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As a youngster, growing up in mining towns in northwestern Canada.

Margot Kidder had an “active fantasy lifel Among her dreams was
becoming a movie star—which is what happened soon after she came

to Hollywood at the age of sixteen.

Nerman Jewison signed Margot for
her screen debut, as Beau Bridges’
first love, In "Gaily Gally’ She later
starred opposite Gene Wilder in
"Quackser Fortune Has A Cousin in
the Bronx" and opposite Robert Red-
ford in “The Great Waldo Pepper’” Her
haunting performance in “The Rein-
carnation of Peter Proud”™ won critical
acclaim.

Active behind the cameras, as well.
Margot helped Robert Altman edit
“Brewster McCloud, then joined the
Woman's Directing Workshop of the
American Film Institute, in such elite
company as Lily Temlin, Anne Ban-
croft and Lee Grant.

“Superman’’

But Beatty has displayed amazing versatility ever
since his days with the Barter Theatre. Virginia's
famous piayhouse where farmers still swap livestock
and groceries for theatre seats. Born in Kentucky,
Beatty made his Broadway bow in "The Great White
Hope. Director John Boorman spotted him in that
show and promptly summoned him to Hollywood
for "Deliverance.

Other screen appearances have included "Nash-
ville” "WW. And the Dixie Dance Kings, "All The
Presidents Men™ and "Siiver Streak. He lives with
his family in the mountains above Malibu, California,
in a home which he single-handedly built.

When Glenn Ford walked on the set of "Superman. the movie, it
marked his 200th film appearance.

The sensitive star, born Gwyllin Samuel Newton Ford in Quebec.
Canada. enjoyed his first taste of show business when he worked as

a 16-year-old stable boy for the immaortal Wil Rogers. He made his
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It was a reunion for Trevor
Howard and Marion Brando
when they came together-—
on the doomed planet Kryp-
ton—in “Superman’ Theyd
co-starred several years
before in "Mutiny on the
Bounty, with Howard as the
notorious Captain Bligh and
Brando as his favorite victim.

Born and raised in Mar-
gate, England, Howard stud-
ied at the Royal Academy ot
Dramatic Arts and worked
continuously onthe Lendon
stage in the late 1930's
World War [l—and combat
injuries—interrupted his ca-
reer. But when he returned
to London, he was promptly
offered the starring role in
Carol Reed's "The Way
Ahead. followed by two
movie milestones. David
Lean's "Brief Encounter”
and Reed's classic thriller.
“The Third Man”

Howard, whose other hits
have inciuded "Ryan s
Daughter” and "The Battie of
Britain,” has a standard
clause in every movie con-

tract he signs. 1t says that |

he will not work on any day
that Britain's international
cricket team is in action.

movie debut. in 1940. in a little-known
drama titled ' Heaven With a Barbed
Wire Fence But after serving as a
much-decorated combat officer in the
U.S. Marines during World War 11, his
career went into high gear with "A
Stolen Life opposite Bette Davis.
‘Gilda " opposite Rita Hayworth, 'The
Blackboard Jungle” and "A Pocketful
of Miracles”

Ford. who has ridden hard in scores
of westerns, admits “when |'m not act-
ing. | ride horses to relax. His home
is a fabled Beverly Hills estate where
Gable and Lombard first met and
where Rudolf Valentine tock his first
Hollywood date.

—for "Skippy~ and
“The Champ”

Emerging from the United States Navy after World
War |l he pursued a new career as a writer. producer
and director of television series. He heiped launch
such high-rated hits as “"Hennessy and “The Peo-
ple’s Choice and won an Emmy for directing
TMTArSTHT

But acting continued to fascinate Cooper and he
cancelled his first vacation in years when the call.
came in to play Clark Kent's boss, in the City Room
of the Qaily Ptanet, in "Superman.



_Vaierie Perrine credits "positive thinking " with launching her incen-
diary acting career. The Texas-born beauty was bored to distracticn
as a Vegas showgirl when she began thinking about movie stardom

Lo and behold, in walked director
George Roy Hill and she was whisked
to Hollywood to co-star in “Slaughter-
house Five’

She played & race track groupie in
"The Last American Hero! then won
an Oscar nominaticn and a Best
Actress Award at the Cannegs Film
Festival, for her portrait of Lenny
Bruce's troubled wife in “Lenny’
Recent movies have included "Mr
Billien" and "W.C. Fields and Me"’

She calls her "Superman’” role the
"most entertaining ' she's done yet. !
can relate to complete fantasy sooner
than reality, she says. "lt's what movie-
making is all about.

Terence Stamp's
mother was French, his
father was a Thames
tughboat man and he was
born in Stepney in the
Lendon slums. He
wanted to be a profes-
sional golfer, worked
briefiy for an advertis-
ing agency and finally
turned tc acting—an
ambition shared by his
room-mate, Michael
Caine.

An appearance in a little-known musica!l, "Why the
Chicken?" led to the title role in the movie, "Billy
Budd, for actor-director Peter Ustinov. Next came
another title role, as the demented anti-herc in "The
Collector,” and a Best Actor Award at the Cannes
Film Festival. .

Other major movie appearances have included
"Far From The Madding Crowd" for director John
Schlesinger and “Term of Trial” co-starring Sir
Laurence Olivier and Sarah Miles. But he calis the
seldom-seen classic, “Toby Dammit " the pivotal role
of his career because its director, Federico
Fellini, "opened my eyes to what acting is really all
about’

Maria Schell was a twelve-year-old exiie in Switzerland when she
played her first movie rcle—in a drama called "The Gravel Pit’ Her

family had left Vienna at the outset of World War |1 when her father
refused Hitler's cffer of German nationality.

After the war, she co-starred with another newcomer, Oskar Werner,
in the German language hit, "Angel With a Trumpet, which was so

successful that British producer Sir Alexander Korda remade it in

Superman’ is my first
motion picture in tweive
years. says beautiful Phyilis
Thaxter "And there couifdn t
be a better vehicle for a
homecoming

it was in 1944 that MGM
discavered Ms Thaxter on
Brocadway, named her the
studios "New Giri  of the
year, and starred her in a
seres of major films mclud-
ing Thirty Seconds Qver
Tokyo, Bewitched. Sea of
Grass.  Weekend Al The
Waldori and Sign of the
Ram:’

In the early 1960s she re-
turned to her native Maine
to marry publishing execu-
tive Gilbert Lea, work with
hospitalized children at the
Maine Medical Center and
commute o television cen-
ters in New York and Hoily-
wood—when time permitted
Among those appearances
was “Miracle In The Ran,
a landmark in TV's dramatic
coming-of-age.

Ms. Thaxter's children,
from a previous marriage,
are the brilfiant young
actress Skye Aubrey and
James Watson Aubrey. "Now
I'm a mother all over again
—to Superman, she smiles,

even if he is only adopted:

English—with the same stars, Maria
next appeared opposite Trevor
Howard in "The Heart of the Matter”
and SirLaurence Qlivierin " The Magic
Box, then came to Hollywaood to star
in "The Brothers Karamozov™ |

After raising a family and launching
her own successful production com-
pany in Munich, Maria returnedto the
screen as Jon Voight's mother in "The
Odessa File” Starring roles in "Voy-
age of the Damned” and Claude Cha-
brol's "The Twist” followe nc her
movie resurgence was climaxed
by her Kryptonian performance in
" Superman, opposite clcse famity
friend Marlon Brando.

Susannah York al-
ways wanted to act—but
couldn't care less about
stardom.

"It began with a
school production of
‘Cinderella. sherecalls.
“They wanted me to
play Cinderella. | chose
the ugly sister. Its a
much betterrole”

Despite herself,
Susannah is now an
international star, via such screen successes as
‘Tunes of Glory” opposite Sir Alec Guiness, " Tom
Jones. "A Man For All Seasons” and The Killing
of Sister George!” She has won the British Oscar.
an American Academy Award nomination and the
Best Actress crown at the Cannes Film Festival.

She is also the best-selling author of “In Search
of the Unicorn, written after she was told she could
never have children—and promptly had two. daugh-
ter Sasha and son Orlando

‘There's nothing more vulnerable than being an
actress. Susannah York once said. "But when I'm
offered a good rale, | have no will power”” Playing
Superman’s mother on the planet Krypton? "Just the
kind of role i can't resist.” she admits

































The challenging project began with a story by Academy Award winner Mario Puzo,
author of “The Godfather,” who then collaborated on the screenplay with David and
Leslie Newman and Robert Benton.

Under Richard Donner’'s direction, five Oscar winners took on crucial production
assignments—John Barry as production designer; Geoffrey Unsworth as cinema-
tographer; John Williams as composer-conductor of the musical score; Yvonne Blake as
costume designer; and Roy Charmarr as the sound man.

The casting was equally impressive. Eighteen characters in “Superman” are played
by internationally known stars, headed by Academy Award winners Marlon Brando as
Superman’s father, the leading scientist of the doomed planet Krypton, and Gene
Hackman as Lex Luthor, the Man of Steel's most cunning adversary.

Casting the title role gave the film's creators their greatest challenge. The actor
chosen would portray a character who had fascinated 6-1/2 billion enthusiasts during
a span of 40 years, in comic books, syndicated newspaper strips, serialized radio
programs, animated cartoons, records, education reading programs, television, a novel
and a Broadway musical. Actually, he would play two world-famous characters—
Superman and his other identity, Clark Kent, bumbling, mild-mannered reporter for the
Metropolis Daily Planet.

During an intense, two-year search, virtually every leading man in Hollywood was
rumored to have won the role.

Finally, the long-awaited announcement was made. Christopher Reeve, a tall,
handsome, muscular 24-year-old with more than ten years acting experience—including
a Broadway stint as Katharlne Hepburn's leading man—would be the Man of Steel.
Under the watchful eye of David Prowse, the actor-athlete who portrayed Darth Vader

“Star Wars, he began a training regimen that would have challenged a heavyweight
contender. Already in superb physical shape, he added thirty five pounds—all muscle—
to his powerful frame.

But more than the hero’s biceps were being developed during the months which
preceded the start of filming. The creative approach to SUPERMAN was honed and
sharpened at the same time.

“From the outset, we were determined to stay true to the spirit of Superman; said
llya Salkind. “We wanted this movie to have more color, style, action and spectacuiar

‘visuals than any film of its kind ever made before. But there would be no tampering with
the legend’

Richard Donner expressed it this way: “Too often, movies sired by comic strips fall
into a trap of parody or outright camp. That approach would have done what Superman’s
enemies have been unable to achieve for forty years. It would have destroyed him”

Donner describes “Superman; the movie, as “a comedy, an adventure, a iove story
and its own thing’ _ .

To which llya Salkmd adds: “In a changing world, there's a wonderfu!l stability
about ‘Superman. Everybody wants to fly, to feel free and on top of the world, to
challenge injustice.

“If only for one magic moment, everyone wants to be Superman’



ALEXANDER SALKIND sresewrs MARLON BRANDO-GENE HACKMAN 1« RICHARD DONNER FILM

‘ALSO STARRING SUPERMAN STARRING CHRISTOPHER REEVE

NED BEATTY-JACKIE COOPER-GLENN FORD-TREVOR HOWARD - MARGOT KIDDER
VALERIE PERRINE-MARIA SCHELL- TERENCE STAMP+PHYLLIS THAXTER-SUSANNAH YORK

STORY BY MARIO PUZQ-SCREENPLAY BY MARIO PUZO, DAVID NEWNMAN, LESLIE NEWMAN AND ROBERT BENTON-CREATIVE GONSULTANT TOM MANKIEWICZ
DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY GEOFFREY UNSWORTH B.S.C.- PRODUCTION DESIGNER JOHN BARRY-MUSIC BY JOHN WILLIAMS+DIRECTED BY RICHARD DONNER
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER ILYA SALKIND+PRODUCED BY PIERRE SPENGLER+PANAVISION® TECHNICOLOR™- AN ALEXANDER AND ILYA SALKIND PRODUCTION
RELEASED BY WARNER BROS. € A WARNER COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY TMs & © DC Comics Ing. 1978

PARINTED IN U.8.A.

N
DESIGNED BY EDD RIVERA 1978





