

carries a large lhattle ax. They start across the clearing. BRI
fuddenly, out of nowhcre, Cheubacca is standing before them. -
lle says nothing, but scratches his head and then circles

arocund Starﬁ*llur. :

cow r‘f‘:IlI\'.'l'ZJ’El'.)
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Ve are leaving...Ve must go. Stand away! : e

m™e huge eolice knecls and bows down in front of the young
Jedi. Starkiller looks deoun and smiles.

STARKIT.LER
Rise my friend. We will meet again.

Sstarkiller wallis toward the jungle and Chewbaceca scurries . ... ..
ahead of him and bows down once more

nTTI0 . . Ll
WThat does he want?

ller shalies his head, and rubs his several days growth-

Stariiill
ofhb;ard. He lecans doun toward Cheubacca.
STARIIITLER , )
Stand ur so wa can talk properly. ‘ _ :,_ et e
Chewhacca jabbers in a Questioning' fashion. ‘ -

STARKILLER -

I an gratcful ta vou and vour peonle, but I
must do. I wish you understood me. It would
make things so rnuch easier. Go! Go!
Starkiller turns awav, and begins to walk toward the jungle ~
again. Chewbacca gets to his feet, and runs after the Jedi,
following a few paces hehind., Starlziller notices the
Wookee following tihem, and shakes his head.

TOREST OTF TUN GARGAIITUANS - TRAPPEDR SIGIT - YAVIN

The hodies of the lilled trarpers are covered with rat-sized
insemcts. A lazer exnlosion erunts in the micddle of the
slinmv creatures and thev scatter into the underbrush. Han
an¢ the general turn over onc of tha dead trappers.

LA

They ran into something. . ' A S

GLNERAL

It's strangm they lcft their dead. Something...
The constant cacophony of jungle creatures suddenly stops.
The two warriors scan the jungle for possible danger. Fan
dravs his lanerpisteol. The cacopnony starts again, as the
general ignites his lazersword.

CoONTINIUCD
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Two or three moving this wawv, from the cast,

stens nore closely for a fe momants.

It's Artwo!

Starlhiller and Artwo breal: out of the darx foliage into the
clearing. lie waves to an and the aecnzral. Artwo waddles a
few races hehind. Chevbacca sees thez hwnans and stong at
the eddge of the jungle. Ile wvatches as Starkillcer and the
general carrv on an animated conversatica. ians sees the
liookee lurking in the shadows,

ITA
You were followed.
STARRILILIET

Ye wouldn't stay. Ile's one of the ones I
saved...

llan calls out to Chewbacra in the Voeliec's oun languacge,
and the huge, lumbering creature arnpnroaches the coroup. lan
ané the Voerliee tall: for a few moment=, then embhrarce asg Lif

T

he

they were old friends. SCtariziller is surrrised,

EAMN (to Skarkiller)

This is Chewbacca, son of Juzitucl:,
Prince of the Savas, a very poverful trihe,
It seems thev've raﬂ vou a god.

»ral smiles, Starkiller is ermbarrassed.

VINE JUNGLE PIDGE -~ YAVIN

Starkiller joins the general on a ridge cverlooling the
Inperlnl ountnast of MAVASSI., 2All that can be scen aof the
fortress is a lone guard standing on a qna‘l pedastal,
jutting nut abhove the dense jnrq‘c.

GENTRM,

Their trail leads dircctly to the outpost.
Patrols are pronhably out loeiiing for us by now.

STAPINILILR

Finding her in therc inn't going to ke ecasv.

CMITINIUED
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et AL
Getting in thore is going to he imsessiikle..
a eould sure usa cne of those starships.

Starhkiller spots semsthing woving in the jungle. He scans
the arca with his clectrohinoculars,

STARRILLER
Conething's going on down therea...lian!

IIan moves up next to Starkiller, £nllcwed closely by Chew-
Lacca. '

STAOITILLER

Your eves ara hetter than mine....
Vhiat do you nalie of that?

LDl
Ther lools lilie Viooliees...hundreds of them.

iian turns and snealks to Chewvhacca, gesturing toward the
moverment far below in the jungle.

~-
IL:LI

Arparantl; it's a siege. They've been
harassing the outjpost for almost tweo years.
GEIG AL

. -

Uave thev ecver tried to talie the fortress?
Ian relays this to Chewbacca,
LA -

vs they've nade several assaults, but
they are ro match for the weapons.

Gr¥LEPAL

It's only a class three fortross, Maybe
tiwey just need a little help.

Stariiller yrins, ard llan s

ays something to Chewhacca, who
beconns cicited and screccihes

loudly.
143, INTERINR - TIEINOUSE - YAVIN

The inconing signal alamm on the anthropologist's radio system
vails i PouﬁH thn ~alm of the tree liouse. Biggs, dragging an
Glgut—lcggad furry rodent, rushes up to the old rzadio and flips

CONTINTID
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SLRPGEIIT
Yell, well, here's cne of them, aryway.
send: neelers in all directicns. Find
the otlhiers!t

JINE JUGICLE RIDGL - YAVIN

The ¢eneral sits at the head of the largc storne table,
pusihing small riarkers areound. Ean explains what the
general is deing, to ten or fifteen Wookee chiefs gathered _ |

b s

around the tahle, Occasicnally, Chewbacca puts in a word
of further explanation or ansvers a question. Starkiller
sits bhaclh silently watching LhG lloolee warriors and listens
to the goneral's nlan. ' - o

GIITnIAT, . ..

ees. then they pull haclt to here. That's
vhhare the trap will be set. Ho-one must
acdvancc. 2n aszanli on the perimeter is

usclass. Our only hone is to use theilr
wcainons against them.

.. - e e T
- “ A .

The general pauses, vhile lian and Chewbacca translate,

[ Sl o] T

enAT, (ko Starkiller)

Once we aquire tho*@ tanks, our rrime object :
rust be to secure the starship. 1lo-one nust :
escare. : . :

IIPRAIAL NUPPOST - VIND JUICLE - YAVIN

Three officers run aleong a row of giant air tanks to a
perimeter bunker. There, two storuntroopers are watching
the jurgle., Then the officers arrive, the treoopers let them
lool: tnrOLgH the powverful,mounted electrobinoculars. One of
the trooners points out several areas in the dense jungle,

IHITZRION -~ CONTRNT, RO - ILITPTUDRIAL QUTPOST - YAVIN

D troonmer sitting at an elahorate control.panel, turns to
an officer watching a ronitor systen.

TEOOPER

A larce concentration of trestuals at
noint F-2. '

OFFICEPR LT

A
-
-

ra

"Alert samads cne threough
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VIIIZ JULITLES = QUTPNST PLLIVTTLER - YAVIL
The ceneral stands in a small clearing surrounced by many

rmed Woolkees carrving large shiny shields. lian moves back
and forth, barliing orders to the assembled creatures,

GiIUTTAL {to Lian) .
tle're ready. Give them the signal.

Han wmoticns to a young lcokee, who takes off, runnlng through
tiie jungle. . ,

IIPEDIAL QUTPOST ~ VIUL JUHIGLE - YAVIN

Thrze larse air taniis slowly move tovzara the outpost peri-
meter, The tanlk pilots sit on the hatch rims of the ponderous
weapons, studying the movements of the loolkees. The tank
persannel talk to one another on an intercom system.

TANK PILOT

There is a large concentration..,.rel two by
C-3. Let's Lreak them up. : v s

e
e, =

The pilets slip inte the tanlis and close the nhatches. The
tanks onpcn urp vith a barrage of lazer lolts which create a
wall of explosions. The Uiookies retreat, and the tanks follow.
The tanl creows track thoe feeling creatures with various elec-
tronic scopes, and laugh at the fleeing creatures.

VINE JUNGLE - QUTPOST PODRIDETER - YAVIN
The general stands on a limb of a-jungle tree, watching the -
advancing tanks. Starkiller is on another Lranch a few feet
awav,

GEUDIAL

They've croun sloppy flghting Jocliees, The
intra-fazer syvstems aren't on. They're in
for a little surprise.

ftarkiller flashes a sicnal mirror, which is received by a
Viookee near the tanks., The Uooliees ‘arce in lnirs,.and they
iiold heavy stone wedges attached to woven vines; which in,
turn, are fastened high in the trees. UWhen the tanks pass
cdirectly under the Wookees, thev let loose with the heavy
stone penduluns. The wedges £1lv throuch the air, neatly
Cllpplng off the antenna c¢roupings protruding from the tops
of the air tanls. :

T ROBITHLLICE CON
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150. ILUTONIOR - AIR TANK - VIND JUICGLL - YAVIN

etk

Saveral of the liqghts and monitors go dark on the main control
panel, The pilot flips several svitches in a panic.

PILOT .

All high phasing units are out. We've
lost all contact....

SARGRHT : .
Send out a ground signall

Suddenly, all of the monitors go white, anad static f£ills the
crowded tanl: interior. 2An alarm signal sounds.

SARCINT

TILOT
. . . . . PR o R
All signals...sensers....everything is coming ... 5 . 20s0
) right back to us, Some kind of ceflection e L
screen. It's a total blackout. ) : .

Cet out thzre and see 1f you can see anything.

The pilot pushes a button and the main hatch slowly slides | | ...
awvay. . _ ' Lo e

VINE JUICE - OUTPOST PLRIJITTER - YAVIN

j—
(9]
[
L

The pilot pops out of the hatch and sees two rows of Wookee
varriors hnlding reflective shields. They form a circle
that totally encompasses the mascive air taal. [Han shouts
A signal to a group of Unoless in another tree, and they cut -
locse a Lert limb which is attached to a nocose around the
tanlk's hatzh, The noose inntently tightens around the pilot,
ana e is pluchked fyrem thie tank and suzpended fifty fect in
the air. In an equally swift nmove, Starkiller drops a small
aas crenada inte the onen hatch. It expleodzs and engulfs the
tanl: in a grny nist. ‘ : : L
The Wonlees let out a joyful vell, and charge the tank. _
Fan »~lls at them to stop, but severzl make it to the con-
riered craft bofore the agas cloud dissipates and they are
felled by the fumes, Utariiiller shakes lhis head, then after the
the smoiie clears, juips on the back of thie irmebile tank.

several signal ndrrors £lash thelr messayes to @Ian and the
seneral. ¥

Ay

-

COUTIRUED .
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comne
ladazi

That nmalies four capturzad.
CLUI AL

llave then camouflaged. I'm going with
Starhiller,

IWIZPIOLR — AZN-TAUR - VINED JUWICLID - YAVIN

VTooliess are reinwovinyg the tank
the power ceontrols.

The general yells for the Voolices toc clear the tanks,

Any damace?

Che's fine...%e're rcady to nove.
—nRAL

Then let's go...

thiey scramble out of the hatch,

.

VIio JUHCLEN - QUTPOST PREIIVETIER - YAVIN

113.

crayvy as Starliiller checks out
The g¢general slides through the main hatcl.
i

P

and

The tank starts up with a leoud roar, startling the nmany

Uookuees resting on the nichty vehicle.
the wvarriors cnd they fall a few feet belhiind the tank,

shields forming a shiny prectective wall.

IIPERIAL QUTPOCT - VILD JWIGLIE - YAVIH

their

Several ofiiccrs stand on a parlked air-tank trying to get a

Letter view of thc operation.

A light landspeeder pulls up

next to tiie cgreoup, and a general gets out. The cofficers snap

to

attention.
CGLENERAL
Can you sce anything?
OTICLER
Mo sir,Abut they've stopped firinyg,
LID

Cormmunications s5till can't reach them, Sir.

KROUITHLLIOE, COR
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Chewbacca vells at .




114,

' GCIITNL
ticbody seems to know what's goinc on.
OTTICLR
I'sa sure they've got then on the run, Sir,

r. lazmeroelt fZlashes out of the jungle and knocks out a guard
tover aboul a uarter of a mile from where the men are standing.
Cecouds later, the air-tanl: on wuliich they are standing explodes.
into a million piecos. Out of the jungle, runbles the captured
air-tank, driven by Starkilier and followed by a column of
Vcolice warriors.

Alarms sound, troops rush from the low blochk houses, and a
lattle rages inside the cutpost. Wooiices with spears, axes,
and arrows, manage to hold their own against the lazer weapons
of the stermtroopers, xplosious erupt cverywiere, as the
lcokeces begin to use cantured laozerrifles. They are much
fiercer figqhters than the soft Imperial troops.

INTERIOR - AIR-TANN - OUTPOST - YAVILL

tarkiller works the contrels of the air-tanlk as the general
watch:ies the monitors, and works the lazerguns.

GTIIZTAL
Swineg left., They're tryving to cut us off.

STARCHIP DUINIAY - ILMCEDRIAL OUTPOST -~ YAVIN

tarkiller maneuvers the air-tank in front of a line of ten
starships, cutting off a platoon of stormtroopers. The treoons
oren fire on the tank, bhut.are cut down by a group of Wookees
who have noved in behind them. 1an and Artwe run up to the
tanli as ctarkiller and the general climb out of the hatch.

1394%3)
Ve've taken the main contrel center. All
_pover units jiave been shut Jdovn. They're
helpless.

STAILILLCR
llave they found Leia?

[T

-

hev've takmn her back to Aquilac. The
hip loft not rmore than ten lours ago.

T
COUTINUED
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GriiLToL (+o Ilan)

Set ur a perimeée: around these starships...Use
as many men as you need,

STAFF OFFICE - IMPERIAL OUTPOST -~ YAVIN

Starkiller and the general sit at a large table in the deserted
office of the Imperial Chief of Staff. The room is in a state of
disarray; papers are scattered everywhere., Artwo stands on a
chair, projecting an image of the "death star" fortress orbiting
Aguilae, on the table top. :

ARTWO

....And are connected to the central system
by a series of crossing networks s;mllar to
section TB4 or F687.

The projection switches to a close-~up view of the transformer.
The general studies it carefully, then leans back in his chair.

Artwo turns off the projector.

GENERAL

I'm not going to stop you, but I think it's a &
reckless move. Even if you could get in, you'd

never be able to get cut... Just be patient.

We now have enough ships to attack in force.

STARKILLER
But no pilots...

Han and Chewbacca enter the office,
HAN , L

A
Still no contact with Owen Lars or the kids...
I'm afraid something's happened.

GENERAL

Have Chewbacca send two ¢f his best warriors
out there to get them.

Han relates this to Chewbacca, The general turns back to Star~
killer, who watches Chewbacca leave the room,

STARKILLER (mocking)

They're fierce warriors, but you'll never
teach them to fly.

The general gives him a stern look.

CONTINUED
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GENERAL

They'll £fly, and Aquilae will be free,
STARKILLER

May the force of others be with you.

The general embraces the young Jedi.

GENERAL

Bring her back safely.

138, OUTPOST RUNWAY - STARSHIP - YAVIN

Starkiller, dressed as an Imperial skyraider, and Artwo climb
aboard one of the giant four-man starships. A crowd of Wookees,
lead by Chewbacca, give a rousing cheer for the departing Jedi.
Starkiller breaks into a smile and waves to the jovous warriors.
The general watches the proceedings from a bunker turret. He is
lost in thought. : - :

158, SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

Three Imperial space transports dock inside the huge artificial
moon. Two smaller convey starships circle the larger craft
until the three ships are safely inside the vast fortress,

160. CONFERENCE ROOM -~ INTERIOR SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

General Vader of the Imperial Space Fleet, hurries down a-hall-
way, followed by a group of officers., They enter the large
conference room where Leia is held under heavy squad. She ~
appears well, but saddened., Vader approaches her and bows before
her,

VADER

I pray you have been treated honorably? I
am your servant, Darth Vader. It won't be
long before we will be able to return you
to your people. (to an aide) Are the
chambers ready?

AIDE
They are working on it, Sir.
Leia stares defiantly at him. She starts to speak, but a power=

fu; electric shock engulfs her body; and she whines in extreme
pain.

CONTINUED
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VADER

Just relax, and everything will be fine,
(to guards) Take her to secticn twenty-
five.

Leia is forcibly taken from the room. .
VADER (to officer)

What time do the doctors from Alderaan
arrive?

OFFICER
Sixty=-five hours, Sir.
VADER

Put all security stations on alert until
they arrive.

The officer salutes smartly, and exits.
IMPERIAL QUTPOST = VINE JUNGLE - YAVIN » . }::w{-

A huge air tank rumbles along the approach to the Imperial out-
post. The pilect sits on the main hatch of the tank, talking to
his crew, by headphones, :

. PILOT

Any contact yet?... It appears deserted...
I don't like it, -

The tank enters the outpost perimeter and smoking rubble from
the recent battle comes into view. The pilot becomes alarmed,

PILOT
There has been an attack! Reverse direction.

The tank comes to a grinding halt, but before it can start up "
again, it is surrounded by the Wookee:army From out of no-where
A VWookee is on the back of the air-tank and has the pilct in a
powerful armleock.

A Wookee chieftan rushes from a bunker, followed by an excited,
jabbering warrior. They reach the captured air-tank just as the
last crewman is hauled out, and little Biggs pokes his head ocut
of the hatch. Ile is frightened. His younger brother, Windy,
follows him out of the tank. Belcw them, the Wookees bully the
captured crewmen.

CONTINUZD
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-WINDY
What will they do to us?
BIGGS
I don't know, but it don't look good.

Threepio pulls himself out of the air-tank, follecwed by Owen

Lars and his wife. The Wookee chieftan climbs on board, and

starts to jabber at the group. The Wookee carries on for some

time, gesturing wildly, and continually pointing at the sky.

The two bovs are too scared to say anything. Finally, the

Wookee kneels befors them. Threepio politely returns a short s

bow.

BIGGS
I don't .get it.
The Wockee rises and again gestures skyward, just the a star-
ship wildly buzzes the field, upsidedown. All the Wookees run

for cover.. The chief Wookee points to the crafts, and jabbers
incessently., . . ‘ L -

INTERIOR - IMPERIAL STARSHIP - SKY OVER YAVIN
Chewbacca sits at the controls of a four-man starship. His
face is a twisted combination of complete panic and an awesome
religious experience. The general, sitting next to him, calmly
switches a few buttons on the control panel, as Han watches
from the seat directly behind the Woockee.
GENERAL

You'll get the hang of it.

Han alsoc gives the Wookee a few words of encouragement.

GENERAL

Now, let's see if we can get into orbit...
Push this, then ease her up.

Chewbacca follows the instructions, but pulls back on the lever
too fast and the ship begins to vibrate and bounce violently.

Chewbacrca thinks it's funny, and begins to laugh hysterlcally.
Han becomes nervous and upset.

GENERAL

Neot so fast - Back off! Back off!

CONTINUED
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Ilan yells at the Wookee, who can't respond because he is lauching
so hard. The general pulls back on the lever. Han shakes his
head, and gives the general a worried look.

GENERAL
Don't worry. Ignorance is on their side, -

Han is beginning to look a little sick, He gets up and rushes to
the back of the ship.

IMPERIAL SPACE FORTRESS - DOCKING AREA - AQUILAE
The canopy on the starship pops open, and Artwo and the young Jedi,

disguised as a starraider, climb out onto the docking platform.
An officer and two groundcrew approach him and salute. Starkiller

hands him his papers.
STARKILLER

I'm here to check the ventports in the rim
tracks, )

OFFICER _ o .

Your ship is from Yavin... We've lost all
contact with them, What's going on out
there?

STARKILLER

There is a fierce inversion just east of Bull
Pup station... It's really a mess out there,

The officer smiles and the ground crew starts to check out the
starship. Starkiller heads for the main docking exit, followed
by Artwo. He remembers something as he passes the control station, -
and calls out to the officer.
STARKILLER
Do you mind if I use your com=-link?
OFFICER
No. Go ahead,

Starkiller walks inte the small control area and pretends to talk
on an intercom system, '

STARKILLER {to Artwo)
Find the highest security area.

Artwo punches his claw arm into a computer socket, and the brain
comes to life, feeding information to the little rohot.

]
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S-arkiller watches the officer as he directs the crewmen in the
securing of the starship. Aritwe removes his arm from the com-
putcr, and the duo leave the control station.

ARTWO

Station 325 is the highest security area
on board, t's a detention area.

They disappear into a chamber lock hallway.
ELEVATOR TUBE - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

Starkiller, trying to look inconspicuous, waits for a horizontal
elevator. Trocps and fortress personnel come and go, but no-cne
seems to pay any attention to the pair, Finally, a small car
arrives, and Starkiller follows Artwo into the podlike vehicle,

and it takes off through a vacuum tunnel.
DETENTION AREA - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

Starkiller and Artwo enter a security station. Guards and elec-
tronic cutters are everywhere, An officer approaches Starkiller,

and checks his papers.

OFFICER
The B~23 can't enter this section.

STARKILLER

But I need him.

OFFICER

Sorry. No mechanical personnel. It's res-
tricted.

Starkiller watches helplessly, as Artwo is led into a waiting
area.

OFFICER

You may proceed, but you'll have to be
escorted, .

A trooper joins Starkiller and leads him through a series of
hallways. Starkiller carefully surveys the area as he follows
the guard. ‘ '

TROOPER
Mathusians just beat the PDR's again. They

should be in another league. Do you follow
the ecometrics?

 RNOWITALLICE.COR

CONTINUED



leb.

“167.

18,

121,

The guard turns to discover that Starkiller has disappeared. He
is stunned, then manages to pull out a small ring radio.

TROOPER

Code six - Alert.

STARSHIP RUNWAY - IMPERIAL OUTPOST - YAVIN

Six Wookees sit before Han and the general, listeninq to Han explzin
something about space fighting., Owen Lars approaches the general,

LARS
We've made contact with the underground on
Agquilae, Things are tighter. They can only
get cne man out. Datos is on his way,.

GENERAL.

We should be ready by the time he arrives.

- Han turns to the general.

HAN
They're ready to go up.

The general makes a short statement to the Wookees in their own
language. They let out a lcud c¢heer, and run for the row of

starships.
STARSHIP - SPACE - YAVIN ' _ ' | )

The general sits next to Chewbacca, as he leads two other Wookee
piloted starships in a tight formation. They head for a small
cluster of asteroids orbiting near the planet's surface. The
general quietly gives Chewbacca some reassuring instructions. Han
leads a second formation of three ships, following Chewbacca's
group. The two formations of starships make an attack run on the
asteroids, The general watches as Chewbacca lines up and fires

at an asterocid blowing it into a million pieces. The general
smiles, and slaps Chewbacca on the back. The Wookees excitedly
chatter among themselves over the intercom system.

DETENTION AREA HALLWAYS - SPACE FORTRESS = AQUILAEL

A patrol of ten men marches through cne of the long hallways in
the detention area. They stop at an intersection. The officer
in charge reports on the intercom.

OFFICLR

Ben Five to Moma. All clear.

CONTINUED
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The troops relax, some stand in groups, others wander a distance
away, poking into the various small allevways running coff the main
hallway. One trooper notices a small reflected light in one of

the narrow corridors, and carefully moves down the dark passage- ‘
way tc check it out, OCut of no-where, a fist knocks the trooper .
unconscious and drags him into a small alcove. :

The officer finishes his report on the intercom and vells for the
troops to fall-in. Men scurry in aIl directicns and out of a narrow
corridor emerges Starkiller, dressed in the uniform of an Imperial
startrooper, - He joins the platoon, and they march away.

GENERAL'S QUARTERS - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

General Vader and several officers watch the progress of the search
on TV monitors. The general speaks into an intercom.

VADER
Have them c¢lear the area. Bring in the seekers.

On the monitors, the troops are assembles in the main entry-way
and several small chrome balls are thrown into the hallway. Small
antennae pop from the chrome surface, and the small balls float

down the hallways., Valorum, once a proud Knight of the Sith, -
enters wearing the unifcorm of a stormtrooper, He snaps to atten-
tion before the general, and hands him a report. Vader gives
Valorum a sly grin. ' ‘

VALORUM S

Contact has been lost with the ship carrying
the doctors from Alderaan. The princess'
' treatment will have to be delayed.

VADER I
We've just trabped your old friend Starkiller. C
Watch us accomplish what you found to be

impossible.

Valorum is humiliated, but stays at attention. Valorum geﬁs an
emergency call on the intercom.

VADER
Yes.,..¥es,.,. Put it on thé view screen.

One of the TV monitors switches to an image of the unconsciocus
trcoper Starkiller stripped.

VADER

Get me the Captain of the Guard,
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DETENTION AREA -~ MAIN ENTRY - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

Three squads of troops including Starkiller, stand at attention
in the main entrance to the detention center, while the Captain
of the Guard gets new orders over his headphecnes. Starkiller
studies the situation carefully, looking for a way out of his
predicament. - The Captain of the Guard calls up the platoon
sargents 2nd gives them a series of orders. They return to
their sguads and begin to inspect the troops. Starkiller begins
to get worried,

The sargent works his way down the line until he gets to the o
trooper next to Starkiller., He sees no chance of escape, but
surprise. Suddenly, he bolts from the ranks and races down the

hallway,
CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD

Squad leaders!

Ten troopers break out of the ranks and take up the chase, Star-
killer runs down a corridor and rounds a corner,'reaching a dead
end. The troops round the corner and confront the trapped Jedi.
The sound of igniting lazerswords fills the hallway. Starkiller
takes a defensive stance, his huge lazersword buzzing loudly.

The troops attack. They fight with skill and bravery, but are
eventually all cut down by the invincible Jedi warrior.

Starkiller breaks away from the troops and runs down a long
hallway. A safety door slides shut, closing off his escape. He
turns around in time to see another door seal off the opposite
end of the hallway. Before he can make any attempt to pry open
the door, gas fills the sealed corridor. Starkiller collapses
in a heap on the floor.

GENERAL'S QUARTERS ~ SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE"

Vader laughs as he watches the unconscious Starkiller on the TV
monitors. All of the other officers in the room are laughing
and joking, except Valorum who remains grimly at attention,

GENERAL (to Valorum)
Take him to the special section.
Valorum salutes, and exits the offices. Vader laughs again.
STARSHIP RUNWAY -~ IMPERIAL OUTPOST - YAVIN

Nine gleaming starships sit in a row along the edge of the vast
jungle runway. Bizarre and colorful Wookee designs have been
painted across the large deflector fins of the spacecraft. Some
designs transform the shlps into huge and grotesgue animals,
while others create unique mosaic patterns. The four-man Wookee
crews stand proudly at attention in front of their ships. The
general, along with Han and the underground leader, Datos,
review the assembled Wookees.

CONTINUED
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In one cf the Wookee crews, a pilct is picking fleas off the back
of his tail gunner, When the general passes, he snaps to atten-
tion. There is a gleam in the general's eye as he shows off his
trike fcrce to the crusty old underground leader. When they've
inspected the last starship, Datocs turns to the general,

DATOS

I'm speechless, It's amazing. A most
impressive display. For the first time
since the take-over, I feel real hope.

GENERAL
Will your people be ready?
DATOS

Our forces have already started sabotaging
their com-link set ups. A refugee camp on
MANANYO has been conducting raids on shipping
from Alderaan. That's how we intercepted
those doctors...

GENERAL (to Han)

Get them in the ships... We're on our way.
{to Datos) Send the code signal.

DETENTION CELL - SPACE FORTRESS -~ AQUILAE

General Vader and Valorum watch as a medic-revives Starkiller,
who has bheen strapped to an upright slab, protected by cutter-

rays.
MEDIC
He's coming - round

The medic backs away, and throws the switch which activates the
cutters. A blue glow surrounds Starkiller as he wakes up and
sees Vader and Valorum,

VADER

For all the myths and the trouble, you don't
seem like much... '

He laughs and leaves Valcorum alone in the room with the young
Jedi. Valorum appears sad and frustrated at the capture of the
noble warrior. They stare at one another for a few moments,

VALORUM
You were insane to come here, The security on

this... this thing is impossible. Why?....For
her? I can't believe your loyalty is that

CONTTNIIED
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VALORUM ({Cont.)

strong, You're a grecat warrior... but you're
a greater fool. This is a place for androids,
no codes, no honor. Our ways are useless here.
Why cculdn't you have stayed away?

He storms out of the cell. Starkiller struggles to free himself,

SLUM DWELLING = CORDCN SPACEPORT =~ AQUILAE

The young partisan,.Occo, listens to a small transmitter in a
secret closet behind the main room in a slum dwelling. He

jumps up and runs into the main roosm, where Quist and several
other men are sitting around a table covered with maps and

plans.
aCcco
It's Datos. We'va'qot the go ahead.

Everyone cheers and starts hugging and slapping each other on'
the back. Finally, they settle down.

QUIST

Go to your crganizations. (to Occo)
What's the code time?

0CcCOo
Zero three thirty...
- QUIsT
May the force of others bhe with you.
The men solomnly shake hands and leave the room,
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE = SPACIE FORTRESS ~ AQUILAE

Starkiller stands on a small plaﬁform before Governor Hoedaack
and the High Consull His hands are held behind his back by
electric bonds, ’

GOVERNOR

.e-» And I'm sure the emperor will enjoy
your execution. I only regret I won't be
there myself. This should end the Jedi

myth once and for all. Take him to Alderaan.

Valorum steps forward with a squad of stormtroopers and escorts
the prisoner away. Vader and the governor seem very pleased
with themselves., Valorum looks back in disgust.
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CONTROL CENTER - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

In the large central control rocm, two officers sit above a row
of monitors and giant read-outs.

FIRST QFFICER

Look! That whole sector just went dead,
We're losing contact with the surface.
Use the IF link and find out what's going
on.

DOCKING AREA - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

Valorum halts the squad guarding Starkiller on an observation -
deck overlooking a starship docking port. Valcorum reports toc the
officer in charge.

VALORUM
Where is the ship?
OFFICER

It's on its way in. It will just be a e LTI
few minutes. ' - ' B

Valorum returns to his squad and watches the large starship
slowly move into the docking area. He glances at Starkiller, who
stands defiant, ready to meetlhis fate.

Valorum continues to study Starkiller. The young Jedi returns
his gaze. Slowly, the spacecraft locks onto the docking port. -
with a loud jolt. The troops snap to attention, but Valorum R
grabs twoe lazerswords and in one swift move, switches off
Starkiller's bonds and tosses him one of the lazerswards.
Starkiller assumes a defensive stance, as the troops realize
what has happened and draw their swords. '

VALORUM
This way!
The two warriors fight their way through a side exit. The door
slides closed behind them, and Valorum throws the lock, trapping-
the troops on the observation platform. They race down the hall-
way and stop at an intersection.

VALORUM

This way! We can get a starship and be out of
here before they've discovered,.,

CONTINUED
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STARKILLER
I'm not leaving without the princess.

VALORUM

It's impossible; there are traps every-
where... You'rce mad!

Starkiller just grins and runs down the passageway leading to
the detention area. Valorum rushes and catches up. An alarm

signal wails through the hallways.
WOOKEE STARSHIPS - SPACE .

The general leads three sguads,of three starships each toward
the glowing planet of Aquilae.

GENERAL

There she is. Activate your deflection shields. -

DETENTION ARENL - SPACE FORTRESS -~ AQUILAE

EEE A S

PR
- 4.

Valorum talks with the Captain of the Guard. He gestures wildly,
like something important had happened, Four troops run into the
central detention area leading the bound Princess Leia. The

“Captain of the Guard salutes Valorum and the Sith knight, fol-

lowed by the four troops and Leia, leave the main area.
DETENTION HALLWAY - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

Starkiller appears boldly at the: end of the hallway,;ac;ng
Valorum and the troops.

VALORUM

Get him!

The troops rush for Starkiller, swords drawn. They are no match
for the skilled Jedi, He makes short work of them, as Valorum
frees the princess. The trio then run into another hallway. The
Princess embraces Starkiller.

VALORUM

We only have a few seconds before they find us.
All of these hallways are sealable,..

Starkiller spots a small garbage chute on the corrldor wall. He
goes and looks into it. -

STARKILLER

Is this pressurized?

4
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Valorum nods ves, and they lift the princess into the chute and
gquickly follow, -

GARBAGE CHUTE - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

The trio slides through a series of chutes, until they end up in
a large room full of garbage. Starkiller spots a doorway and
struggles to get it open. -

VALORUM -

They're power sealed...We'll have to find
another way, or some way to shut the power
off...

They search the smooth-walled room for another exit.
GOVERNOR'S QUARTERS - SPACLE FORTRESS - AQUILAL

Governor Hoedaack watches General Vader as he supervises the hunt
for Starkiller and Valorum. They watch troops move through the
detention area via TV monitors. Seekers buzz through the hall-
ways. The general gets a report from an officer on another
monitor. :

OFFICER
We've lost contact with the surface. There
is a good probability of an uprising. Even
the IF links are out.

GENERAL

‘Use a substandard relay and put all units on’
alert,

The officer disappears from the monitor and is replaced with the
Captain of the Guard.

CAPTAIN
All sections D through P-12 are clear. We
have reason to suspect they escaped through
the disposal system. We are checking....
{he is interrupted by an excited trooper
who tells him something)....We've found them
in Receptacle B-29. Ycu should.,..

A red light flashes on one of the other monitors.
GENERAL

Hold on...

CONTINUED
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A controller aprpears on the second monitor.
CONTROLLER

Starships approaching, three sguads.
Imperial design, but no clearance...

GENERAL -~
Full alert. Battle stations....
The general turns back to the Captaiﬁ of the Guards,
CAPTAIN
You should have them on your screen.
alarms sound throughout the fortress, Lights flash a warning,.
GARBAGE RECEPTICAL - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE _ |

A floodlight switches on, revealing Valorum and Starkiller attempt-
ing to cut open the door. The princess stands up and stares into
the flobdlight. Vader's voice comes over an intercom.

VADER

I'm afraid I have no more time to deal
with you. A senseless and futile attack
"by your friends has forced me to take a
rather unpleasant course of action, Your
execution will have to be expedited.

The intercom clicks off, and a loud rumbling begins to shake the
room, With a loud shriek, the princess points to the far wall;
which starts to move toward the trio, The situation looks des-
perate, :

SPACE -~ WOOKEE STARSHIPS - AQUILAE

Lazerfire from the space fortress creates a wall of death, which
the three sguadron of Wookee starships miraculously emerge through
undamaged. The general barks orders to the wookee craft, and
Chewbacca and his sguadron break off and start an attack dive.
Lazer fire from Chewbacca's brightly colored ship hits one of the
prime power terminals on the fortress surface. It explodes,
creating weird electric arcs, as it goes.

Han and the general also concentrate fire on the distinctive black
rower terminals., Two more are destroyed in an arcing spectacle.

A chain rcaction is set off, creating a series of explosions
leaping across the surface of the fortress from power terminal to
power terminal,
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GARBAGE RECEPTACLE - SPACE FONTRESS ~ AQUILAE

The shock of the explosion can be felt over the rumbling of the
trash masher. The wall has moved within a few yards of sguashing
Valorum, Starkiller, and the princess. They are still frantically
trying to somehow stop the relentless wall, to no avail, The
lights blink off, then on again, and the moving wall rumbles to

a halt. Leia breathes a sigh of relief,

STARKILLER
They must have knocked the power out, ' - ol s

Valorum runs over to the door, and kicks it open. They rush
out of the would-be death trap.

SPACE ~ WOOKEE STARSHIPS « AQUILAE

One of the Wookee starships is caught in a crossfire and dis-
appears in a cloud of smoke. Ancther ship for some unknown
reascen dives headlong lnto the surface of the fortress, creating
a huge explosion. '

MAIN HALLWAY - SPACE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

L et i
s Sy

Starkiller, Valorum,, and the prin¢355 are thrown to a hallway
floor by the explosicn. They get up and start down the hallway
again. A voice calls out from a connecting corrider,

ARTWO ot

Heyl Over here,

The tric turns and sees little Artwo standing at the other end of - 7°F
the corrider. !He waves his claw arm at them, and wobbles toward _ .~

them.
ARTWO
The power core has exceeded the normal
stress quotient by point eight. The
magnetic fusion pods have evaporated.
There appears to be an immediate danger,
VALORUM

There is a lifepod station at the other
end of this sector... Hurry.

The grounp, followed by Artwo, make a dash for the lifepod, but are

v

avq? e

knocked to the ground by another explosion, which rocks the hallway. -

A hole is ripped in one wall, sucking debris into space. Every-
one helds on to wall flctures for dear life. :
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GOVERNOR'S QUARTLERS -~ SPACRE FORTRESS - AQUILAE

Aides and officers rush through the office, as Vader tries to
keep things under control. Governor Hoedaack remains calm,
watching the progress of the battle., Vader turns to the gover-
nor.

VADER
They've pinpointed every terminal. 1It's
impossible. What are they? Where did they

come from? An electromagnetic transfer
has started....There's no stopping it...

GOVERNOR
Continue the fight...

VADER
We've already lost control of the planet.
We must abancdon ship while there 1is still
time...Conditions are much worse than...

GOVERNOR

Continue the fight...This fortress is
invinecible. I will not give up.

A giant explosion sweeps through the office.
SPACE - WOOKEE STARSHIPS

The tiny starships race the chain reaction explosions across
the surface of the fortress. Lazerfire is everywhere. One of
the starships skimming across the surface, lags behind and is
caught in an explosion and disappears.

GENERAL

Han! Get everyone out of there. The
whole thing's going to go....Return to
Gordon... Get them out,

Han relavs the order to the wOokeés, and the starships pull away
from the crippled fortress.

MAIN HALLWAY - SPACE FORTRESS -~ AQUILAEC

The group has made its way past the hole in the wall and is
climbing into the lifepods. Starkiller helps the princess into
one, while Valorum and Artwo get into the other. Warning sirens
scream throughout the hallways. Three troops run toward the
lifepods, firing lazerpistols. Valorum returns the fire, stopping

' CONTINUED
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the oncoming troops. Hatches are closed, and the lifepods eject
into space.

LIFEPODS - SPACE = YAVIN ORBIT

The two lifepods drif+ toward the calm of the planet's surface.
Starkiller and the princess embrace, and he kisses her tenderly.
They watch the ominous fortress grow smaller and smaller as they
drift away. Suddenly, a great flash replaces.the fortress and
rubble streaks past the lifepods., Several giant explosions follow,
then there is only a smoke cloud where the mighty fortress once

orbited Aguilae.
THROMNE ROOM -~ PALARCE OF LITE - AQUILAE

Queen Leia, in all her grandeunr, sits on the magnificent throne
of Aquilae. Starkiller and the general stand to her right. )
Several old advisors stand to her left. Han presents Chewbacca

and '‘a deleqgation of Wookees with a treaty, gifts and a medal

of honor. They bow and exit. Han moves to one side of the crowded
court. Valorum stands next to him. They watch as the two robots,
Artwo and Threepio,approach the queen, and bow,:

QUEEN
Your service to Aquilae is greatly appreciated.
You are designated class A-4, and will serve

Annikin Starkiller, the new Lord Protector of
Aquilae., Rise!

The robots rise and exit through the long entrance hall to the
throne. The gueen turns and smiles at Starkiller and the general.
The general and Starkiller salute their new queen.

FADE OUT
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